/ UTHERAN CHURCH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

Introduction

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.



PRELUDE

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

(Please Stand)
ALL THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN

CCLI Song # 6518275
Matt Maher | Paul Moak | Trevor Morgan
© 2013 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing; Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music; Trevor Morgan Music

Verse 1
You are not alone if you are lonely
When you feel afraid you're not the only
We are all the same in need of mercy
To be forgiven and be free
It's all you got to lean on
But thank God it's all you need

Chorus
And all the people said amen whoa
And all the people said amen
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends
And all the people said amen

Verse 2
If you're rich or poor well it don't matter
Weak or strong you know love is what we're after
We're all broken but we're all in this together
God knows we stumble and fall
And He so loved the world
He sent His son to save us all

Bridge
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart
Blessed are the people hungry for another start
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.

Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21

5 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph'’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 6 So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 7 ‘Say to Joseph:
| beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. '8 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here
as your slaves.” '9But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? 2° Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. 2! So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 18: 21-35
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often
should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you,
seventy-seven times.

28“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, 25and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 2 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. 3' When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on
you?’ 3 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother
or sister from your heart.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON RENE HOLLEBRANDSE
(Please Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY HERE | AM, LORD (ELW#574)

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be Seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION -GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS

(Please Stand)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

(Please be seated)

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice
is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing
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COMMUNION HYMN

Chorus 1
We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
Lord use our voices
Lord use our hands
Lord use our lives they are Yours

We are an offering

Bridge
All that we have
All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to You
We give to You

Chorus 2
We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
We are an offering

(Please stand)

COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

WE ARE AN OFFERING

CCLI Song # 16220
Dwight Liles
© 1984 Curb Word Music

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the

Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY

CCLI Song # 7168697
Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Pat Barrett
© 2021 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; S. D. G. Publishing; Vamos Publishing; Jingram Tunes; So Essential Tunes

Verse 1
It all comes down to this
What you require of me
Love my neighbor as myself
And You above all things

Chorus
Act justly love mercy walk humbly
With You God
In all things in all ways walk humbly
With You God

Verse 2
It all comes down to this
To be Your hands and feet
Good news to all the world
The truth will set us free

Bridge
It's beauty for ashes
It's mourning to dancing
It's closer and closer
The Kingdom of heaven

Verse 3
Years from now we'll see
The fruit our hands have sown
Faith just like a seed
The only way it grows

Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY.

WE HOPE EVERY PERSON FELT WELCOMED HERE, ESPECIALLY OUR GUESTS. WE TRUST THAT OUR
TIME TOGETHER HAS FILLED YOU WITH A SENSE OF JOY AND PEACE, AND WE INVITE YOU TO
RETURN SOON.



BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music music@bethelwinchester.com
Nina Davis, Office Manager office@bethelwinchester.com
George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety security@bethelwinchester.com
and Security

Shawn Garner, Facility Management facility@bethelwinchester.com
Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers office@bethelwinchester.com
Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry youth@bethelwinchester.com
Patty White, Parish Custodian annwhite54@aol.com
Financial or Giving Questions office@bethelwinchester.com

Council Executive Committee

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY & COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com

LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408, EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com

CouNnciL GENERAL MEMBERS
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