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Small Group Discussion Guide
Week 3 | September 13, 2026
Sermon Recap
Jesus did not build the first community of disciples by gathering people who all thought alike, acted alike, or brought the same abilities. Jesus intentionally called people with different backgrounds, perspectives, and gifts and formed them around one shared mission. In the same way, God gives different spiritual gifts to different people—not so that we will compare or compete, but so that together we become the Body of Christ. This week invites us to reject comparison, recognize the gifts God has placed in ourselves and others, and begin to discover, discern, and deploy those gifts.
Opening Prayer
Holy Spirit, thank you for the gifts you have placed within each person. Free us from comparison and competition. Help us see ourselves and one another through the eyes of Jesus. Teach us to recognize, celebrate, and use the gifts you give so that together we may reflect the Body of Christ in the world. Amen.
Icebreaker
Think about a great team you have been part of—a work team, sports team, family, ministry, musical group, or something else. What made the team work well? How important were the different strengths of the people involved?
Key Points
1. Jesus cultivated unity of purpose, but diversity of gifts.
Jesus did not call a group of like-minded people. Even among the disciples were people such as Matthew the tax collector and Simon the Zealot, whose political and ideological backgrounds could hardly have been more different.
2. God gives us different gifts to complement, not compare.
Our culture constantly pushes us toward comparison and competition. The Body of Christ offers another way: recognizing that the gifts of another person do not diminish our own.
3. Every person is essential to the Body of Christ.
Our gifts may be different, but no person is an afterthought. God has gifted each follower of Jesus for a purpose.
Key Quotes
“Jesus cultivated unity of purpose, but diversity of gifts.”
“Jesus formed unity of mission, through variety of people.”
“Jesus did not call like-minded people. Jesus intentionally called people with different views, different backgrounds, and different gifts. Not by accident. On purpose.”
“God doesn’t give us gifts to compare, but to compliment.”
“You are essential. You are not an afterthought to God.”
Bible Readings
· Romans 12:1–8
· Luke 6:12–16
· Matthew 10:1–4
Discussion Questions
1. The sermon uses the image of young soccer players all chasing the ball in “The Clump.” Where do you see people or organizations fall into the trap of thinking everyone should do the same thing?
2. What strikes you about Jesus calling both Matthew the tax collector and Simon the Zealot into the same community?
3. The sermon says, “The mission of God always transcends the ideologies of the world.” What do you think that means for Christian community today?
4. Which temptation is harder for you: undervaluing your own gifts, comparing yourself to others, or dismissing the gifts of someone different from you?
5. Who is someone whose gifts are very different from yours but whose gifts you deeply value? What would be missing without that person?
6. Of the four barriers named in the sermon—undervaluing others’ gifts, not using our gifts, not knowing our gifts, or not knowing how to use them—which feels most relevant to you right now?
What’s Next?
Practice Discover, Discern, Deploy this week.
· Discover: Ask someone who knows you well, “What gifts do you see in me?” Then tell someone else one gift you see in them.
· Discern: Pray, “God, why have you given me this gift or passion? Where might you be calling me to use it?”
· Deploy: Take one small step. Use a gift God has given you somewhere it can serve another person or meet a real need.
Closing Prayer
Gracious God, you have made us wonderfully different and called us into one Body. Help us reject the pressure to compare, compete, or conform. Give us eyes to see the gifts in others, courage to use the gifts you have given us, and wisdom to discern where those gifts meet the needs of your world. Unite us in the mission of Jesus so that our lives together may become a witness to your kingdom. Amen.
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