
 

 

  PENTECOST 17 
September 19-20, 2026 

Sat 5pm/Sunday 9:30am Tempe/Live 
Stream/Gilbert 

Order of Worship 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE:  
 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
Lord, teach us to forgive from the heart. 
God’s mercy cancels debts we could never repay. 
 
Come, let us worship God whose compassion is abundant and whose grace sets us free. 
We come forgiven, renewed, and ready to share God’s mercy. 
 
 
PENTECOST KYRIE: 
 
ALL: Blessed be God, the source of life, 
Creator of all, our hope and song. 
Blessed be God, the source of love, 
Holy Three and Holy One. 
 
Ó Text & Music: Joni Van Rossum 2026

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY:  (Based on Psalm 145) 
Merciful God,  
you are gracious and full of compassion. 
Lift our hearts to praise you, and teach us to share your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING SONG: Come As You Are 
 
Verse 1  
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been 
Come broken-hearted let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
 
Chorus 
(So) Lay down your burdens lay down your shame 
All who are broken lift up your face 
O wanderer come home 
You're not too far 
So lay down your hurt lay down your heart 
Come as you are 
 
Verse 2 
There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary 
Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure 
 

Bridge 
Come as you are 
Fall in His arms 
Come as you are 
 
Verse 3 
There's joy for the morning O sinner be still 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
 
Ending 
Come as you are 
Come as you are 
Come as you are 
 
Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher 
CCLI Song #7017790 
© 2014 Ariose Music; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music; 
worshiptogether.com songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974 

(SAT 5PM / SUNDAY TEMPE) MISSION MOMENT: CHILDREN’S HOME PROJECT, 
JENNY KAST 
 
 
GIFTING CHILDREN’S BIBLES: ELW 575 Jesus Loves Me! (Sunday Tempe/Gilbert) 
 
1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
the Bible tells me so. 
 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 
 

 

Sat 5pm Tempe: NO Children’s Message 
Sunday Tempe & Gilbert: Sing at all services 
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GILBERT SPECIAL MUSIC: 10,000 Reasons to Bless the Lord, Chancel Choir 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST LESSON: Jonah 3-4:11  
  1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according 
to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 
great and small, put on sackcloth. 6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his 
throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he had a 
proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human or animal, no 
herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8 Humans and 
animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their 
evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who knows? God may relent and change his 
mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.” 10 When God saw what they did, 
how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he 
would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he 
became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my 
own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and 
merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is 
it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made 
a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to 
save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the 
next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God 
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it 
right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then 
the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not 
grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PENTECOST GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Come Holy Spirit 
 
Refrain 
Alleluia, come Holy Spirit, come, 
Alleluia, we’re gathered around Your throne. 

Speak to Your people, ignite us with flame, 
Fill us with power to speak of Your name. 
Alleluia, our hearts are now Your home. 
 
© Text & Music: Joni Van Rossum, 2025

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 
the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the 
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON: 

“Great Questions” 
Pastor Andrea Cain 

(Sunday Tempe) 

“” 
Pastor Thaddeus Book 

(Sat 5pm/Gilbert)  
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SONG OF THE DAY: ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
Trusting in the God who shows mercy beyond our imagining, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of mercy, 
 
Give your church courage to speak truth, humility to repent, and compassion for all 
people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lead communities and nations away from violence, pride, and destruction. Move 
leaders and neighbors toward justice, peace, and the common good.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Shelter all who are overwhelmed by storms, danger, grief, illness, or fear. Draw near to 
those we name before you now (especially…). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Teach us to rejoice in mercy, even when grace reaches those we struggle to love. As we 
remember the saints who have gone before us, hold us in your promise of eternal life. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers, gracious God as you turn us toward your wide compassion; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE: 
May the peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We share a word of peace with our neighbors. 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING: 
The grace of Christ calls us to lives of gratitude and generosity. In Jesus Christ we are 
given new life. Let us celebrate this life by giving generously to the work of God’s 
redeeming love. 
 
