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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX

Angelic Powers were above Thy tomb, and they that guarded Thee became
as dead. And Mary stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate Body.
Thou hast despoiled Hades and wast not tried thereby. Thou didst meet the
Virgin and didst grant us life. O Thou Who didst arise from the dead, Lord,
glory be to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF FOREFEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE
TWO
We offer thee in mediation the life-giving Cross which, of Thy goodness,
Thou hast given unto us, the unworthy, O Lord. Save Thy hierarchs and Thy
flock, and grant Thou peace through the Theotokos, O only Lover of
mankind.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE CONSECRATION IN TONE FOUR
Thou hast revealed the earthly majesty of the dwelling place of the holy
glory, O Lord, as the brilliance of the firmament on high. Make firm its
foundation unto ages of ages and receive our fervent supplications which are
offered to thee therein; through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Life
and Resurrection of all.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou
didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
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KONTAKION OF THE CONSECRATION IN TONE FOUR

The Church is shown to be a many-lighted heaven that doth shine a guiding
light upon all them that do believe; wherein while standing, we cry aloud:
Do Thou Thyself now establish this house, O Lord.
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THE EPISTLE
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O Lord my God.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18)
Brethren, see how large a letter I have written to you with my own hand. As
many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they compel you to be
circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the Cross of Christ. For
not even those who are circumcised do themselves keep the Law; but they
desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. But God
forbid that I should boast, except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through Whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ
Jesus, neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creation. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be upon them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God. Henceforth, let no one trouble me; for |




bear in my body the brand-marks of the Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (3:13-17)
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended
from heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that
He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”
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HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFEERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY:: The parishioners of the Church of the Redeemer; for the
good health of the festival Co-Chairs Suleiman Araj and Janna Dughman
and all supporters, donors, benefactors, workers, and participants at the Food
Festival this year. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fadi and Rana Hanani for the good health of their daughter
Angelena on the occasion of her birthday (Sep 10), for the good health of
Rana on the occasion of her birthday (Sep 8) and the good health of Randa
and the Hanani family. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Samer Dabit for the good health of his wife Rouba on the
occasion of her birthday (Sept 5), and the good health of their children; Farid
and Celine, and the Dabit family. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Widad Saah and her daughters; Shadin and Daleen and
their families in the memory of beloved husband, father and grandfather Dr.
Ibrahim Saah (3year memorial). Memory Eternal!

OFFERED BY: Widad Saah, Musa and Marwan Awad and their families in
loving memory of their beloved mother and father, Afaf and Nabih Awad.
Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: Church 43" Annual Food Festival

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26c¢422
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Services Schedule
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for VVespers)

PARISH COUNCIL 2026
The Parish Council members’ of 2026. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Henry Veizades, Secretary; Rima
Gannage, Maher Fasheh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Jake Timothy,
Edmund Khinno and Sal Hanhan. Roula Haddad will represent the
Antiochian Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men
Fellowship Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2026. Roula Haddad
(Chairwoman), Dania Amireh (Vice- Chairwoman), Ibtisam Kreitem
(Secretary/ Communication), Wardeh Asfour (Kitchen/Coffee Hour), Rima
Gannage (Bookkeeping), Diana Khoury (Myrrh Barrier), and Hala Aboujudom
(Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Dimitry Youssef (President of the Young Adults
in the Diocese of Los Angles and the West) @ (408)364-5670, or
Fr.Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARYS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Riad
Akkary, Secretary; Mila Haddad, Treasurer; Gabreilla Ajlouni, Social Media
Coordinator; Adriana Ajlouni.




J2a* & SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children
ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church
Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 8/30/26 and ends 5/16/27. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/16/27. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Isabelle Achkar, Jennifer Lutton, Caitlin Timothy, Randa Hanani,
Samuel Hage, Heather Simonovich and Hussam Ibrahim.

