Hannah’s Song
Seeing Life Through the Character of God

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10 together. As you read, notice the contrasts: the strong and the weak,
the full and the hungry, the proud and the humble. These contrasts form the rhythm of this
song.

Introduction

Hannah’s song comes after a long and painful journey. She had been childless, deeply
distressed, misunderstood by Eli, and continually provoked by Peninnah. She came before God
with tears and poured out her soul. God answered her prayer and gave her Samuel.

Yet Hannah does not spend most of her song talking about Samuel. Her worship moves from
what God has done to who God is. She has learned that what looks strong is not always
secure, what looks permanent may not last, and what looks hopeless is not beyond God.

Central thought: Worship helps us see our circumstances through the character of God rather
than seeing God only through our circumstances.

1 Worship Changes the Centre of Our Story

“My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high” (vv. 1-2). Samuel is the
answer to Hannah'’s prayer, but he is not the centre of her worship. God is. The horn is an
ancient image of strength, dignity, and restored standing. Hannah had been humiliated and
wounded; now she can say, in effect, “God has lifted my head again.” Her deepest joy rests not
only in the gift but in the Giver: “There is no one holy like the LORD.”

Reflect Together
1. What has changed between Hannah'’s prayer in chapter 1 and her worship in chapter 2?

2. What is the difference between thanking God for His gifts and finding our deepest joy in God
Himself?

2 Worship Reorients the Way We See Power

“Do not keep talking so proudly ... for the LORD is a God who knows” (vv. 3-5). We often judge
by what can be seen: position, money, appearance, education, influence, or achievement. God
sees beneath appearances. He knows our motives, wounds, pride, faithfulness, and the
injustices that others may never notice. Hannah’s worship reminds us that visible success is not
the same as lasting strength.

3. Which forms of strength or success are you most tempted to trust? Why?

3 Worship Helps Us Understand Suffering

Hannah declares, “The LORD brings death and makes alive ... he humbles and he exalts” (vv.
6—8). These words express a strong confidence in God’s sovereignty. They do not explain the
cause of every hardship or suggest that suffering is simple. They do tell us that our present
circumstances never tell the whole story about God.

In chapter 1, Hannah might have concluded that God had forgotten her. Through prayer and

worship, she learns to reverse that process. Instead of deciding who God is only from what is
happening around her, she begins to interpret what is happening through what she knows of
God’s character. That is one of the deepest movements of faith.

4. When life is painful, what do you tend to assume about God? How could God’s character
reshape the way you see that situation?



4 Strength Does Not Have the Final Word

“It is not by strength that one prevails” (v. 9). This becomes a major theme in 1 and 2 Samuel.
Eli, his sons, and Saul will be brought low. Samuel and David will be raised up. Saul looks like
the perfect king, while David is the forgotten shepherd boy. God later says, “People look at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Yet Hannah’s song is not merely about weak people defeating strong people. David will also fail
when he begins to trust his own position and power. The warning is for everyone: never
confuse the strength God gives us with independence from God.

5. Why can success be spiritually dangerous? What signs show that a person—or a church—
has begun to trust its own strength?

5 God Is Writing a Larger Story

Hannah ends by speaking of God’s king and “his anointed” (v. 10), even though Israel has no
king yet. Her song has moved from one woman'’s pain to God’s purpose for a nation. Samuel
will anoint Saul and David; for Christians, the promise ultimately points beyond David to Christ.

When Hannah wept in the temple, she could see only her pain. God could see the whole story.
We too may see only the small and unfinished part we are living today. Hannah’s song does not
promise that we will understand everything now. It invites us to entrust the unfinished story to
the God who knows, raises up, and remains faithful.

6. What unfinished situation do you need to entrust to God today? Where might He be inviting
you to release fear, hurt, or the need to control the outcome?
Prayer

Share your prayer requests with one another. Pray especially for the areas where you need to
release fear, hurt, pride, or control, and ask God to help you see your circumstances through
His character.
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