EAST FAIRFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor: Kristen Buchs
Organist: Ruth Rowley	Ministers: The Congregation               
Pianist: Nancy Setinsek                                 Choir Director:   Randy Hart
                                Sunday, September 20, 2026
                         Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
                                             
                          *Please stand in body or spirit as you are able

Welcome!   We invite you to take this time to prepare for worship.  In these
moments, quiet your inner voice, become aware of being in community with
others, and open your heart and mind to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

  
  GATHERING                           “Adagio”                                      - Price         
                             “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”             - Werner

	CHRIST LIGHT ENTERS

	MISSIONS AND MINISTRY UPDATES           Deann Davis, Liturgist

 
[bookmark: _Hlk134705891]PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR WORSHIP

	WORDS OF PREPARATION AND CENTERING

	PRELUDE                          “Morning Song”                               - Dexter
[bookmark: _Hlk134705870]
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
	L:	In a time of uncertainty, when the future feels fragile, we remember 
		the words spoken to Esther: “Who knows but that you have come to 
		your royal position for such a time as this?” 
	P:	 We come, trusting that God has placed us here, 
		in this moment, for a purpose. 
	L:	When fear whispers that we are too small, too weak, or too late— 


	P:	We remember that God’s strength is made perfect in our 
		weakness.
	L:	Like Esther, we are called to courage, to faith, and to action. 
	P:	We will seek God together, in prayer and in fasting, in hope 
		and in trust. 
	L:	Come, beloved of God, this is the time, this is the place, 
		this is the call. 
All:	We will worship the Lord who calls us “for such a time as this.”

*OPENING PRAYER
  Father, we come before You today with hearts open to Your Word 
  and Your will. We are reminded of the courage it takes to stand in 
  the place You have called us to, even when the cost is great. Lord, 
  just as You positioned Esther “for such a time as this,” help us 
  recognize the moments in our own lives when You call us to act 
  with faith and boldness. 

  Give us the wisdom to discern Your voice, the strength to obey even
  when our fear whispers words of doubt. May we trust that you are 
  sovereign over every circumstance, and that our obedience can be 
  part of Your greater plan for deliverance and hope. 

  Lord, stir our hearts to be willing vessels, ready to speak, ready to 
  serve, and ready to stand for truth, no matter the cost. We place our
  lives in Your hands, knowing that You are faithful to complete the
  work You have begun in us. In Jesus’ mighty name we pray. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN       “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”                    #382

  SCRIPTURE READING      Proverbs 31:8-9    (NIV)                             Page 538

	CHILDREN’S MOMENT

	SPECIAL MUSIC                 “Precious Lord”               - Andrew Lawlor

  OFFERING OURSELVES & OUR GIFTS
		  INVITATION
		  OFFERTORY           “Nothing But the Blood”                      - Lowry
		*DOXOLOGY	      UMH #95
		*DEDICATION OF GIFTS

SEEKING GOD’S WORD

	SCRIPTURE READING         Luke 9:23-24   (NIV)                                Page 841

	SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS
	SILENT PRAYER 
	PASTORAL PRAYER 
	THE LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN                   “Take My Life, and Let It Be”                 UMH #399

	SERMON TEXT                 Esther 4:4-17    (NIV)
                    
	SERMON             “When Silence is Not an Option”    Pastor Edie Boles          
  Prayer of Dedication

[bookmark: _Hlk136522039]RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*CLOSING HYMN           “I Surrender All ”   	  UMH #354

SENDING FORTH WITH BLESSING
*BLESSING
	LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES INTO THE WORLD
~ Go with joy to serve the Lord ~

As we conclude our service, please join us downstairs for a time to relax, continue conversations, and enjoy coffee and refreshments.


Flowers on the altar are from Mary VanBuren
in memory of Matt VanBuren on his birthday.
Please keep in mind that the service is live-streamed and
recorded for public access. Please keep prayer requests 
brief and do not use last names or identifying details.

PRAYER REQUESTS                                     SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
To submit a prayer request call Denise at 330-457-2465 or 330-727-9832
If you desire a home or hospital visit call Pastor Kristen (216-559-9893)
Prayer Blankets: call Joyce Ward (330-692-3346)


Maralyn Porter – fell and broke wrist in two places. Plates and screws.	
Pastor Kristen – prayers for successful surgery and healing.	
Amy (Jim & JoAnne’s daughter) – continued prayers for healing.	
Dawn C (Joyce Ward) – health issues	
Jerry M – knee surgery on August 24. Thanks for prayers & blanket.	
Jon V – hip surgery Sept. 11. Went well. Started therapy.	

Dorothy Featherstone – passed away Sept. 8, 2026	
Keith K (friend of Sauerwein’s) – had a stroke.	
Dana (David Crook’s friend) – has had 11 heart attacks. Hospitalized in ICU.	
Melissa (Missy’s niece) – cancer is gone from everywhere except breast.	
John (friend of the Wrights) – Keeps falling.  In rehab center.	
Angel – had an MRI. Cancer is just at stage 1.	
Mark (Chad Pahanish’s uncle) – had some surgeries. Pray for healing.	
Irene (Chad’s 93 year old grandma) – adjusting to life in a nursing home.	
Ingrid (Jeannie’s aunt) – migraines. Can’t see neurologist for months.	
Deb B – was injured in an accident. Pray for healing.	
Jon E – has been dealing with cancer. Now under hospice care.	
Marcia M – health issues. Continued prayers.	
	
