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What does God give us so that we can be Born Again?  He gives us a gift of righteousness (imputed).  Then, God keeps on giving us a gift so that we can practice righteousness (1 John 2:28).  That’s a second gift of righteousness (imparted).  We are made righteous by the power of God!  So, it must be true that there is a difference between the OLD YOU and the NEW YOU.  

We Are the Children of God v. 1
Behold: “idoú” in Greek sounds like “ee-DOO”.  We see this word across the whole New Testament:  John 1:29, Revelation 3:20, Luke 10:19 
So, what does this word mean in the Greek that we tend to miss in our reading?  That little word is like an exclamation point!  It’s like saying, “LOOK! Pay close attention to this!”  It’s a word in the Bible that sets apart what follows.

In 1940, C.S. Lewis published “The Problem of Pain.”  He makes the case that part of our problem of accepting the trials and tribulations in this life is our low view of God’s love. pg. 21
God offers His great and mighty love to all humanity: John 3:16
Truth: Each person is a unique creation of God that He loves. (inclusive)
Truth:  Only those who accept God’s free gift of love are children of God. (exclusive)

Change Is Coming, v. 2
Are you willing to let God sanctify you?  1 Thessalonians 5:23–24, Hebrews 13:20–21 
Sanctification can’t be just trying harder to become holy.  It is a work of God that each person cooperates with so that we may experience holiness of heart and life. There’s an old saying: My spirit is already saved, my soul is being saved, and one day my body will be saved.  Salvation of your spirit and the reception of the Holy Spirit are in the past.  Sanctification of your soul (mind, emotions, desires) is ongoing.  One day, only God knows when, our physical bodies will be transformed.
Many people wonder what will happen to our bodies?  http://www.tribunesandtriumphs.org/roman-life/roman-funerals.htm

You are not your body; you are a spirit being, temporarily housed in a body, attempting to control a soul (mind, emotions, desires).  If you do not control the soul, the soul will control you.  So the real you, the spirit, leaves the body at death.  The Bible is clear on this: 2 Corinthians 5:8 “to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”

Then we will have a spiritual existence in a place that is not part of the physical realm, unlike living here on earth.  Philippians 3:20-21  Want to know what a glorious body looks like?  There is a description of the Glorified Christ in Revelation 1.  

I think we may have gotten folks in Church a little confused over the years.  We may have given them a false hope for the future.  It sounds like this:  You have life here, then you die, and you live forever in heaven as a spirit. (not as an angel!)

Actually, our true message of hope is this: You live here in this physical world for now, then you die, then you spend a season in the presence of God’s Glory, then comes the resurrection of the body, which will be transformed, like the whole of creation.  
Revelation 21:3-4 “

That’s why we should never lose hope while we are here; something better is on the way!  Amen.

HOMEWORK:	  
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Are you in the habit of saying, “Everybody is a child of God”?  Would you be willing to stop, since the Bible teaches that we are God’s children?
2 – Have you ever been told to hang on because something better is coming?  There is something MUCH BETTER COMING!  Don’t be discouraged in this life because we all have struggles and hardships on this earth, but this is not the end, and neither is death!  Can you embrace this truth?
3 – September 13: 1 John 3:3-6 “Jesus’ Power Over Sin”
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