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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Paul asks why we judge one another, since we all stand before the same God. And yet we do sin 

against each other, and Jesus’ call to forgive seventy-seven times reveals just how boundless God’s 

mercy really is. When you hear the words of forgiveness today and trace the cross on your body, 

you are being renewed in your baptism to carry that same reconciliation into the world. 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Compassionate God, A: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 

the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and 
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to 
you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your 
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 

 

  



4 
 

*Gathering Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” (ELW 517) 

 

 

 

 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we 

may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
All three lessons this Sunday focus on forgiveness. In the Genesis reading, it is about reassurance and 

forbearance. Joseph’s brothers had sold him into slavery in Egypt, only to be rescued by him when they 

came fleeing a famine. He had forgiven and welcomed them, but perhaps (his brothers worried) only 

for their father’s sake. 
 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So 

they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say 

to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 

harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
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father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down 

before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 

afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So 

have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 

them, speaking kindly to them. 

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 103:1-18   sung to Hymn to Joy (ELW 836) 
This psalm echoes the readings’ emphasis on forgiveness, reminding us that we forgive out of 

gratitude for God’s forgiveness of us. 
1 Bless the Lord, my soul, let all that is within me bless His name. 
2 Bless the Lord, my soul, forget not all His mercies to proclaim. 
3 He forgives all your transgressions; He heals all disease you face. 
4 He redeems your life forever from the pit with love and grace. 
 

5 He with good does satisfy you; renews youth like eagle’s flight 
6 He works righteousness and justice for those in oppression’s plight. 
7 He made known His ways to Moses, deeds to Isr’el from above. 
8 The Lord’s gracious with compassion, slow to anger, rich in love. 
 

9 He will not accuse forever, nor keep anger in reserve; 
10 He does not repay us as our sins and wickedness deserve. 
11 High as heav’ns above the earth, so great His love for all who fear; 
12 Far as east is from the west, He’s cast our sin and drawn us near. 
 

13 Like a Father has compassion, the Lord pities those who trust; 
14 He knows how we’re formed in frailty, and remembers we are dust. 
15 All our days are like the grass, and like the flower of the field— 
16 When the wind blows, soon it passes—gone its place, no fruit to yield. 
 

17 His love is with those who fear Him, and His justice will endure, 
18 With all those who keep His cov’nant and obey His statutes sure. 
1 Bless the Lord, my soul, let all that is within me bless His name. 
2 Bless the Lord, my soul, forget not all His mercies to proclaim. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
Throughout this summer, we’ve been reading most of the Paul’s letter to the Romans straight through. 

Having heard chapters of dense theological argument, we’re nearing the end of the letter, when Paul’s 
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habit was to give advice to his correspondents. This advice, technically known as paraenesis, always 

takes seriously our position in the “meantime:” between God’s action in Christ saving us and the 

approaching end of the age. 
 

1 [Paul writes:] Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain 

must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you 

to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 

And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5 Some judge one day 

to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 

convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also 

those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, 

abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do 

not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so 

then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died 

and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 Why do you 

pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 

sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;*  

your sins are forgiven on account | of his name. 
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*Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 
This reading immediately follows last week’s, when Jesus advised his followers to approach someone 

who offended them gently and individually first, then with a small group, and then to bring the conflict 

before the whole church, always holding out the hope of forgiveness and reconciliation. Peter, like so 

many of us, seems to have been uncomfortable with this process. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he 

could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and 

all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, 

the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as 

he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 

seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down 

and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then 

he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves 

saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 

their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not 

have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord 

handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly 

Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.” 

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
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*HYMN of the Day: “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (ELW 359) 

 

 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 

God hears us, responding to each petition with the words “Your mercy is great.” 

A brief silence. 
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Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead 

us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God: A: Your 

mercy is great. 
 

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care 

for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O 

God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power 

entrusted to them. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any 

who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need (especially). Hear us, O 

God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each 

of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is 

great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

 

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we 

remember Bishop John Chrysostom of Constantinople, Twila May Corl, Lois Corl, and all 

those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 

you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
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*Offertory “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (ELW 678) vs. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, 

and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  A: 

Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  

 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
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In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

*Lamb of God  

 

 
 

 
 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” (ELW 608) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 

living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 

name we pray.  A: Amen. 
 

 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Charge to the People 
 
*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “God’s Work, Our Hands” (ACS 1000) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

Reflections for After Worship 
New Perspective 

Being a disciple requires an expansive perspective on forgiveness. Today our 

perspective is broadened by the good news that God’s forgiveness is not based on our 

idea of fairness, but rather on abundant, unimaginable grace. God “[has] not dealt with 

us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities” (Ps. 103:10). The king 

forgives our entire debt, no matter how enormous it is (Matt. 18:23-27). We also are 

challenged to stretch our perspective and forgive each other. With Peter, we learn to 

stop keeping score (Matt. 18:21-22). 

 

It’s not an easy thing to do. Again and again we fall back on limited human 

understandings of what is “fair.” Looking at the story of Joseph and his brothers, it’s easy 

for us to say that his brothers really didn’t deserve forgiveness. Even their plea for 

forgiveness is dishonest and manipulative—have they really repented (Gen. 50:15-17)? 

Joseph takes the wider view and realizes that it isn’t his brothers’ intentions that matter, 

but God’s. God’s forgiveness is much greater than what is fair, what we deserve. 

 

So what does this new, broadened perspective look like in the lives of Christians and 

congregations? Paul provides a pragmatic glimpse: “Those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, 

for God has welcomed them” (Rom. 14:3). If all are truly welcomed by God, we are called 

to share the good news of that welcome in all we say and do. 
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Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 
The evil of remembering past offenses is twofold: it is inexcusable before God, and it 

serves to recall past sins already forgiven and places them against us. Nothing 

whatsoever does God so hate, and turn away from, as cherishing remembrance of past 

offenses and fostering our anger against another. If we must remember offenses, let us 

remember only our own. If we remember our own sins, we shall never store up the sins 

of others. I shall make bold to say that this sin is more grievous than any other sin. Let 

us be zealous in nothing so much as in keeping ourselves free from anger and from not 

seeking to be reconciled with those who are opposed to us. Neither is this my word only, 

but the word of that God who shall come to judge us. 

—John Chrysostom 

[John Chrysostom, in The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, IV, 289.] 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
September 13: John Chrysostom, bishop of Constantinople, † 407 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned 

him the nickname “Chrysostom” (“golden mouth”). Appointed bishop of 

Constantinople, seat of the empire, he criticized corruption in the court, and was 

exiled by the empress. 

 
September 14: Holy Cross Day 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found 

what may be the actual site of Jesus’ crucifixion. Her son built two churches 

there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our 

Lord’s victory on the cross. 

 
September 16: Twila May Corl, † 2006; Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, 
martyr, † 258 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He 

insisted on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also 

provided medical care during a severe epidemic. 
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September 17: Lois Corl, † 2024; Hildegard, abbess of Bingen, † 1179 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and 

reproved kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in 

medicine, theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist. 

 
September 18: Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, † 1961 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of 

the United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate 

peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the 

depth of his Christian faith. 
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Worship Leader………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Morgen Hummel 

Musicians…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Jacob Heller 

Sacristan………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Delorse Homan 

Reader…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Nate Clinard 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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