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GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN – ELW 688 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: One of the things that is amazing about the Earth is that even after 

a fire, a flood, or an oil spill, new life always finds a way to grow. 

Friends, God’s grace is like that. No matter the mistakes we make, 

the mess we create, or the harm we do, God’s love for us is 

unending. Trusting in that good news, let us turn to the prayer of 

confession with confidence that even here, grace is in bloom. 

C: Creator God, we have lost our way. In the beginning, humanity was 

instructed to care for creation.  However, in pursuit of our own 

wealth and efficiency, we have done the opposite.  The oceans are 

heavy with plastic.  The ice caps are melting by the hour.  Animals 

and plants are treated as a means to an end.  Corporations fill the 

atmosphere with pollution.  Policies and practices are slow to 

change.  Forgive us, O God.  Bring us back to the garden.  Fill our 

hearts with compassion for your world.  Show us where we can 

make a difference, and help us to see your fingerprints in every 

glimpse of the natural world. With hope in our hearts for a better 

day, we pray: Amen. 

P: Friends, when it comes to creation care, we have a lot to confess. 

But even here, even now, God’s grace for us is like a mighty rushing 

stream.  So trusting in God’s unrelenting mercy, may we be inspired 

to action.  Join me in proclaiming these words of forgiveness: 

C: Just as flowers that bloom after the fire, there is nothing that God 

cannot redeem.  We are known. We are loved. We are made new. 

So may we roll up our sleeves and get our hands dirty with the work 

of justice, with the work of compassion, with the work of mercy. 

P:  Thanks be to God for this new day! 

C:  Alleluia! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

KYRIE 
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Glory 

 
 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  

P: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness 

to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us 

your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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WORD 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:3 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete 

chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 

God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and 

there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the 

light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters 

that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it 

was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and 

the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 

was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And 

it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind 

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let 

them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was 

so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 

lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky 

to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea 

monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 

waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 

the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God 

made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind 

and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 

was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
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over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

So God created humans in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth 

and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 

beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 

for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the sixth day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 

from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 

hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*GRADUAL HYMN   

 

*GOSPEL 
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*GOSPEL 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 1st chapter, beginning with the 1st 

verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.     

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 669 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

P: Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 

confident that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news 

and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be 

witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that 

all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. 

Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with 

camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth 

that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who 

are injured, ill, and for all in any need, especially Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin 

Jankowski, Dee Marinov, John Veihdeffer, Diane Busdiecker, Sarah Burke, Pat 

Nowak, Mary Ann and Chip Orlando, and all those we name in our hearts. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others 

in the community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community 

endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved 

ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you.    

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our 

abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 

always.  Amen. 

 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*THE PROPER PREFACE 
 

P: We lift our hearts to you, gracious God, because you made the dazzling 

creation out of nothing, yet made us to share eternity with you.  In covenant 

love you called your chosen people to an imagination as plentiful as the stars in 

the sky and the sands of the desert.  Your Son Jesus transformed our hearts from 

the scarcity of mammon to the wonderous abundance of manna, and through 

the church you gather us to share in the holy feast where your grace abounds 

for all, forever.  His cross and resurrection turn the emptiness of sin into the fullness 

of everlasting life.  And so we join with angels and archangels and all the 

company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise: 
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Words of Institution 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

And so Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught 

us.  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
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COMMUNION HYMN – ELW 484 
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SENDING 

 
*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

 

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you 

in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 

Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 

Jesus.  The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through 

the interceding of the Spirit.  The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn – ELW 705 

(See next page) 
 

DISMISSAL 

 
A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

        POSTLUDE 
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