James 12
James 5:7-12
9/6/26

Kids in car

PAUSE
You know, it seems that with all the creativity of mankind we have a hyper-like focus on eradicating any need to be patient.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Matt Chandler, “Suffering / Comfort,” in Matt Chandler Sermon Archive (Village Church, 2015), Jas 5:1–12.] 

· If you think about it, the world is faster than it’s ever been. 
· If we want to watch movies, we can live stream them to our devices in seconds. 
· If we want fast-food, most fast-food restaurants now have two lanes in their drive-through because the 2.7 minutes it took to get a hamburger just isn’t fast enough.
· When Apple releases a new version of the iPhone, what’s the big selling point? 
· The new version is a half second faster than the old one.
· Everything is built for speed and eliminating the need to be patient. 

But as we continue our series in James, the apostle is going to explain that patience is an essential part of our faith as followers of Jesus.
So, if you have your Bible, turn to…
James 5:7-12 NLT Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. For look—the Judge is standing at the door! 10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers and sisters, look at the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.11 We give great honor to those who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job, a man of great endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy. 12 But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by heaven or earth or anything else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be condemned.

James commands us to be patient and plainly communicates that it’s an essential part of our faith.
· But what is patience? Why do we need it? And how can we get it? These three questions will serve as our outline for our text today.

So, let’s tackle the first question…
I. What is patience?
It can be tempting to think of patience as a passive personality trait. 
· As if it’s something we pray for and then God just infuses us with patience so that we’re no longer bothered by difficult circumstances.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  George M. Stulac, James, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Westmont, IL: IVP Academic, 1993), Jas 5:7–8.] 

· We certainly should pray and ask for patience (James encourages prayer and reliance upon God’s grace).

However, James doesn’t talk about patience in passive terms. 
Biblical patience relies on two Greek words in the NT and James uses them both.
· The first describes a self-restraint, which does not rashly retaliate against wrongs (literally, the word could be translated: to have a long-temper or long-fuse).
· The other Greek word for patience describes a determination which does not easily give up under suffering (literally, not to buckle under a load).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  J. A. Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1985), 172.] 


So, taking these words together, James describes patience as a continual trust in God’s promises regardless of our circumstances and what’s happening around us…
a. Patience is trusting that God IS doing what He has promised to do.
James began this letter with the reminder…
James 1:2-4 NLT Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.

Church, I can’t speak for you, but when troubles come my way, my first reaction isn’t to consider it an opportunity for joy. My first reaction is typically to complain and ask God to remove the trouble or trial.
· But James reminds us in this letter that God works in us through the trials and difficulties and hardships of life to transform into the people He has called us to be.

PAUSE
300’s
Spiritually speaking, I think all of us want to be in shape without the painful exercises, but we can’t be game ready without practice beforehand.

So, patience is trusting that God IS doing what He has promised to do.
· To work in us, through the power of the HS, and transform us into the people He’s called us to be.

But also…
b. Patience is trusting that God WILL do what He has promised to do.
Numerous times in this passage James reminds us that the Lord is coming back. 
· There are about 300 references in the NT to Jesus’ second coming, one for every 13 verses from Matthew to Revelation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 177.] 

· And for 2,000 years, the return of Christ has been the fondest hope of Christians.
· For those who’ve turned to Jesus as Savior and Lord, the King’s return doesn’t bring fear or dread — it brings comfort and joyful expectation.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 177.] 


Revelation 21 describes the day we’re looking forward to…
Revelation 21:1-5 NLT Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”

This is what God has promised. And while we do not know when this coming will take place, we can wait for it patiently because we know He is coming again.

James tells us to hold tight because we’re almost there.
· And y’all know how time works…
· Summer just began and now it’s already football time in TN. 
· The kids just got out of school and now they’ve been back for over a month. 
· It feels like Katie and I just moved to Greeneville and now we’ve been here for over 5 years.
· Time flies.
· And while we do not know when this coming will take place, or if it will take place in our lifetime, we are to wait patiently for it.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  J. Michael Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 1997), 184.] 


The real question for us to wrestle with is the very question Jesus raised…
Luke 18:8 NLT … when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who have faith?
· That has always been the issue for believers in regard to the return of Christ. 
· Not, when will it be? But will we be recognizable as His people when He gets here?[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 184.] 


Because there is another side to the return of Christ. James tells us here that either Jesus will return as Lord or He will return as Judge.
· And I know this isn’t popular teaching in our world today, but it’s a truth that is central to the NT teaching about the returning Lord.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 178.] 


