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That’s My King, Part 10: The Portrayal of the King(dom), Matthew 5: 1-3

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew 5-7 is Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  The major theme is the character portrayed of those in God’s kingdom.  Christ said this in Matthew 5:20, “For I say to you, that unless your righteous-ness exceeds the righteous-ness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” The Pharisees had a legalistic, external righteousness, but the righteousness Christ described was primarily of the heart.  This is the character, the attitudes of the Christian, expressed in the Beatitudes, 	         Matthew 5: 3-10.  Today we begin with the attitude of being “poor in spirit.”

1.  DIVINE PROCLAMATION
“And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:”
Matthew 5: 1-2
· Relationship with the Lord – Ephesians 1: 3-6
· Righteousness without Legalism – Philippians 3: 8-9
· Regard for the Law  – Psalm 1: 1-3

2. DEFINED BY POVERTY
“’Blessed are the poor in spirit,’”            																				Matthew 5:3a
· Reliant on the Savior – John 15:5
· Reject Self-Sufficiency – Jeremiah 17:5, 2 Cor. 3:5
· Relentless Supplication - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
· Residual Satisfaction - 1 Timothy 6: 6-8

3.  DISTINCT PROMISE
“’…For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’”
											Matthew 5:3b
· The Faithfuls’ Possession – Ephesians 3: 16-19
· Formidable Provision - Philippians 4: 19
· Future Position – 2 Peter 3: 11-13

CONCLUSION
“When Christ teaches the Beatitudes, he teaches the character traits of those in the kingdom. True believers possess these and yet aspire to grow in them. Have you experienced poverty of spirit? It is the doorway to heaven—for without it, we won't recognize our need for salvation. It is the pathway to spiritual maturity-for those who are like children are greatest in the kingdom. Those who recognize their total dependence upon God can be used greatly by him. Moreover, poverty of spirit is also the stairwell that leads to all the  other attitudes. Poverty of spirit leads to mourning, to meekness, to hungering and thirsting for righteousness, and so on.
Are you poor in spirit? It is by this characteristic that we will ascend the stairwell of the rest of the Beatitudes.  Lord, help us to look more like You!”
											Gregory Brown

