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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Prelude in B flat” Johann Ludwig Krebs
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Faith Begins by Letting Go” ACS 1004
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1 Faith be- gins by let-ting go, giv-ing up what had seemed sure,

2 Faith en-dures by hold - ing on,

keep - ing mem-’ry’s roots a - live

3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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so that hope may bear its fruit; prom - ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
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all our life to God.
by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
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till we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit-ness to God’s grace.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you always.
And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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0
j j j | i p— ! = 5 i : —
| I I I r | N | I; -
S L4
you take a-way the sin ol the world: have mer - cy on us;
0 fo— , ,
T J J o e e e e e e
b |7 LA R
> - } !
you arc scat-cd at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Ic - CCIve our praycr.
0
oy y
-
I | —_—| S —
[ a4 1y 0 & 1
< —o bl L d
For you a - lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
0 ———1 S
| T3 T d 1]
[ N4 | | I I I |
> j — — >
you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it
p—  ————
a1 1 | — | | ne—— I I I " N |
I | I I | I I N |
F— P LA L S R R R |
~ }
in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
(8:30) WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS



FIRST READING Jonah 3:10--4:11

"%When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not
do it. “'But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “He prayed to the LORD
and said, “O LoRrbD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is why | fled
to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. >*And now, O LoRD, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for
you to be angry?” °Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the
city. °The LorD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. "But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.
%When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.” ®But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” "°Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.
"And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also
many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 145:1-8
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The LoRD is slow to an-ger and a - bound-ing in stead-fast love.

"l will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

2Every day | will | bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

*Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.

*One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power. R

°| will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

®They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and | will re- | count your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.

®The LoRob is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R
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SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30

ZFor to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ??If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor
for me; and | do not know which | prefer. | am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; *but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. ?*Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, ?®so that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when
| come to you again.

2"Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, ?®and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is
God'’s doing. ?°For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but
of suffering for him as well—*’since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and
now hear that | still have.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. ?After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. *When he went out again about noon and about three
o'clock, he did the same. ®And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ “They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ "When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and then going to the first.” *When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
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them received the usual daily wage. "°Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. '"And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, '?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” *But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual
daily wage? "“Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give
to you. ""Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?’ '®So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Ralph
SERMON Pastor Ralph
(We Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY "All Who Love and Serve Your City” ELW 724

(sung to the tune of Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!)

All who love and serve your city,
all who bear its daily stress,
all who cry for peace and justice,
all who curse and all who bless,

In your day of loss and sorrow,
in your day of helpless strife,
honor, peace, and love retreating,
seek the Lord, who is your life.

In your day of wealth and plenty,
wasted work and wasted play,
call to mind the word of Jesus,
"You must work while it is day."

For all days are days of judgment,
and the Lord is waiting still,
drawing near a world that spurns him,
off'ring peace from Calv'ry's hill.

Risen Lord, shall yet the city
be the city of despair?
Come today, our judge, our glory.
Be its name "The Lord is there!"



THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

[=]
(8:30) Anthem “Holy Manna” Kenneth Lowenberg
Brethren, we are met to worship and adore the Lord our God. Will you pray with all your power,

while we try to preach the word? All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down;
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around.

Let us love our God supremely, let us love each other too. Let us love and pray for sinners till
our God makes all things new. Then he’ll call us home to heaven, at his table we’ll sit down.
Christ will gird himself and serve us with sweet manna all around.

(11:00) Voluntary “Meditation on Kum Ba Yah” Charles Callahan
(We Stand)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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THE SANCTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Wonderful Words of Life* J. Wayne Kerr

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Blessed Assurance” WOV 699
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!” ELW 848
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Trumpet Tune in D Major”
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of Lucy Austin’s birthday and
Paul and Lucy’s 37th wedding anniversary.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ilvan Black, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, Deon Fink,
Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary;
(11:00) Alon Cox, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper, Heyward Addy,
and Matt Martin
Cantor: Shawn Lackey
Greeters: (8:30) David Able; (11:00) Kay Keener
Readers: (8:30) Marty Nantz; (11:00) Jamie Early
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Paige Johnson; (11:00) Ed Smith
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Parker Rate [C] Ryan Kennedy;
(11:00) [A] Cole Cegelis [C] Aaron Cegelis

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes
Nursery — Room #105 Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
2—4 year olds & 5K — Room #103 Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
1 —5" Grade — Room # 216 Women Digging Deeper
Parlor
6"—8" Grade — Room #212 For those not attending a Sunday School

class but waiting on a child to get out of
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall!

9" —12™ Grade — Room #217 If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact Mrs.
Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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