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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

16th Sunday After Pentecost  
September 13, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment 
of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless 
mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be 
signs of reconciliation in the world.  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.  

Amen.  

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions 
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us 
to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

Hear this good news:  

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of 
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “God’s Work, Our Hands”  ACS 1000 vs. 1,2  

 

  

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with 
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

READINGS  

Genesis 50:15 -21 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us 
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 14:1 -12 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating 
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain 
must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stan d. 
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their ow n 
minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not 
die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 
we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

CHILDREN’S  TIME   

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18 th chapter beginning at the 21 st verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 18:21-35 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy -seven times. 23 “For this reason, the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave 
him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, 
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Take My Life, That I May Be”  ELW 583  
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CELEBRATION OF VOCATION  
We are called to proclaim the good news: 

God is at work! 

This good news is not left in some history long ago or a place far away: 

God is at work in the world still today! 

In us and through us, God is glorified in our work. 

When we offer a helping hand, God is praised. 

When we share of our abundance, God is known in the world. 

God is at work in us! 

In our service today and in our daily lives, 

let us live out what God has called us to in baptism. 

God is at work through our hands! 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS  
 

LEADER: Let us pray. O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have blessed us with so many Gifts – a good eye for color, the 
ability to make fine stitches, the skills to develop ever -new and exciting patterns. Now we offer the fruits of our labors, the 
Qui lts we have made, to you.  

PEOPLE: We dedicate these Quilts to your service, trusting that your love will go wherever each Quilt is sent, making it 
more than just a piece of material, a collection of items, - making each piece we have created an expression of love. 
There is no way for us to imagine the power and effect an act of love can have on a person’s life – how you can use 
something as small as a Quilt to radiate your love from us to the world. May these be used in your service a become 
bles sing for all those who receive them.  

LEADER: Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving hand. Give us grace to honor you will all of our being: 
draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control our wills, so that we may be wholly yours. Use us as 
you will, always to your glory and the welfare of you r people.  

Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPL E  
Gathered into God’s embrace, let us lift our voices on behalf of a weary and wounded world. 

God of love, send us out filled with your love and life. Be known in our daily living, that your love may be known 

through our proclamation.  

God, we pray, 

open our hands in love. 

God of creation, remind us to be good stewards of your diverse and beautiful world.  

God, we pray, 

open our hands in love. 

God of peace, fill the hearts of those who rule, govern and lead. Give them and us compassion to guide the peoples of 

this world in the ways of truth, justice, equity and peace.  

God, we pray, 

open our hands in love. 

God of healing, visit those who yearn for your wholeness, especially those whose names and needs we lift up now 

(names and needs added as desired). Encourage all those who bear another’s burdens. Give wisdom and perseverance 

to all who work in health care professions. God, we pray, 

open our hands in love. 

God of service, give us strength and humility. In our service to those near and far, whose needs are visible or invisible, 

may we find you in the faces of our neighbors.  

God, we pray, 

open our hands in love. 

For what else do we pray? 
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Everlasting God, support us in this life. As we remember those who have gone before as examples of faithful living and 

honor those whose faith was known only to you, inspire us to follow their example of baptismal life until we join with 

them in worship.  

God, we pray, 

open our hands in love. 

Into your wounded hands of love, O God, we place all our prayers, trusting in your mercy through the crucified and 

risen one Jesus. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
MEAL  

OFFERTORY  “What a Wonderful World” by Weiss/Thiele  Adelyn Scheiblich  

  Piano  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

God of creation,  

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we 
have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  

Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you.  

And also, with you.  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise . 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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LA MB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

COMMUNION  
This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please come  
forward at the direction of the  usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat flour. The 
wine is in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center contain  grape juice. 
Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your chest. 
Come and see that the Lord is good.  

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “One Bread, One Body”  ELW 496 

 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  ELW 773 

 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  ELW 479 
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Sustaining God,  

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to 
serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray . 

Amen  

SENDING  
z 

BLESSING  
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.  

Amen.  

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING HYMN  “God’s Work. Our Hands”  ACS 1000 vs. 3,4  

  See Insert 

SENDING  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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Preacher/Presider  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  Bill Campbell  

Kayla Morelli  

Ushers:  Vicki Hergott  

Reader:  Barb Mohr  

Communion 
Assistants:  

Jeff Satur 

Shannon Satur  

Organist/Pianist:  Jeffrey Hartmann  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families 
can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel 
near the front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the 
Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available 
from the ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg 
Chapel parking lot, one -half block north of the church 
on Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the 
church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower 
level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and 
video recorded for online sharing and archival 
purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for 
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

 


