
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday 

Service of Holy Communion 
September 20, 2026 

9:30 am 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Camp Hill, PA 
 

*-the congregation is invited to stand 

WELCOME TO GRACE 
A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us this autumn. If you are 
visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which are found in the pews. 
Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor. 

We hope that this bulletin will help guide you through our worship service.  
INTRODUCTION 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that 
the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same 
wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s 
mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is 
gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the 
grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of 
God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 

God gathers us in unity.                                                   GATHERING 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
 The Gradual Hymn from “Of the Lands and Seasons” 

Folkemer 
Grace Chancel Choir 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 

  



Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions 
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our 
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to 
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise 
of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN 
 As Saints of Old ELW#695 
 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual 
lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on 
our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 

 
 

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached.         WORD 
 

FIRST READING – Jonah 3:10—4:11 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they 
turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 



calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he 
did not do it. 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this 
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I 
fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a 
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of 
the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in 
the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over 
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But 
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, 
God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.”  
10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came 
into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I 
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many 
animals?” 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
PSALM – Psalm 145:1-8 
1 I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
2 Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 



3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 
4 One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.   
5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
SECOND READING – Philippians 1:21-30 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live 
in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say 
which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better,  
24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I 
am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by 
my presence again with you, your boast might abound in 
Christ Jesus because of me. 
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and 
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For 
them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. 
And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you 
the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for 
him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

  



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Called   ELW#720 

 
 
 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers 
for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a 
denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.  
5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, 
he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  
8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired 
about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.  
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,  
12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a 
denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give 
to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do 



what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly stands as able. 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY 
 Lord of Light ELW#688 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
*THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Share the peace with one another. 



 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ  MEAL 
 
OFFERING  
We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others 
through the offering. Today’s regular offering supports the ongoing 
ministry of Grace church. You can give online, by cash, or by check. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 O Lord of the Harvest from “Of the Lands and Seasons” 

Folkemer 
Grace Chancel Choir 

 
*SETTING THE TABLE 
 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW#512 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth 
springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today 
and always. 
Amen. 



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
*SANCTUS Baptized and Set Free (vs 4) ELW#453 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for 
us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
  



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O 
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask 
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with 
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these 
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share 
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever.   
Amen, amen, amen. 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
  



*DOXOLOGY  
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885 

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 
The assembly may be seated. 
Those communing at home or in their seats are invited to prepare their 
elements then to be led through eating and drinking the real presence of 
Christ in the bread and wine.  
The Lutheran Church welcomes all to the Lord’s Supper. If you are not a 
Christian and wish to inquire about the Christian faith, we invite you to 
speak to the minister.  
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW#752

 

 



COMMUNION MUSIC 
 Jesus, Remember Me (3 times) ELW#616 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
 Borning Cry ELW#732 

The assembly stands as able. 

*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of the Risen Lord strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you 
nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send 
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs 
of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray.  
Amen. 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING 
 

*BLESSING 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the 
body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all 
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
*SENDING HYMN  
 Spirit of Gentleness ELW#396 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Serving, Loving, Growing in Faith. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
 Spirit of Gentleness Spirit 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Week at Grace: September 19-25  

We make a difference by serving others through God's love and 
our faith. 

The Sanctuary Lamp for September is given by Dr. G. 
Robert Little in memory of Collette Little and Bob Little.  
  
The Altar Flowers are given by Russ & BJ Weber in honor of Bryan & Lori’s 25th 
wedding anniversary.  
 
The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God.  
 
We hold in prayer especially this week….  
Deb Overly, Eileen Moore Hartzell, Karen Brown-Pautz, David & Lori Archer Family, 
Adam Handwerk, Alice Richards, The Massot Family, Tom Zimmerman, Bob Hillegas, 
Jeff Johnson, Dr. Robert Little, Jaclyn Atkins, Robert Schweitzer, Alice M., the friends & 
family of Dean Jury, and the friends & family of Robert Rhodes. 
We hold in prayer the recently departed….  
Dean Jury and Robert Rhodes.  
  

