Don't Waste the Tape
What a Little Piece of Tape Teaches Us
About Time and Eternity
TEXT   Psalm 90:12 (KJV)
THEME   Time & Eternity
	"So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." — Psalm 90:12 (KJV)


I want you to look at something with me this morning.
This is a rope. But I want you to imagine with me that this is no ordinary rope. Imagine this rope doesn't stop at that wall. Imagine it doesn't stop at those doors. Imagine it runs out of this building, down the street, out past the edge of South Charleston, up over those West Virginia hills, across the ocean, around the world, out past the moon, past the sun, past every star you have ever seen on the clearest night of your life — and it never, ever stops. No end. Not a mile. Not a million miles. Forever.
That rope — that endless, unending rope — is eternity.
Now I want you to look at something else. (Hold up the taped tip.) Right here, on the very end of this rope, is a little piece of tape. Just about two inches. You could almost miss it. Next to all that rope, it's nothing. It's a speck.
Church, that little piece of tape — that two inches — is your whole life on this earth.
Everything. Every birthday you will ever celebrate. Every paycheck you will ever earn. Every game you will ever coach, every meal you will ever eat, every worry that keeps you up at night, every dream, every heartache, every trophy on the shelf, every dollar in the bank — all of it, the whole thing, your entire life from the day you were born to the day they lay you in the ground — all of it fits right here on this little piece of tape.

And here is the question I want to burn into every heart in this room this morning. It's a simple question, but it will decide everything about how you live: Which part are you living for? The tape — or the rope?
Because I'll tell you what most people do. Most people spend every ounce of energy they have decorating the tape. They polish the tape. They fight over the tape. They worry about the tape. They will lie, cheat, claw, and climb for two inches of tape — and never once, not one single time, stop and think about the endless rope that stretches out beyond it forever.
That's what Moses is getting at in our text this morning. Turn with me to Psalm 90, verse 12. Moses — a man near the end of his own piece of tape — prays this prayer:
	"So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." — Psalm 90:12



Number our days. Count the tape. Look honestly at how short it really is — so that we might get wise about the rope.
That's the whole sermon this morning, and I've got three things I want to show you. Three simple truths about the tape and the rope. Here's where we're going: the tape is short, the rope is forever, and — this is the one that ought to shake us — the tape decides the rope.
Let's pray, and then let's dig in.
Point One: The Tape Is Short
So Value Your Time  ·  

Here's the first truth: the tape is short. Your life on this earth is short. And the Bible never lets us pretend otherwise.
Now, we don't like to hear that. We live like the tape goes on forever. We live like we've got all the time in the world. We say things like, "One of these days I'm going to get right with God." "Someday I'm going to slow down and spend more time with my family." "When things settle down, I'll finally start living the way I know I should." Someday. One of these days. When things settle down.
Church, let me tell you something about "someday" — someday is not written on your tape. You are not promised someday. You are only promised right now, and even that is a gift.
Listen to how James puts it. James chapter 4, verse 14:
	"For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." — James 4:14



A vapor. You know what a vapor is? Go outside on a cold morning here in West Virginia in January. Breathe out. You see that little cloud? (Mime breathing out into cold air.) There it is — and there it goes. Gone. That, James says, is your life. Here for a little while, and then gone.
I've stood beside a lot of caskets in my time as a pastor. And I want to tell you something I've learned standing there. I have never — not one single time — stood beside a casket and heard a family say, "You know what, they just worked too little. They just didn't spend enough hours at the office." I've never heard that. Never once.
But I have stood beside caskets and heard, "I wish I'd had more time." "I wish I'd said the things I never said." "I wish I'd made it right while I still could." Because when you're standing at the end of the tape, you finally see how short the tape really was.

Moses says, "Teach us to number our days." Number them. Count them. Not so we'll be depressed — but so we'll be wise. There is a kind of foolishness that comes from thinking the tape is endless. And there is a deep, holy wisdom that comes from knowing the tape is short.
You see, when you know your time is short, you stop wasting it on things that don't matter. You stop giving your best hours to things that will be gone the second the tape runs out. You start asking, "Is this worth a piece of my tape? Is this argument worth it? Is this grudge worth it? Is this worry worth it? Is chasing this one more thing worth a piece of the only tape I will ever get?"
Now think about it. Nobody in their right mind pours their whole fortune into something they're only going to own for two inches. If I told you, "I'll sell you this house, but you can only live in it for two minutes," you wouldn't spend your life savings on it. Of course not. And yet — that is exactly what people do with their lives. They pour everything they have, every hope, every ounce of their heart, into two inches of tape — and give not one thought to the endless rope beyond it.
Beloved, the tape is short. So the question isn't just, "How much time do I have?" The question is, "What am I doing with the time I've got?" Not just your hours — your heart. Where are your affections? What are you living for?
Because the tape is short. And you cannot add one inch to it. But by the grace of God, you can decide what you do with it.
But here's the thing — the tape isn't the whole story. It was never meant to be. And that brings me to the second truth.

