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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
16th Sunday After Pentecost
September 13, 2026, at 10:30 am

No Pastor today
Order of Worship
*PRELUDE 		

* WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            JIM BARKAN

* OPENING HYMN	"Our Father, We Have Wandered"  	ELW 606
Public Domain
1.Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face;
in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace.
But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame,
as, distant but compelling, we hear you call our name.

2.And now at length discerning the evil that we do,
behold us, Lord, returning with hope and trust to you.
In haste you come to meet us and home rejoicing bring,
in gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.

3.O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored,
compassionate, forgiving, and ever caring Lord,
grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace.

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      JIM BARKAN
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us by name, claims us as family, and keeps covenant with us through every generation. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

God of Joseph, Ruben and Judah, you have called us into your family by grace, not by earning. Yet we forget who we belong to. We trust our own striving more than your promise. We cling to favoritism, resentment, fear, and scarcity. We wound one another in word and deed. We doubt your provision, resist your calling, and turn away from our neighbors. Forgive us. Remind us whose we are. Teach us to live as people shaped by your covenant of mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: God’s promise does not depend on human perfection. The covenant is gift, not reward. Your past does not define you; God’s mercy does. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Amen.

* KYRIE			 “Have Mercy on Us Lord”		ELW pg 203
1.Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

2.Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

3.Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts.

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE	“Glory Be To God In Heaven”	ELW pg 204
1.Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

2.Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n
above; on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s
right hand. Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

3.Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all.
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

*GREETING                                      JIM BARKAN
THE GRACE OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOUR ALL.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                 JIM BARKAN
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                   JIM BARKAN
MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS. AND ALSO WITH YOU.
SHARE THE PEACE OF CHRIST WITH ONE ANOTHER WITH A WAVE.

*FIRST LESSON: Genesis 50:15-21            Joyce Egan
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
*SECOND LESSON: Romans 14:1-12                     Joyce Egan
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     "Alleluia! Lord and Savior"	ELW pg. 205
Al-le-lu-ia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Al-le-lu-ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.





* GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35                      Jim Barkan
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

*SERMON		                       WILL BE A VIDEO FROM SYNOD	                  
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 	"Hymn of Remembrance for 9/11/01"	
Words by Margaret Reichenbach (St. Jacob) to the tune ST. ANNE (Amazing Grace)

O God, our help throughout the years,
Our hope on whom we stand.
We now re-call, a-midst our tears,
The scars on our home-land.

O God, we grieve for those who died,
For in-jured, he-roes, too.
The world needs heal-ing, far and wide,
We pause and pray to you.

O God, we thank you for your care,
And grace so a-maz-ing.
You rain down bless-ings ev-‘ry where,
In grat-i-tude we sing.

O God, our help throughout the years.
Our hope on whom we stand.
May love and peace calm all our fears,
And spread o’er all the land. Amen.

Apostle’s Creed                                      Jim Barkan
Let us proclaim our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
   Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
   born of the Virgin Mary,
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified, died, and was buried;
   he descended to the dead.
   On the third day he rose again;
   he ascended into heaven,
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic church,
   the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins,
   the resurrection of the body,
   and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Lament for Anniversary of September 11, 2001 
                                  Candy Barkan
                                     Be seated
                    Prayer Requests or Joys to Share

God of all creation, comforter of the afflicted, Friday marked the 25th anniversary of the September 11th attacks. Gather us into one as we offer our prayers of remembrance and lament. 

This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory. It does not pass in the calendar without our remembering. We remember images of death and destruction. Images that human eyes were never meant to see. We remember words our ears were never meant to hear, the tender last words of family members who would never embrace again. We remember our own feelings of emptiness as our sense of security, as our own confidence in the predictable order of life and work was radically shaken. We pray that these memories help us to never take for granted the gift of relationships you have blessed our lives with. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory. We remember the heroism of the many that lost their lives in saving others. We remember all those who suffered and died, we grieve for them still, friends and strangers alike. We lift those who courageously reached out to people in need – our firefighters, police, emergency services and rescue personnel. Thank you for blessing our community with people who offer so much for the welfare of others. We pray for your protection over all first responders in the face of unknown dangers. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory. We remember numerous domestic relief organizations such as the American Red Cross and Catholic Relief Services who brought resources, comfort and aide to the injured, those displaced from their homes, and for the grieving. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory. We remember the 2,977 men, women, and children who lost their lives in New York City, Washington, DC, and Shanksville, PA that day. We rejoice that through the promises of baptism and by the power of your Holy Spirit, these saints rest eternally with you in peace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory.  It is right that it should not pass from our memory. Today, along with our remembrance of profound loss, it is also right that we give voice to our deep longing for peace. Work through the waters of our baptism to be people who respond to the call to bring peace into the world. Help us to face adversity with the certain hope that death, violence, racism and xenophobia do not have the final answer. May our actions draw our communities closer to our most ancient and most holy desire, peace among all God’s children. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
All these prayers, and the prayers so powerful we cannot yet put into words we turn over to you, gracious Lord, trusting in the power of Jesus. For it is in his name we pray. Amen. 

*Offering                                              Jim Barkan
The Monthly Mission in September is “Faith In Action.” Let us give to God what He has first given us.

* OFFERING MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN 		“We Are an Offering”		 ELW #692
CCLI-11222261
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering.

* OFFERING PRAYER    JIM BARKAN AND CONGREGATION
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.


* LORD’S PRAYER       JIM BARKAN                    ELW PG.208
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.



THE BLESSING                               JIM BARKAN
THE LOVE OF GOD ABOUND IN YOU: THE GRACE OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST FILL YOUR HEARTS, AND THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT + BLESS YOU AND GIVE YOUR PEACE.  AMEN.


										









* CLOSING HYMN	"God's Work Our Hands"	ELW ACS 1000
One License A-700000
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* DISMISSAL                                           JIM BARKAN
Go in peace, sharing the gifts of Christ! Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE		
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