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP 

 Presiding Minister ........................................... The Rev. Chad Butz 
 Assisting Minister ..................................................... Randy Easton 
 Lector ............................................................................. Pat O’Neal 
 Acolyte ......................................................................... Zach Weber 
 Communion Assistants ......................... Don Barlup, Donna Enrico 
 Sound ............................................................................. Rick Keen 
 Director of Music ............................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 Organist ................................................................... Bonnie Barton 
 Technology Operator ...................................................... Chris Jury 
 



Calendar 
9/19/26 5:00pm Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel 
9/20/26  

9:30am 
 
12:00pm 

Coffee Hour before & after worship starting this week 
Sabbath Service of Holy Communion  
Breakfast in Social Hall after Worship 
God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday at MidWest Food Bank 

9/21/26 6:30pm 
7:00pm 

Group Spiritual Formation in small conference room 
Scouting America Troop 54 & Cub Scout Pack 54 Meeting 

9/22/26 9:00am 
10:00am 
1:30pm 
6:30pm 

Quilting Ministry in Quilt Room 
Visitation/Funeral Robert “Bob” Rhodes 
Adult Bible Study in Neal Gathering Place 
Pub Theology Group 2 (TBD) 

9/23/26 3:00pm 
5:30pm 

Grace Giving Pantry  
Community Meal in Social Hall 

9/24/26 6:00pm 
7:00pm 

Bells of Grace Rehearsal in the Balcony 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room 

 
Neal Gathering Place 
The Neal Gathering Place was designed to be modular. We know that many different 
groups and ministries need different layouts. We welcome anyone to change the layout 
for their needs in that moment. We would, however, like to maintain a standard layout 
for general purposes and ask that the original layout be put back before leaving. This 
standard layout is still being worked out as we try new designs, but to maintain 
consistency, please refrain from changing the layout without contacting the office or 
Pastor first. Thank you very much for your understanding and cooperation. 
 

Pews for Sale 
Grace is selling three pews (one in parking lot hallway and two in the Sunday school 
hallway) on Facebook Marketplace.  However, for anyone attending Grace they are only 
$100 each.  Must pick up by Friday, September 25.  Contact the church office if 
interested.  
 
Community Meal 
Come join us for some good food and great conversation! Everyone's welcome! The 
menu will consist of Ham Loaf, Baked Potato, Green Beans, Soup (TBD), Coffee, Tea & 
Water and Assorted Dessert.  
 
Adult Bible Study 
We’d love you to join us, Tuesdays at 1pm in the Neal Gathering Place where we’ll 
come together in faith and fellowship. This isn’t just a meeting, it’s a warm and inviting 
journey of growth, discovery, and renewal. Let’s open our hearts to God’s Word, 
connect with one another, and embrace the amazing changes that come when we walk 
this faith journey side by side. We’re looking forward to starting this new chapter with 
enthusiasm, hope, and a sincere desire to grow closer to Him. We will be studying the 
Book of Romans. 
  



Upcoming Events (See the Events page on the website for more details) 
9/25 – 27 Alive 
9/26 – 27 Blessing of the Quilts 
10/3 Spiritual Retreat  

Blessing of the Animals 
10/4 Children’s Church 

Confirmation Class 
Grace Youth Group (GYG) 

10/8 Braver Angels – Disagreeing Better Workshop 
 
Spiritual Retreat on October 3 at Kentland 
Continental breakfast provided.  Bring your own lunch.  
Topic: "Breathing in Christ" by Deacon Marsha Roscoe 
This book focuses on the simple but peaceful conviction that 
transformation begins when we slow down, listen deeply for 
Jesus, and live in rhythm with the life of Christ already breathing 
inside us.  Using reflection, prompts, breath prayers and spiritual 
exercises we will use this book to guide our time together. All are 
invited to join.  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Neal Gathering Place or 
online at https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/spiritual-retreat/2026-10-03 or scan the 
QR code. Please purchase the book “Breathing in Christ” by Marsha Roscoe HERE (if 
you are unable to purchase online contact the church office at 717-737-0439 and we 
would be glad to purchase it for you). Please sign up by Sunday, September 27. 
 