Church, how many parables of Jesus revolve around servants entrusted with their master’s business during his absence?
· In all these parables, the master eventually returns, looking into the way the servants discharged their duties, and in each parable, there is the exposure of one who claimed to be a servant but was not.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 178.] 


The early church conceived of the second coming of Jesus as a powerful motivator for righteous living. And James does so here. 
· He wants his readers to restrain the impulse to try to make things happen by their own efforts and instead use the coming of Christ as a motivating force in their lives. 
· That has always been the way of real Christianity. 
· Martin Luther said that Christians should live every day as if Jesus “was crucified yesterday, rose from the dead today, and is coming again tomorrow.” 
· That’s James’s advice for all of us.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 186.] 


PAUSE
So, patience is a continual trust in in God’s promises both now and to come.

QUESTION: Are we trusting in God’s promises? Are we living with our eyes on eternity? Is the sure expectation of Christ’s return and our desire not to be ashamed before him at his coming in the forefront of our thoughts?”

Let’s jump to the second question…
II. Why do we need patience.
Two reasons here: persecution and people.
a. Persecution.
Look again at…
James 5:10 NLT For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers and sisters, look at the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The prophets hold a special place in God’s redemptive history. They were tasked with speaking in the name of the Lord. 
· However, their faithfulness to God’s commands did not give them immunity from persecution and suffering. (In fact, we could make the case…)
· Jeremiah was hunted by the very people he grew up because he preached the truth. 
· If there had been social media, no doubt Ezekiel would have deleted his profile because he faced such intense public ridicule for preaching the truth.
· And like scraps thrown to a dog, Daniel was thrown to the lions for preaching truth.
· Privilege and persecution belonged together in the lives of the prophets.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 182.] 


And the truth is, some of us, like the prophets, will be persecuted for our faith. 
We may not be persecuted as others around the globe are being persecuted right now, but we do experience friction as Christians in America.
· If we cling to a biblical stance concerning issues of morality, we might experience social and cultural backlash.
· If we live out our faith in the workplace, we might experience professional conflicts.
· If we determine to honor God at school or in the locker room, we might experience peer pressure or ridicule.

And beyond persecution, all of us have, are, or will experience suffering in this life. 
· We live in a broken world where all creation groans.

Jesus told His disciples…
· John 16:33 NLT …Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.

PAUSE
Church, we need patience because life will present us with plenty of opportunities to buckle, become bitter and sour, to throw in towel, and even become angry with God.
· Life is difficult and trying. 
· So, we must be patient, trusting fully in God to deliver us.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 187.] 


b. But we also need patience because we’re often tempted to aim our impatience at other people.
Look at…
James 5:9 NLT Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. For look—the Judge is standing at the door!
· There is no asterisk or footnote.
· James says don’t do it. Period.

But how quickly do we lose our patience and take it out on others?
· Maybe we’re walking through a relational struggle or difficulty, frustrated dreams, demotions at work, commotions at home, insomnia, back pain, allergies, or credit-card bills.
· In these “everyday” kinds of situations, the pressure often gets to us, and we’re tempted to take out our frustration on somebody else.
· And we often try to justify our grumbling or pretend like it’s not a big deal, but James says it is a huge deal.

So, as we await the Lord’s return and deal with the difficulties of life, we must be careful not to take out our frustrations on each other by grumbling against one another.
Because the Lord who is coming to deliver us from sin and want is also coming to evaluate the lives of his people.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Douglas Moo, “James,” in Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol. 3, Baker Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995), 1161.] 


The apostle’s argument is — “Hey, be careful about grumbling against your brother or sister when the Judge is standing in the doorway and watching.”
· Dad in doorway.
· Church, if we would dial in to all that we’ve been forgiven of and how much mercy God has extended to us, our self-righteous grumbling and complaining about our brothers and sisters would considerably shrink.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Chandler, “Suffering / Comfort,” Jas 5:1–12.] 

· To understand the mercy that has been extended to us enables us to extend the mercy to others.

And we shouldn’t be tearing each other down because we need each other. To grow and become the holy people God has called us to become, we need each other and it’s hard to support and lean on one another when we’re tearing each other down.

QUESTION: How are we doing?

PAUSE
Patience is a continual trust in God, and we need patience because we live in a broken world and we’re often tempted to take out our frustrations on one another.

