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New Beginnings

Dear Friends in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As I begin this new chapter of ministry with you, I simply want to say, thank you.

From the very first moments I arrived, I have been welcomed with open arms, kind words, smiling faces,

delicious food, and generous hearts. Every conversation, every handshake, and every invitation has

reminded me that the church is not just a building—it is a family of faith that reflects the love of Christ.

Starting somewhere new can be both exciting and a little intimidating. There are new names to learn, new

traditions to discover, and new rhythms to embrace. Yet throughout Scripture, God has a habit of meeting

people at the beginning of something new. Abraham set out for an unknown land. Moses led the Israelites

into a new future. The disciples left familiar lives behind to follow Jesus. And after the resurrection, Christ

met his followers with a simple but powerful greeting: "Peace be with you," inviting them into a new

beginning filled with hope.

Every day God offers us the gift of beginning again. In baptism, we are claimed as God's beloved children

and sent into the world renewed by grace. We don't have to be perfect, have all the answers, or know

exactly what lies ahead. We simply trust that God is already at work, leading us one faithful step at a time.

As I settle into life here, I look forward to getting to know each of you, hearing your stories, celebrating your

joys, and walking with you through life's challenges. I am excited to discover the ways God is already

moving in this congregation and to join you in the ministry of loving God and loving our neighbors.

Together, we will worship, serve, laugh, pray, learn, and grow. Together, we will celebrate milestones and

support one another in difficult seasons. Together, we will continue to be the hands and feet of Christ in our

community.

Thank you for making this new beginning such a joyful one. Your kindness has already been a blessing to

me, and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside you.

May we embrace this season with open hearts, trusting that "the one who began a good work among us will

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6).

I look forward to all that God has in store for us.

With gratitude and hope,

Deacon Brandi Painter

Immanuel Lutheran Church

July 2026



July 19  will be the
installation service for
Deacon Brandi. The Call
Committee will be hosting
a meal after the service.
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Deacon Brandi Office HoursDeacon Brandi Office Hours
Subject to change:

Mon - Thurs 
8:30am - 4:00pm

Tuesdays and Thursdays you may find
that I am making visits or attending
Cluster meetings. Friday will be my day
off. Please feel free to stop by and chat as
needed. 
Cell Phone: 832-362-2886
Email: DcnBrandiP@gmail.com



The Church Council would like to recognize the extraordinary generosity of an anonymous

member of our congregation for their funding of the recent parsonage renovations, including the

purchase of a new washer and dryer. Your thoughtful gift has been a tremendous blessing to

our church and to Deacon Brandi as she begins her ministry with our congregation. We are

deeply grateful for your steadfast support and the lasting impact your gift will have for years to

come.

The Church Council extends our sincere thanks to everyone who volunteered their time and

talents in preparing the parsonage for Deacon Brandi. Your willingness to serve and your many

acts of kindness have helped make the parsonage a warm and welcoming home. Your

generosity, dedication, and servant hearts are a wonderful reflection of Christ’s love. Thank you

for sharing your time and gifts in service to our congregation. May God bless each of you.



Immanuel Lutheran Congregation Legal Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 16, 2026

Present: Deacon Brandi Painter, Josh Jorgensen, Lori Arduser, Thomas Brummels, Karla Hansen, Denise Olsen, Randy
Papenhausen,, Annette Sudbeck, Terry Wilkerson and Wanda Durham.

Council Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Josh Jorgensen.

Josh led devotions.

Consent Agenda items reviewed.

Secretary Minutes: Accepted as presented.

Treasurer’s Report: Discussed benevolence mission share and specified donations and also cemetery improvement
donations. MSC to approve Treasurer’s Report.

Property Committee Report: Upgrades were made to the parsonage. This included new stair rail, new washer and dryer
and new flooring in basement and on steps. A new water heater was installed in December. Discussed putting new shades
on bay window in parsonage. The parsonage was tested for radon. A big thank you to the people who helped with the
clean up night at the parsonage. Lights in both church offices need to be changed out. Also discussed updating lighting in
church basement. The cemetery committee is in the process of watering the trees at the cemetery. Thank you to Josh and
Henry Jorgensen for filling holes at the cemetery prior to Memorial Day.

ILCW: The ILCW is donating 5 quilts to Camp Carol Joy Holling for the annual quilt auction to be held on July 25.

Luther League Report: None

Office Report: The pastor’s office has been cleaned out.

Evangelism Committee: The Evangelism Committee sponsored a coffee for Pastor Marilyn’s farewell.

Deacon’s Report: Question and answer session. Discussed office hours, monthly newsletter and Sunday bulletins. 

Chairman’s Report: Deacon Brandi’s installation is scheduled for July 19. Discussed changing codes to office and
parsonage doors. Also discussed removal of the parsonage land line phone.

Parish Ed: Vacation Bible School was very successful. Thirty-seven kids attended, including the youth helpers.
Old Business: Discussed engraving of Pastor’s names.

New Business: Discussed the History Committee, Cemetery history, renter’s insurance and parsonage use agreement.

Completed a walk thru of the pastor’s office. 

MSC to adjourn at 9:00.

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Wanda Durham.



Church Council, 2026
Josh Jorgenson - Chairperson
Terry Wilkerson - Vice Chairperson
Randy Papenhausen - Treasurer
Lori Arduser - Financial Secretary
Wanda Durham - Secretary
Thomas Brummels
Karla Hansen
Denise Olsen
Annette Sudbeck



Immanuel Lutheran Church
304 S. Main Street
PO Box 88
Coleridge, NE 68727

Have a safe and happy
4 of July holiday.
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