
About Face: Paul - “Lord, what do you want me to do?” 
Acts 7:51-60; 9:1-19; 23:11; Galatians 1:13-18; Philippians 3:4-11; 1 Timothy 1:12-16 
 
Series Recap: 

The first week, we discussed Pharoah…the man who would not bow. He was confronted 
by God, but would not receive Grace. Instead, he chose his own pride, becoming an illustration 
of the choice between justice and mercy. If you won’t accept God’s mercy, which separates you 
from your sin, then you must accept His justice which will deal with you and your sin in one go. 

The second week, we learned about Nebuchadnezzar…the dude who just needed a good 
whoopin’. When confronted with God, he recognized the threat, puffed up with pride again, then 
was finally brought around after a significant reckoning. He became an illustration of God’s 
sovereignty.  

Last week, we studied the thief on the cross…the man who caught grace’s attention. 
When confronted with God while looking at his whole life, he humbled himself without hope, 
and just asked to be remembered. He became an illustration of God’s generous heart, where 
grace is offered, not earned. 

This week, our ‘villain’ illustrates the pride of Pharaoh, the shocking humbling of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the fact that grace is offered, not earned. But this time…we get to see what 
happens when you have all 3, plus the opportunity to obey. The full ‘About Face.’ 
 
Stephen: Who Saul was… 

The backstory: Christianity was new. Stephen was preaching it. The Pharisees didn’t like 
it and made an example of Stephen. Claiming blasphemy, they brought him to the Sanhedrin for 
trial.  

Stephen’s defense: Stephen recites the entire Biblical story from Abraham, to Isaac, to 
Joseph, to Moses, to Exodus. He then digresses because after that, the ancestors of the Sanhedrin 
began persecuting all of God’s prophets while telling the Kings, “of course the laws of God are 
only suggestions.” He then calls the Sanhedrin on this hypocrisy. 
​ Read Acts 7:51-60. Saul’s background…He studied under Rabbi Gamaliel and was a 
highly respected doctor of theology who specialized in theology, torah interpretation, and 
linguistics. Saul was familiar with Roman and Greek general knowledge and arts. He was a 
Roman citizen, and loved to flash his ID. This dude was smart, and if he holds the coats at a 
stoning, it’s because the executioners respect him. 
 
The Road: What happened to Paul… 
​ Read Acts 9:1-19. Paul hangs out with Damascus disciples for a few days after his 
conversion. He wastes no time and immediately goes to synagogues and picks fights. The 
Pharisees plot to kill him so he escapes and goes to Jerusalem. The disciples in Jerusalem won’t 
see him because they believe it is a trap! 



​ Paul then hides in Arabia for 3 years spending time with God. He was also probably 
thinking about Stephen….can’t help but think that Paul’s willingness to be persecuted came from 
a place of guilt. Like, “I did it to them. Now I’ll take the hit for them.” 
 
Scoreboard: Paul's reaction to God. The Road to Rome… 

What does it look like when someone surrenders the first time? See the ‘mission brief’ at 
the end of the document for a summary of Paul’s accomplishments for Christ. 
​ How did he do all of this? Read Acts 23:11. God told Paul he was going to Rome. Which 
meant he would make it to Rome and, between here and there, he was basically untouchable. 
When Jesus guarantees you, go with gusto! 
 
How Paul viewed his Conversion… 
​ Read Galatians 1:13-18. Paul’s perspective was that God planned this. God knew his 
heart. He was zealous and proud, but also interested in doing God’s will. This zealotry went with 
Paul into his missionary journeys because he was willing to accept correction, not being totally 
proud of himself, but zealous for God. Paul was originally mistaken and hateful, but He was 
genuinely worried about God’s opinion…thus Paul turned where Pharoah would not.  
​ Read Philippians 3:4-11. Paul looked at all the pride, status, and privilege he had had as a 
persecutor as rubbish compared to actually knowing his God. Paul establishes here that the 
previous life was all a waste. Wasted time. Paul believes it’s better to suffer in righteousness than 
to flourish in ignorance. Suffering with Jesus is better than enjoying the world. 
​ Read 1 Timothy 1:12-16. Message received. “If he can forgive me, he can forgive 
anyone.” “Why not choose mercy and become a new creation rather than hate the old you to no 
avail?” 
 
How Paul viewed himself… 

Paul was honored among men, when he was against God. He was better than all his 
contemporaries, when he was a sinner. Of the flesh, Paul said he had reason to brag. 

However, once he was redeemed: He saw himself as…the chief of sinners, a former 
Blasphemer (big deal for a Pharisee to call themselves that), a former violent aggressor, a former 
opposition of the truth, Stephen’s murderer, and blessed to suffer. Paul was an equal to all the 
brethren and not to be preferred over other teachers (see letters concerning people choosing 
teachers in the early church). 

When Paul was against God, he saw himself as a mighty man who had it made. When 
Paul walked with God, he saw himself as an unworthy servant who had it right. The later status 
brought him the most joy. 
 
Compare to Pharoah… 

Pharoah was confronted 10 times vs. Paul was confronted once. Pharoah hardened his 
own heart vs. Paul, where God knew that his heart would be receptive the first time. Pharoah was 



refusing a simple request vs. Paul was being asked to lay his life down. Pharoah was unwilling to 
change his view and accept reality vs. Paul who immediately went to a synagogue to correct 
them after adjusting his own reality. Both Pharaoh and Paul were confronted by God. One 
(Pharaoh) burned his father’s kingdom for the sake of his own pride while the other (Paul) 
burned his pride for the sake of his Father’s kingdom. 
 
What did we learn from Paul… 

Paul was imprisoned in Rome for 2 years where he would work with house churches. 
Rome persecuted Christians terribly but 300 years later Christianity became Rome's official 
religion. Historically, the first modern missions to Europe came from the remnants of this 
Christian Roman Empire.  

Jewish Christians spread the Way to North Africa. It’s not inaccurate to say that a large 
majority of the Northern Hemisphere, and us, know about Jesus thanks to Paul softening his own 
heart the first time. The message of the savior reaches half the earth because a few people, 
including Paul, softened their heart and doomed their own pride. 

And Jesus knew he would. Just like Jesus knows your response to my next question. 
When God reaches out to you, what state will He find your heart in? What attitude will you have 
toward Him? Will you regard Him as a staple of your life that you turn a blind eye to because 
you are used to hearing about Him? Will you regard Him as an inconvenience because He will 
have you stop that sin you like? Will you regard Him in fear because you think, “I’m too sinful 
and too dirty for Him to use me or even to talk to me”?  

He needs to find your heart willing. You can be afraid and be willing. You can be angry 
and be willing. You could even be ambivalent and still be willing. All because you are 
committed to the mission and not just your feelings.  

If anyone can say he ‘doesn’t feel like it today’ it would be Paul…especially on the days 
he was chained to a wall, was beaten, or had a viper hanging from his hand because he decided 
to build a fire for others. But instead, God found his heart willing…despite his circumstances. 

 
 

Reflection Questions: 
●​ When God reaches out to you, what state will He find your heart in? 
●​ What if the thing God wants to redeem you is the very thing you thought disqualified 

you? How can you use past experiences or even failures to minister to and help others? 
●​ How willing are you to serve God…despite your circumstances? 

 
 



 


