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Introduction 
 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of 
God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of 

day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil 
ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In 

baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the 
presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

 



       ---———————- GATHERING ————————— 
  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  
PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION  

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 

      (Please Stand) 
 

GATHERING SONG                                                      SHOUT TO THE LORD
    CCLI Song # 1406918 

Darlene Zschech 
© 1993 Wondrous Worship 

Verse 
My Jesus my Saviour 

Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 

The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort my shelter 

Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 

 
Chorus 

Shout to the Lord 
All the earth let us sing 

Power and majesty 
Praise to the King 

Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 

At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy 

At the work of Your hands 
Forever I'll love You 

Forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise 

I have in You 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

earth. Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine  
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing 
gift of grace.  Amen. 
 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE       

 

 

 

 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
                        (Please be seated) 
 

               ——————— WORD——————— 
          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    

FIRST READING                           JONAH 3:10-4:11 
 

   10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not 
do it. 
 

  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and 
said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my 
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

 

  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When 
the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and 
also many animals?”   

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
   

                                (Please Stand) 
 

 
 

 

 



  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                    

 
 
 
GOSPEL                         MATTHEW 20:1-16
          

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 20th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for 
the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, 
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no 
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each 
of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
 
     14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ 
 

                (Please be seated) 

 
 
SERMON                                                     PASTOR DEANNA BOYNTON             
      
 
 
              (Please Stand) 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                 AMAZING GRACE (ELW #779)  

 
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

            (Please be Seated) 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercy is great.”   
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
                                           

——— MEAL ——— 
                                                                God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                            MY FATHER’S WORLD
    CCLI SONG # 7264872 

BEN FIELDING | CHRIS TOMLIN | JASON INGRAM | REUBEN MORGAN 
© 2025 EVERGREEN RIVER MUSIC; BE ESSENTIAL SONGS; BEN FIELDING PUBLISHING; SEA GARDEN MUSIC; WITHINLEE MUSIC 

 
Verse 1 

This is my Father's world 
And to my listening ears 

All nature sings and round me rings 
The music of the spheres 
This is my Father's world 
I rest here in the thought 

Of rocks and trees of skies and seas 
His hand the wonders brought 

 
Chorus 

He reigns 
He reigns 

Forever on the throne 
He reigns 
He reigns 

This is my Father's world 
 

Verse 2 
This is my Father's world 

The birds their carols raise 
The morning light the lily white 
Declare their Maker's praise 

This is my Father's world 
He shines in all that's fair 

In rustling grass I hear Him pass 
He's speaking everywhere 

 
Verse 3 

This is my Father's world 
So let me not forget 

That though the wrong seems often strong 
God is the Ruler yet 

This is my Father's world 
Why should my heart be sad 

He is the King let heaven sing 
And let the Earth be glad 

 
      
               (Please Stand) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 



PREFACE  

 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 
 
 
 

JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 
          (Please be seated) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform 
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                GIVE THANKS
  

CCLI Song # 20285 
Henry Smith 

© 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

Chorus 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given 

Jesus Christ His Son 
 

Verse 
And now let the weak say I am strong 

Let the poor say I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us 

 
Ending 

Give thanks 
 

 
(Please stand) 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

           –—————— SENDING ————— 
           God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 BENEDICTION 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 
Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING SONG         RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD! (ELW #669) 
 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL  

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL 
  
 

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music       music@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Nina Davis, Office Manager    office@bethelwinchester.com 
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Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry    youth@bethelwinchester.com 
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Financial or Giving Questions    office@bethelwinchester.com 

  

 

Council Executive Committee 
 

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com 
 
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com 
 
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY &COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com 
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MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM    
 
TAMAR YAGER EMAIL: TAMAR.YAGER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 
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