Nursery Helper Sign Up 
We’re looking to reboot the Sunday Morning Nursery. To do this we 
need helpers to stay in the Nursery during the entire Sunday Morning 
Worship Service. Drop-off time would be 5 minutes before worship 
starts, and pick-up will be right after the service ends. To volunteer, 
you need to be at least 16 years old. The maximum time commitment 
is once a month, as we need to form at least 4 teams (each with 2 
adults or teens 16 or older) to get the Nursery up and running again. 
We’re planning to start offering Nursery on Sunday, October 4th. If you're interested, 
please sign up by Sunday, September 27th. You can sign up in the Neal Gathering 
Place or scan the QR code. Thanks so much for helping us make this happen!  
Calling All Confirmands! 
Reminder that all children from 7th to 9th grade who have not been confirmed yet 
should be enrolling in confirmation classes for this year, starting on September 20th. It is 
a 2-year program where we learn about Lutheran Theology and major biblical stories 
and themes. Please reach out to Pastor Chad at pastorchad@gracecamphill.org to 
enroll your child in confirmation class! 
Communion Cards and QR Codes  
Communion Cards are in the pews in the main Sanctuary and on the table in the front and 
back of Barkley Chapel next to the communion cups. We ask that you complete one and 
drop it in the offering at least once a year. You can also complete the Communion Card on 
the website (www.gracecamphill.org) under the Worship tab. The QR codes are now in all 
the pews—just scan them to log Communion, donate to Grace, see what's going on, and 
more. 

https://www.gracecamphill.org/events
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/spiritual-retreat/2026-10-03
https://www.breathinginchrist.com/book/
mailto:pastorchad@gracecamphill.org


Grace’s Merchandise Store 
Looking for some awesome Grace gear? We've got a bunch of cool stuff 
like hats, polo shirts, t-shirts, sweatshirts, a windbreaker jacket, and 
water bottles. Plus, a part of every sale helps support Grace. Check it 
out here: https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-
merch/. 
 

Special Benevolence Offering 
The Special Benevolence for SEPTEMBER is NEW HOPE MINISTRY. 
To contribute, please list your dollar amount next to Special Offering 
Ministry on the contribution envelopes or use the online giving page, use 
the QR code or on the website page at 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give  
 

Lost & Found Items 
Have you lost an item recently? If so, please check with the office at 717-737-0439 or 
office@gracecamphill.org. Items will be kept in the office for (1) month. After that time, 
they will be placed in the Community Aid bin in the second parking lot.  
 

Welcome to Our Church Cards 
If you are visiting Grace at one of our worship services, please take a moment to 
complete one of the “Welcome to Our Church” cards found in the pews, both narthexes 
and in the Neal Gathering Place. We’d love to hear from you. 
 
Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15th of the month for the 
next month’s newsletter. This Week at Grace information is due by 12noon on 
Tuesdays. Please email any information to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org. 

https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give
mailto:office@gracecamphill.org
mailto:ddeppen@gracecamphill.org


 



 



  



Our Story 
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 
 
 
The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference 
by serving others through God’s love and our faith 
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Grace Church Staff 

Senior Pastor ........................................................ The Rev. Chad Butz 
 ............................ 610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org 
Pastor for Spiritual Formation...............The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert 
 .......................................................... pastoreckert@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry .................. Ethan Lentz 
 .......................................................... Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Music .................................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 ................................................................ K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Organist ...................................................................... Emily Hartman 
 ................................................................ K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Office Administrator/Sexton ............................................... Chris Jury 
 ..................................................................... cjury@gracecamphill.org 
Administrative Specialist ............................................... Diane Deppen 
 ................................................................ ddeppen@gracecamphill.org 
 
To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *  

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011 
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