The Cross in Our Life, Part One
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)
The Cross of the World and Its Gifts
Blessed Augustine says: “I know three categories: One saves through the cross,
another is saved through the cross, and the third is condemned by the cross.” Christ
alone belongs to the first category. The rest of us belong to one of the other two.

The cross stands before every human being. There is no one who does not have
one cross or more. As long as death is present, crosses will remain part of our
personal lives. Because this present world is passing away, and because our own
existence is passing away with it, we experience pain, anguish, and sorrow.
This is because we bind our feelings—which form part of our very being—to
the image of this transitory world.

We therefore face one of two choices: either to flee from the cross and avoid it,
or to confront it with courage, faith, and acceptance. Fleeing only increases the
cross’s weight; it does nothing more than change its name. In reality, it means
exchanging one cross for another—one that may appear lighter to the person
fleeing, but that is, in truth, heavier than the cross from which he fled.
Confronting the cross, on the other hand, means accepting it willingly at the
beginning of the journey—even if not yet joyfully—and seeking to discover its
meaning and its role in forming and shaping the person who bears it.
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Before Christ, the cross was an instrument of death; through Christ, it became a
source of life. Pain and suffering once led to despair, and despair is spiritual
death. In Christ, however, they have become a path toward liberation and the
discovery of true life—a life that transcends the familiar conditions of this
temporal existence. Every Sunday morning we proclaim: “Through the Cross,
joy has come into all the world.” Did not the Cross precede the Resurrection and
the life that burst forth from the tomb?

Our contemporary way of life may hinder our encounter with true life. A
person often stands before the beautiful gifts of this world, becomes immersed
in them, and confines himself to the desire to possess them, without noticing
what lies beyond them—or even the One who gave them. Their brilliance
entices him to acquire more and more, until, with time, he becomes their
captive. His life thus passes within a narrow framework devoted solely to
satisfying the desires of this earthly life.

This beautiful world in which we live is a gift from God—or, at least, this is
how we ought to regard it. Just as we care for a gift, receive it with joy and
delight, strive to preserve it, and feel gratitude toward the one who gave it to us,
so too must we care for this world, preserve it, and remain constantly grateful
to God for it.

In reality, our “beautiful planet has been transformed into a slaughterhouse,” as
Saint Justin Popovi¢ expressed it, because of humanity’s greed and selfish
appetite for exploiting its resources in a deadly pursuit of profit and
consumption.

When we receive a gift from someone, we ought first to look toward the person
who gave it, rather than allowing our eyes to remain fixed on the gift itself.
Consumer society has weakened the spirit of gratitude in modern man while
cultivating his desire to possess. His gaze has thus become fixed solely upon the
product. Little by little, and without noticing it—often even unintentionally—he

becomes enslaved to the gift.

Health is a gift. The beauty of nature is a gift. Clean air is a gift. Family is a gift.
Work and productivity are gifts. Income is a gift. Wholesome recreation is a
gift. Friends are gifts—and the list goes on. How numerous are God’s gifts to



us! But are we aware of them? Do we receive them with joy and thanksgiving,
drawing ever closer to their Giver? Do they lead us to Him?

Naturally, a healthy person loves the giver personally for who he is and not
merely because of his gift. Likewise, a Christian loves God for who He is, not
merely for His gifts. The wise person does not stop at the gift as though it were
the ultimate reality. He knows that it will eventually pass away and that the joy
it gives is temporary, having its season before its radiance fades. He therefore
turns toward the Giver—the everlasting and ever-present source of every gift—
namely, God.

In truth, every gift entails a certain cross. This cross reveals to us that none of
these gifts constitutes the final and ultimate reality. Herein lies the true cross of
the gifts of our world: the cross that arises from the alternation between
receiving a gift and losing it. Not all our dreams are fulfilled, nor are they
fulfilled whenever we desire. Thus, our lives move between success and failure,
eagerness and weariness, joy and sorrow. What we desire may be fulfilled
entirely or only partially; conversely, we may lose it in part or altogether. This
cross is especially painful for those who have not learned gratitude, who have
not yet understood the meaning of true life, and who continue to confine it
within the limits of this earthly existence.