	
	
	
	
	

HOMEBOUND 	
[bookmark: _Hlk198813079]   Dolly K.                               Anita M.          	Bob D      (Whispering Pines)	
   Tom & Marie	Linda S.	Zelda C.  (Whispering Pines)	                        
   Marcia M          	Esther C.                  	Bill H.     (Christian House)	
                                                            
IN MINISTRY  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk175744163][bookmark: _Hlk175744199]   Kristen Buchs	              Edie Boles                    Jeff Pellin	

Church:	330-457-2465        	      Pastor Kristen: 216-559-9893
Ch Email:efumc@comcast.net	      Email: pastorkristen0712@gmail.com
Web: www.eastfairfieldumc.com                CCLI #1994841    CVLI #504 011 134
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Pastor Kristen Buchs
216-559-9893
45675 State Route 558
New Waterford, OH 44445

“Working, playing, and praying together on our
faith journey, to share Jesus Christ with everyone.”






	Sun
	Mon
	   Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	Sept 20

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

6:30 Faith United Leadership Board at
East Fairfield


	 Sept 21  

  1:30-4:00
   Prayer
   Blankets

  6:00 Cub 
       Scout 
       Meeting

  
  7:00 
  Leadership
  Board
	Sept 22

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee

 newseltter
  deadline


	Sept 23


6:00 Choir   
        Picnic

7:00 Choir
        Practice
	Sept 24

9:00
Mailing
committee



7:00
Scripture
& Suds – Sundog Cider at
Firestone
Farms


	Sept 25

Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed
	Sept 26

 8:30-10:00
Caring for God’s Lambs at
Trinity

	Sept. 27

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

  5:00 Potluck Fellowship at Emmanuel UM


	 Sept. 28
  

  12:00 
  Joy Circle
  Lunch

  1:30-4:00
      Prayer
      Blankets


  6:00 Cub 
  Scouts


	Sept. 29

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee

	Sept. 30


7:00 Choir
    Practice
	Oct. 1
	Oct. 2

Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed
	Oct. 3

Volunteers work at church booth at Rogers Sale
…prior to
Emerson Day concert



	Oct. 4
WORLD COMMUNION

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

2:00 Maze Craze 


	 Oct. 5

  1:30-4:00
      Prayer
      Blankets


  6:00 Cub 
  Scouts

  

	Oct. 6

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee

	Oct. 7

6:00 Mt. Zion
Comforting
Cards

7:00 Choir
    Practice
	Oct. 8

	Oct. 9
Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed

9:00 – 5:00
Rummage Sale at Trinity UMC
	Oct. 10
9:00 – 10:30
Donuts & Decisions healthcare advance directive at E. Fairfield

9:00 – 2:00
Rummage Sale at Trinity

6:00 Weiner Roast at Mt. Zion





Today, Sunday, Sept. 20
Sound: Bill Rowley    Computer: Vicki Freeman      Livestream: Hannah Roberts


 Next Sunday, Sept. 27:  David Vollnogle, Liturgist

CHOIR PICNIC & PRACTICE  
Wednesday, Sept. 23
6:00 Choir Picnic
   7:00 Choir Practice

We welcome new members.
Bring a covered dish, your table service, and a beverage.

[image: ][image: ]4C’s  Item
Pancake Mix and Syrup





	Update on Mission Giving for 2026

	FUND
	NAME OF FUND
	NEED
	RECEIVED
	STILL NEED

	  2
	General Mission Fund
	5,099
	6,397
	0

	33
	4C’s
	125
	1,175
	0

	32
	Cub Scouts
	150
	605
	0

	37
	Way Station
	150
	160
	0

	22
	Flat Rock
	175
	265
	0

	64

	Farmer to Farmer – Liberia
	300
	360
	0

	13
	UMCOR Sunday
	Any
Donation
	75
	

	21
	UMCOR – U.S. Disasters 
	Any
Donation
	30
	

	14
	Blanket Sunday
	Any
Donation
	65
	

	15
	Peace With Justice
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	16
	World Communion
	Any
Donation
	20
	

	17
	Student Day
	Any
Donation
	75
	

	46
	Heroes & Halos
	Any
Donation
	100
	

	63
	InStep Program
	Any
Donation
	35
	

	38
	Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
	
	118   plus     90
	




Fund Balances as of end of JULY
	     Fund #  1  		Ministry Operating     -12,447
   	     Fund #  2  		Mission Fund                3,021
 	     Fund #  3   		Building Fund             36,885
   	     Fund # 28  		Elevator Fund              7,633 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  (SEPT. 13)
In-Person: 66        Online:  19
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cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all
who arg destitute.
Spgak up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of
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Proverbs 31:8-9