Point Two: The Rope Is Forever
So Live for Eternity  ·  
The second truth is this: the rope is forever.
The tape ends. But you don't. That's the part we forget. When this little piece of tape runs out — and it will, for every single one of us in this room — you don't stop existing. You keep going. Right out onto the rope. Forever.
Every person sitting in this sanctuary this morning is going to spend eternity somewhere. That's not a scare tactic — that's just the plain teaching of Scripture. You are an eternal being wearing a temporary body. The tape is temporary. But you — the real you — you're built for the rope.
Listen to Paul. Second Corinthians chapter 4, verse 18:
	"While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal." — 2 Corinthians 4:18



Look at what he's saying. The things you can see — the house, the car, the bank account, the body in the mirror — all of that is the tape. It's temporal. It's temporary. But the things you can't see — your soul, your eternity, the God who made you — that's the rope. That's what's real. That's what lasts.

And here's the great tragedy of the human race. Most people spend the whole tape ignoring the rope. They live for what they can see and forget what they can't. They build bigger barns, like the rich fool Jesus talked about — bigger barns to hold more stuff on a tape that's about to run out — and God says to that man, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be?" He had a full tape and an empty rope.
Jesus said it plainly in Matthew 6: don't lay up treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy — lay up treasures in heaven. In other words: quit pouring everything into the tape. Start investing in the rope.

Let me ask you a question. If I stood here this morning and offered you a deal — I said, "I'll give you two inches of comfort right now, today, or I'll give you miles and miles and miles of joy that never ends" — which would you take? You'd take the miles. Every one of you. You'd have to be out of your mind to trade endless joy for two inches of comfort.
And yet — that is exactly the choice in front of every soul. That's the trade the gospel puts before you: lay down your grip on the tape, and gain the rope. Stop living for two inches. Start living for forever.
I'm not saying the tape doesn't matter. It matters enormously — you'll see why in a minute. What I'm saying is the tape was never meant to be the point. The tape is the doorway. The rope is the house. And nobody in their right mind spends their whole life standing in the doorway, admiring the doorway, decorating the doorway — and never walks into the house.
Fix your eyes on the rope, church. Every choice you make on this tape sends an echo down the rope. What you do with Christ. How you treat the people God put around you. Where you put your treasure, your time, your trust. These are rope-sized decisions — and you're making them with tape-sized time.
Which brings me to the third truth. And church, if you've been half-listening up to now, I need you to lean in for this one. Because this is the truth that changes everything.

Point Three: The Tape Decides the Rope
So Choose Christ Now  ·  
Here it is — the third truth, and the most important one I'll say all morning: the tape decides the rope.
This little two inches — this short, fragile, vapor of a life — this is where it gets settled. The decisions you make right here, on the tape, determine where you spend the entire rest of the rope. Forever.
That's what makes the tape so precious. It's not that the tape is long — it's short. It's that the tape is decisive. What you do in these two inches echoes for all eternity. The tape is small, but oh, it is not insignificant. It is the most important two inches in all of creation, because the tape decides the rope.
And that means the time to decide is not out there somewhere on the rope. The time to decide is here. Now. On the tape. Listen to Paul in Second Corinthians 6, verse 2:
	"behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." — 2 Corinthians 6:2



Now. Not someday. Not when things settle down. Not on your deathbed, if you even get one. Now. While you still have tape left in your hands.
Because here's the hard truth I have to preach whether it's comfortable or not: when the tape runs out, the deciding is over. You don't get to make the choice out on the rope. You make it here, or you don't make it at all. The rich man in Luke 16 wanted to go back and warn his brothers — but his tape was gone. The deciding was done.
So don't waste the tape. Paul says it in Ephesians 5, verses 15 and 16:
	"See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil." — Ephesians 5:15-16



Redeem the time. That word "redeem" means to buy it back — to buy the tape back from waste, to make it count, to spend it on the one thing that will still matter when the tape is long gone.
And what is that one thing? It's a Person. It's Jesus Christ.
Because here is the good news — and this is the best news you will ever hear. You cannot make your tape one inch longer. Not one. But when you give your short little tape to Jesus Christ — when you lay it down at the foot of the cross and say, "Lord, my two inches are Yours" — He takes that tape, and He secures your place on the rope with Him. Forever. A rope of life. A rope of joy. A rope of the presence of God that never, ever ends.
That's the trade. Your two inches for His forever. Your tape for His rope. And church, that is the greatest deal in the history of the universe.

Now I've coached enough football to know something. No team ever won a championship in the last two seconds of the game by a squad that goofed off all season. You don't prepare for the big game when the clock is running out. You prepare now, while there's still time on the clock, while the season's still in front of you. The preparation happens before the whistle blows.
Well, the whistle is going to blow on this tape. For every one of us. And you prepare for the rope now — while you've still got tape in your hands. The worst thing in the world would be to run all the way to the end of the tape and realize you never made the one decision that decided the whole rope.

So I've got to ask you this morning, the same question I started with, but now you know what's riding on it: Which are you living for — the tape or the rope? And have you settled it? Have you given your tape to Jesus?
Because if you spend your whole life polishing the tape and you never deal with the rope — you'll come to the end of these two inches with nothing but two inches. But if you give this short little tape to Christ, He'll give you the rope. Eternal life. With Him. World without end.

Conclusion
Approx. 3 minutes

Two inches of tape. An endless rope. That's the picture. That's your life and your eternity, right here in my hands.
The tape is a gift — every inch of it. God gave it to you on purpose, for a purpose. But it was never meant to be the whole story. It's the doorway to the rope.
So number your days. Count the tape. See how short it really is. And let that make you wise — wise enough to redeem the time, wise enough to fix your eyes on what's eternal, wise enough to give your short little tape to the God who's offering you the whole rope.
Don't live for the tape, church. Live for the rope.