The absence or loss of a gift leads us to ask why. Its loss also makes us more
aware of its place and role in our lives. The more important and essential the lost
gift is, the greater and higher the possibility of spiritual growth for the person
who has lost it.

In my youth, I was deeply moved by a virtuous woman who fell asleep in the
Lord many years ago. She spent a year and a half in the hospital and underwent
several successive operations. Her husband divorced her while she was
hospitalized, and she had no children. She suffered greatly and her heavy cross
moved her to question the meaning of all that had happened to her. With the
help of her spiritual father and faithful friends, she discovered that she was
being called to a noble mission. She dedicated her life to nursing education at a
time when no nursing schools existed, and also to teaching a pure spiritual
theology, which was rare in those days.



The Christian bears this cross of the world—and the cross of his own
existence—not only with acceptance but also with a certain joy, because he
knows that beyond this cross there is a life that does not perish. Through this
faith, the Christian sees the world as crucified and dead to him. He also sees
himself, together with all his inclinations, as crucified and dead to this present
world. The believer works to improve this present world, even as it moves
toward decay and death. He cultivates within it the seeds of the coming
resurrection by striving toward his own personal resurrection and toward the
resurrection of this world, which is the gift.

Throughout this journey of life, a person may discover, through tragedy and
suffering, the meaning behind losing certain things that had seemed essential to
him. Many times, however, he may also discover grace within their loss. He
then gives thanks to God, because he would never have noticed the things that
are truly more essential had he continued to enjoy those things that were taken
from him.

Such was the experience of some who spent years in solitary confinement
because of their faith. Amid the tragedy of what they endured, they experienced
and tasted a divine grace that filled them with a profound peace — a peace they
found themselves missing after they were released from prison. Their crosses
refined their characters and made them more illumined, preparing them to fulfill
an essential role later in life.

Read some of biographies of the Orthodox Romanian prisoners during the
communist era. In this sense, the Romanian priest and theologian, Saint
Dumitru Staniloae, who was himself imprisoned because of his Christian faith,
says that the world, together with our existence within it, is the cross that we
must bear until the end of our earthly lives. We experience the transitory nature
of this world as an unceasing cross. Yet through our Christian faith and the
grace of God, we can live this cross in the hope of the Resurrection. For this
reason, we bear it with joy.
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Father and Son Running for the Building Project

¥
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Run with Fr. Samer
and Dominic for Our
Church

Organized by 7] 44,675 to goal

Father Samer Yous... [ Donate now!

On November 8, 2026, Fr. Samer and his son Dominic will run the Monterey Bay
Half Marathon to raise funds for the Church of the Redeemer Building Project.

Fr. Samer and Dominic’s goal is to raise funds through this half-marathon. Please
consider sponsoring their run and helping us take full advantage of this
extraordinary $500,000 matching opportunity.

Every gift brings us one step closer to the finish line!

To donate, please visit our GoFundMe campaign,

https://gofund.me/52a963ee7

Or online or send a check to the Church of the Redeemer 380 Magdalena Ave Los
Altos Hills CA, 94024.

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus...” —
Hebrews 12:1-2
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WELCOMING NOTE FROM OUR PRIEST

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the entire Church of the Redeemer family, it is my great joy to welcome you
to our 2026 Mediterranean Food Festival, September 12—13!

This festival is one of the highlights of our parish life each year, and we are delighted to
open our doors and share with our neighbors throughout the Bay Area the warmth,
hospitality, traditions, and faith of our Orthodox Christian community.

Of course, you will find plenty of delicious Mediterranean food, lively music, dancing,
raffle prizes, and activities for the whole family. But our festival is about more than food
and entertainment. It is an opportunity to welcome you into our home and share with you a
little of who we are.

Throughout the weekend, we invite you to take a guided tour of our beautiful church and
experience the richness of Orthodox Christian worship, sacred art, and newly installed
iconography in the narthex. Whether you are visiting us for the first time or have been
coming for many years, we hope you will feel truly welcome.

