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Growing Together

It is hard to believe that I have already been here just over a month. Time has passed so quickly, and I want

to thank each of you for the warmth, kindness, and hospitality you have shown my son and me. From the

very beginning, you have welcomed us with open arms, and because of that, it already feels as though we

are becoming part of this wonderful community. We are truly grateful for the many conversations, smiles,

invitations, and acts of kindness that have helped make this new beginning feel like home.

As I drive through the countryside, I find myself paying close attention to the fields. Since my arrival, I have

watched the crops grow taller and stronger. The soybean fields have filled in, and the corn seems to stretch

a little higher every time I pass by. It has been a beautiful reminder of God's faithfulness and the steady

work that often happens quietly, one day at a time.

Perhaps that is why the Gospel readings throughout July have spoken to me in such a meaningful way.

Week after week, Jesus has used the language of seeds, fields, weeds, harvests, yeast, treasure, and

fishing nets to teach about the kingdom of God. Living here, those images are no longer distant

illustrations from another time and place. They are right outside our windows.

When I see the soybean fields growing alongside the rows of corn, I cannot help but think to myself, This is

the Scriptures in progress. God's Word comes alive in what we see every day. We know that growth is not

immediate. Seeds are planted long before anyone sees what is happening beneath the soil. Roots develop

in hidden places before green shoots ever appear. The work of growing takes patience, trust, and time.

Faith often grows the same way.

God is constantly at work in our lives, even when we cannot see it. Sometimes spiritual growth is quiet and

almost unnoticed until one day we look back and realize how much God has been shaping us all along. The

kingdom of God rarely appears in dramatic moments. More often, it grows through ordinary acts of love,

faithful worship, shared meals, prayers offered for one another, and neighbors caring for neighbors.

As I continue to get to know this congregation and this community, I am excited to see what God is growing

among us. Every congregation has seeds that have been planted by faithful people long before a new

pastor arrives. My prayer is that together we will continue to nurture those seeds, trusting that God will

bring the growth in God's own time.

Thank you again for welcoming my son and me into your lives. We are grateful to be here, and we look

forward to continuing this journey of faith together. May God continue to bless the work of your hands, the

fields that surround us, and the faith that is growing within each of us.

In Christ's peace,

Deacon Brandi Painter

Immanuel Lutheran Church

August 2026



Exciting Things Are Happening!
There are some exciting things happening behind the scenes in the church office! We are in the
process of implementing a new church management system that will help us better organize and
care for our member information. We will also be refreshing our church website to make it easier to
find information, stay connected, and share our ministry with the community.

And yes...there really is an app for everything! Soon, our congregation will have its own church app,
making it simple to access announcements, events, giving, worship resources, and more—all from
your phone or tablet.

These updates are all part of our commitment to strengthening communication, supporting our
ministry, and making it easier for everyone to stay connected. We look forward to sharing more
details as these exciting improvements come together!
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Sunday, August 23
Immediately Following Worship

Parents of Sunday School-age children, as well as anyone interested in helping with
our Sunday School ministry, are invited to join us for a planning meeting immediately
following worship on Sunday, August 23.

Together, we will discuss possible Sunday School schedules to find a time that best
serves our families. We will also introduce Wonder on the Go, our new curriculum
designed to help children grow in faith through engaging, Christ-centered lessons and
activities.

Whether you are a parent, grandparent, or simply someone with a heart for sharing
God's love with children, your ideas and participation are welcome. It truly takes the
whole congregation to nurture the faith of our youngest disciples.

We hope you will make plans to attend as we dream together about the coming
Sunday School year!
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
304 S. Main Street
PO Box 88
Coleridge, NE 68727

As the new school year begins, may
God bless each day with wisdom,

courage, and peace.
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