The Hunger Jar is a love offering designated to support the Children’s Home Project. 
 
You are invited to share your gifts in worship while others give electronically at www.desertcross.org with the giving 
button, text giving, or by QR code. We give thanks for all the ways you support God’s mission of outreach through 
Desert Cross that changes lives for the sake of the gospel

 
OFFERING SONG: The Jesus Way
 
Verse 1 
If you curse me then I will bless you 
If you hurt me I will forgive 
And if you hate me then I will love you 
I choose the Jesus way 

Verse 2 
If you’re helpless I will defend you 
And if you’re burdened I’ll share the weight 
And if you’re hopeless then let me show you 
There’s hope in the Jesus way 

http://www.desertcross.org/
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Chorus 
I follow Jesus I follow Jesus 
He wore my sin I’ll gladly wear His name 
He is the treasure He is the answer 
Oh I choose the Jesus way 
 
Verse 3 
If you strike me I will embrace you 

And if you chain me I’ll sing His praise 
And if you kill me my home is heaven 
For I choose the Jesus way 
 
Jonathan Smith, Phil Wickham 
CCLI Song #7217888 
© Be Essential Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music; Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global 
Songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER: 
Generous God, 
you gather us in compassion and meet us with grace. 
Bless these gifts and the lives we offer, 
that they may bring healing, hope, and welcome to our neighbors. 
Send us to serve with open hands and reconciling hearts; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION: 
 
CONFESSION: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose word is a lamp to our feet, whose mercy 
seeks us, and whose love gathers us into one. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have wandered from your ways. 
We have not loved our neighbors with compassion. 
Turn us again to your word and restore us in your grace. 
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FORGIVENESS: 
Hear the good news: Christ is present among us with mercy.  
In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. +  
By the Spirit’s power, you are gathered, restored, and sent to walk in love. 
Amen. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and gave it to his disciples saying, Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, 
this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
LORD’S PRAYER:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION:  
This is Christ’s table. There is a place for you. 
All are welcome. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION:  
Come forward to receive the bread and a cup of wine/juice. Alert an usher for 
communion in your seat. All are welcome. 
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LAMB OF GOD: ELW p.191 - Lamb of God (Setting 8) 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG 1: Goodness of God 
 
Verse 1  
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Verse 2 
I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 
You are close like no other 

I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God 
 
Bridge 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 
 
Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson 
CCLI Song #7117726 
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships Music; So Essential Tunes; SHOUT! 
Music Publishing Australia; Bethel Music Publishing 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974
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DISTRIBUTION SONG 2: ELW 496 One Bread, One Body 
 
Refrain 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
one cup of blessing which we bless, 
and we, though many throughout the earth, 
we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more.  Refrain 

2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
 
Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939 
Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 
97213. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER:  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
Compassionate Christ, 
you meet us at this table with mercy and peace. 
Send us to share your healing love 
with open hearts and willing hands; 
in your holy name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BENEDICTION:  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor + 
And give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: My Lighthouse 
 
Verse 
In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
Verse 2 
In the silence You won't let go 
In the questions Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
Chorus 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness 
I will follow You oh 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 

You will carry me safe to shore 
Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore 
 
Verse 3 
I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
Bridge 
Fire before us 
You're the brightest 
You will lead us 
Through the storms (hey) 
(REPEAT 3X) 
 
Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson 
CCLI Song #7002032 
© 2013 Thankyou Music Ltd 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974

 
DISMISSAL: 
P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE: 
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Thank you  
for supporting the Desert Cross mission.   
Here are the ways you can donate today: 

ONLINE GIVING: 
 

 
 

Get your smart phone 
and scan the QR-code 

with your phone camera 

SECURE TEXT GIVING: 
Text “GIVE” to 
833-636-1502 

USPS: 
8600 S. McClintock Drive 

Tempe, AZ 85284 

 
Flower Donation: 

The flowers on the altar in Tempe this weekend are given by MaryBeth & Doug LaMont 
in memory of Joyce & Ted Keller. 

 
 