A Special Opportunity to Help Build Our Future

We are also excited to share an important update about our long-awaited Building Project.
By God's grace and through the generosity of a faithful parishioner, we have received a
$500,000 Matching Challenge! Every dollar donated toward our Building Project will be
matched dollar-for-dollar, up to $500,000, through December 31, 2026.

With county approvals in hand and our architectural plans advancing, we are closer than
ever to beginning construction of our new Fellowship Hall, Sunday School, and community
space.

This new building will serve our children, families, parish ministries, and the wider
community for generations to come.

Every meal you enjoy, every raffle ticket you purchase, and every donation you make
during the festival helps bring us one step closer to groundbreaking. If you would like to
learn more about the Building Project or the matching challenge, please visit our designated
Building Project booth during the festival. We would be delighted to share our vision with
you.

Whether you are Mediterranean or not, Orthodox or not, you are welcome here. Our doors
are open to everyone, and it would be my personal joy to meet you and share this special
weekend with you.

Thank you for being part of our community and for supporting the Church of the
Redeemer. May God bless you and your loved ones with peace, health, and every good gift.
I warmly welcome you to our 2026 Mediterranean Food Festival. We look forward to
celebrating with you!

Faithfully yours in Christ,

V. Rev. Fr. Samer Youssef, D.Min.
Pastor




Building Project Update

As we celebrate the glorious Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of our Lord and the Patronal
Feast of our parish on August 6th, we are grateful to share wonderful news with our church
family.

Through the generosity of a faithful benefactor who has learned that our parish is nearing the
beginning of construction, we have been blessed with a new matching gift challenge of up
to $500,000 for our Building Project. Every donation made toward the project between now
and December 31 will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to this amount.

By God’s grace, we are now in the final stages of preparation for construction. The Building
Committee and the Parish Council are working diligently to complete the selection of the
general contractor and to finalize the remaining details of the project. Together, they will
continue to meet over the coming weeks to prepare a comprehensive presentation for the
parish.

A General Parish Meeting will be held in October, during which the Building Committee
and Parish Council will present the proposed construction timeline, project updates, and
important information regarding the Fellowship Hall, Sunday School, and Preschool/Daycare
building. The exact date of the meeting will be announced in the coming weeks.

We prayerfully encourage every member of our parish family to take advantage of this
extraordinary matching opportunity. Your generous support will help us maximize this
blessing and bring us one step closer to beginning construction of this long-awaited project,
which will serve our parish and future generations.

As we celebrate Christ’s Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, we are reminded that the Lord
revealed His divine glory to strengthen and encourage His disciples. We believe that the same
Lord is present with us today, guiding and blessing our parish in Los Altos Hills. May He
continue to inspire each of us to offer our gifts with joyful and generous hearts, so that
together we may build for His glory and for the growth of His holy Church.

May God bless you abundantly, and may the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration fill you
and your family with His light, peace, and joy.

GIVE TO ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE
REDEEMER

https:/Www.orthodoxredeemer.org/funds
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380 Magdalena Avenue, Los Altos Hills, CA 94024
® (650) 941-1570 | @ www.orthodoxredeemer.org

- V. Rev. Fr. Samer Youssef
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43RD ANNUAL
Medlterranean Food Festlval

FAITH e FAMILY o FOOD ¢ COMMUNITY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

1:00 PM -9:00 PM ﬁ 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM

ADMISSION: $5 | CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE

4, | PEATURED ENTERTAINMENT—
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PERFORMING "3
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

[ - - H AUTHENTIC SHAWARMA

SHAW ﬂ R m II .j Y SERVED ALL WEEKEND
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{GRAND PRIZE |
/%= WINA

TESLA

MODEL 3

7 . BRIDGES COMMUNITY CHURCH )
‘k m FREE PARKING AT: 625 MAGDALENA AVE. LOS ALTOS HILLS, CA




