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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 13, 2026

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993
Web Site: memluth.org
E-mail: office@memluth.org
717-532-4614

Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memliuth.org
Office Hours: Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another,
since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against
one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times
reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of
forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE “Air from Water Music” - Handel

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

Please remain standing or stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” ELW 452
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our  sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for
the crime they had done against him. You intended to do me harm,
Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save
many lives.

'“Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge agalnst us and pays us back in full for all
the wrong that we did to him?” '° So they approached Joseph, saying,
“Your father gave this instruction before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: |
beg you, forglve the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of
the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. "® Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as
your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the
glace of God? “’ Even though you intended to do harm to me, God



intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is
doing today. *' So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 103:1-13 READ RESPONSIVELY
'Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
“Bless the Lorbp, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
“who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
°who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
° 0 LoRbD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
° LoRD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
?you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
'"“You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
"' For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
'“ As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
"* As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here
Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in worship
and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong
to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

"Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. “ Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. ° Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who
eat, for God has welcomed them. “Who are you to pass judgment on
slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
E‘hey will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. ° Some



judge one day to be better than another, while others Judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ° Those who ob-
serve the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the
Lord, since they glve thanks to God, wh|Ie those who abstain, abstain
for the Lord and give thanks to God "For we do not live to ourselves,
and we do not die to ourselves. °If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s. ?For to this end Christ died and I|ved again, so that
he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. '*Why do you pass
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
"' For it is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.” ' So then, each one of us
will be held accountable.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with
a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited
mercy of God.

“ Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sms
against me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” *
Jesus sald to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven
times. “* “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may | be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. “*When he began
the reckonmg, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him, “*and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold,

5



together with his wife and children and all his possessions and pay-
ment to be made. “° So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” *" And out of pitg/
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. *
But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat
he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” “’Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ *’But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. *"When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. * Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
**Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy
on you? “*And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until
he would pay his entire debt. *°So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY ‘I Come With Joy” ELW 482

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

God of the called and sent, revive deeply in us the desire to follow you
closely as your disciples. Help us, we pray, to drop our nets and abide
with you. Touch our hearts, enlighten our minds, and stir our spirit to
share the fruits of our faith with all people. Give us the strength to carry
our cross and walk humbly in Your grace. Hear us, O God: Your
mercy is great.

Lord God of all goodness, be with every student, teacher, and parent at
the beginning of this school year. Bring peace where there is anxiety,
joy where there’s stress, and strength for every challenge ahead.
Cover them with your protection and guide their hearts and minds each
day. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free
the lives of any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your
children in need (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders (like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople,
whom we remember today) to hold all in authority accountable for any
misuse of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy

as we remember (name/s, and) all those who have gone before us.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE Please greet those around you

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Please be seated.

SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY “O God Beyond All Praising”
text, M. Perry

The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abun-
dantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what
we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to
you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Read Together
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you
gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your
holy will and accomplished our salvation.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to
serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and +
give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” ELW 544

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Te Deum Prelude” - Charpentier

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407

Sunday, September 13, 2026 - John was a priest in Antioch and an
outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the nickname
"Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople,
seat of the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he
was exiled by the empress.
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