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1 John 3:3-6
Teaching sheet for 9/13/26
Matthew 27:50-51a
Here is a description of that veil from Alfred Edersheim, who wrote “The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah”, in 1900.  “The Veils before the Most Holy Place were 40 cubits (60 feet) long, and 20 (30 feet) wide, of the thickness of the palm of the hand, and wrought in 72 squares, which were joined together; and these Veils were so heavy, that, in the exaggerated language of the time, it needed 300 priests to manipulate each.”  (online reference)

God wants us to confess and repent because sin in our lives creates a separation from Him.  It’s like we are hanging up that veil all over again.

The Hope That Leads to Purity, v. 3
Who is a Child of God?  You and me, if you have put your faith in the Blood of Jesus for salvation. 
Do you KNOW -  that YOU KNOW -  THAT YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE SAVED?  
It’s vital to hold on to that assurance for when the road gets hard and it gets difficult to see the blessing of God.  That hope, that assurance lets you and me see our circumstances with eyes of faith:  Hebrews 11:1-2 
John uses the word "purity," which means "without stain."  When you were saved, the Blood of Jesus washed you clean from the stains of past sins.  So how do we stay clean?  We continue the practice of confession and repentance.
The Power of Jesus Over Sin, v. 5
BIG “S” Sin - the drive and desire that lead to the temptation to do the second one - the rudder that steers the ship.  Let’s see how the Bible speaks of sin:  Romans 1:24-25   James 4:15-17   John 8:35-36 

We had NO CHOICE – WE ALL WERE SLAVES TO SIN!  God needed a sinless sacrifice for the forever forgiveness of sin to all who seek it.  “When Jesus is called the Lamb of God in John 1:29 and John 1:36, it is referring to Him as the perfect and ultimate sacrifice for sin.  The fact that God Himself has provided the offering that atones for our sin is part of the glorious, good news of the gospel that is so clearly declared in 1 Peter 1:18-21: “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.”  https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-Lamb-of-God.html

You can choose to sin, or you can choose not to sin.  It is the POWER OF THE CROSS that gives us the freedom to have a choice.  So what are you doing with your choice?  Romans 6:1-2 

Abiding in Him – The Christian’s Life, v. 6
“does not sin”  In Greek, it means “the one who does not continue to sin.”  Think of it as “a lifestyle of sin.”  Can greed become a lifestyle?  Can unforgiveness become a lifestyle?  Can gossip and judging others become a lifestyle?

If you have ongoing sin, a lifestyle of sin, then the veil between you and God grows thicker by the week.  
It prevents union with Christ, that intimate relationship that Christ died for.  
If that’s you: stop, confess & repent!

There is a strong connection between the Doctrine of Union with Christ and our Wesleyan view of Grace.

Wesley taught:
· Christ died for the forgiveness of our sins
· Every Jesus Follower could experience an abiding in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  He often used these verses: John 15:4   Galatians 2:20  1 Corinthians 6:17  Ephesians 3:16–19  

Holiness: loving God and loving people.  This is possible because we have been both justified and sanctified by the power of Almighty God at work inside of you and me.  2 Corinthians 5:17  
Justification is not the end of the story!  God ain’t done with anybody in this place!  AMEN?

Sanctification is God working in you, not your ongoing effort to be a good person:  1 Corinthians 6:11 

If you keep moving backward toward a lifestyle of sin that thickens the veil, it will block the flow of Holy Love from God into your heart.  You can move forward or backward, but you can’t stand still.  That’s a lie from the pit of hell.  

I have been asking this question: will you allow God to sanctify you?  If the answer is YES, you need to abide in Christ.  This is how Jesus described it: John 15:5-8 

Would you prefer to be that branch that is full of fruit rather than the withered branch that has no place in the vine?  Holiness can't be achieved; holiness can only be received.  

Let’s all be looking for the Fruit of the Spirit (Righteousness) to be spilling out of a heart full of God’s love from every member of this congregation.  That, to me, is an exciting way to do life together in Christ.

Would you like to join me in this adventure of holiness and life?  I hope so!  Amen.

HOMEWORK:	  
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  If we keep going back to sin over and over, it makes the veil thicker and thicker.  How thick have you made the veil between you and God?
2 – Which is it: do you have a choice not to sin or do you have to sin?  Is there any ongoing sin in your life that would fit into the category of a lifestyle?  If so, confess and repent!
3 – September 20: 1 John 3:7-10 “Which Team Do You Play For?”
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