Last question. How do we become patient? …
III. How can we grow in patience?

James shares some simple, practical ways we can grow in patience. For one…
a. To grow in patience, we must fix our eyes on Jesus. 
James 5:8 ESV You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
The Greek word translated “establish” means to fix our gaze, to lock in. 
· Kids and screens.

We must focus and set our hearts upon the Lord’s return—looking for it every day just as the farmer looks for his great day of harvest.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Leadership Ministries Worldwide, Hebrews-James, The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible (Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996), 297.] 

· And we do this by continually reminding ourselves of God’s promises and character, by reading and studying His Word, by spending time with the Lord in prayer, by obeying His commands, by gathering together as the body of Christ for worship, fellowship, prayer and study. 
· As we do these things, we will grow and become more patience.

Secondly…
b. To grow in patience, we must guard our tongues. 
In this letter, James repeatedly warns about the power of our words. He’s already talked about grumbling in verse 9. 

But look again at…
James 5:12 NLT But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by heaven or earth or anything else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be condemned.

At first glance, verse 12 seems out of place, but James isn’t talking about making promises, signing contracts, or taking courtroom oaths.
Many commentators tell us that ‘careless swearing’ was a widespread issue among first-century Jews.
· The Pharisees had developed elaborate systems of oaths, allowing them to make promises when they felt like it and break promises when they felt like it.
· In other words, lying was “culturally acceptable.”
· But dishonesty wasn’t the only issue.
· The verse’s broader point addresses “lightly” using the Lord’s name. 
· In other words, taking the Lord’s name in vain or getting as close as possible to taking the Lord’s name in vain was “culturally acceptable.”
· But church, even seemingly harmless exclamations like “oh for heaven’s sake, oh my Lord, OMG” constitute a misuse of God’s name.
· It’s what’s called slant swearing. We “slant” the pronunciation into a softer, more socially acceptable substitute.
· And James’ concern is that habitual carelessness with our words, ultimately breeds irreverence.
· Jesus and James reject these compromises, calling instead for complete honesty in all speech.

As one scholar put it, “James is returning to his favorite topic here, that we shouldn’t be double-minded, but rather, whole-hearted with God. James has reminded us that it’s from the heart that the mouth speaks.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 185.] 


So, if we want to grow in patience, we need to guard our lips and we guard our lips by guarding our hearts.

Lastly…
c. To grow in patience, we must look to the example of those who have patiently endured before us and follow their example.

In this text, James calls us to remember Job. Few people ever suffer as much as Job. 
· He lost all his property, livestock, and employees and then, in the severest blow of all, he lost his children. In addition to all this, his wife fussed at him because he refused to complain and curse God. 
· However, Job never forsook his faith in God.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  LMW, Hebrews-James, 298.] 

· He didn’t always respond with perfect patience or understanding. 
· He had some days that were decidedly better than others. 
· But the bottom line for Job and for all of us must be in the way we finish. Job finished well, he endured and we count him as blessed.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 188.] 

· He kept his eyes fixed upon the Lord and God blessed him with His very presence —or as James put it, “the tenderness and mercy of God.”[footnoteRef:19] [19:  LMW, Hebrews-James, 298.] 

· There’s a depth of emotion behind these words. 
· James reminds us here that behind all that God has ever done for us lies his heart of love—behind his choice of us, his gift of his Son, the temporal and eternal blessings of his great salvation, his daily and nightly care for us, his provisions for body, mind and soul, his presence day by day, and the hope of glory. 
· And when Jesus returns, God’s ultimate purpose will be fully realized, and believers will encounter directly the “tender-hearted” and merciful character of God.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 177.] 


James does not promise that patience in suffering will always be rewarded by material prosperity or comfortable living. 
· But James does encourage our faithful, patient endurance of affliction by reminding us of the blessing that we receive for such faithfulness from our merciful and compassionate God.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Moo, The Letter of James, 230.] 


PAUSE
Patience is a continual trust in God.
We need patience because we live in a broken world with and we’re often tempted to aim our impatience at one another.
We grow in patience by fixing our eyes on Jesus, guarding our tongues, and looking to the example of those who’ve patiently endured before us. 

I don’t know what’s happening in your life today, but if we will fix our eyes on Jesus, believing that He is full of compassion and that He is merciful, that He loves us and is working in the midst of our suffering,  we can be patiently endure. And we will see, just like Job did, that God’s character can be trusted. That’s God’s word to us. Trust Him and be patient.
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