A Bruised Reed
Discussion Questions based on Isaiah 42:1-9

Ice Breakers
1. When you think of a powerful person, what qualities or behaviours do you normally associate with power? 
2. Can you think of a time when someone showed you unexpected kindness or gentleness when you were struggling? What made it meaningful? 

Read Isaiah 42:1-9 as a group.  Then answer the following questions:
3. What stands out to you about the way God describes His Servant and the way He will bring justice? 
4. Verse 3 says, “A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering wick He will not snuff out.” What do these images reveal about the Servant’s character and the kinds of people He moves toward? 
5. Verses 3–4 repeatedly emphasize the Servant establishing justice. Based on this passage, what seems distinctive about both the justice He brings and the way He brings it? 
6. What do verses 5-9 tell us about the scope of the Servant’s mission? What kinds of change does God intend to accomplish through Him? 
7. The sermon from Sunday described Jesus as a “Servant King” who has enormous power but uses it differently from the way we normally expect powerful people to use it. How does Jesus challenge our assumptions about what true power looks like? 
8. The sermon argued that Jesus establishes justice and restores shalom by taking our “bruising” upon Himself rather than destroying those responsible for the world’s brokenness. How does this change or deepen your understanding of the cross? 

Break into groups of two or three.  Answer the following questions then pray for each other.
9. Where in your life do you currently feel most like a “bruised reed” or “smoldering wick”? What might it look like to allow Jesus to meet you there rather than trying to fix yourself? 
10. Jesus uses His power to serve, heal, and sacrifice for others. Where might He be inviting you to use whatever influence, strength, resources, or authority you have in a more Christlike way this week?

