September 8, 2026

Belonging Begins With Christ
September Series: We Are The Church
Week Focus: Find Your Place

Scripture — 1 Corinthians 12:13 - “For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one
body...”

Devotional Reflection

We often think about belonging in terms of whether people accept us, include us, understand
us, or make room for us. Those things matter, especially within healthy Christian community, but
Scripture takes us deeper. Before belonging is about finding the right group of people, it is about
being united with the right Person. Paul reminds us that believers have been brought together
by the Spirit into one body. Our Christian belonging does not begin with how well we fit into a
particular crowd or how many people know our name. Our deepest belonging begins with
Christ.

This truth becomes especially important when relationships disappoint us. People can
misunderstand us, overlook us, exclude us, or fail to respond the way we hoped. If our entire
sense of belonging depends upon how other people receive us, we may constantly question our
worth whenever relationships become difficult. But the gospel gives us a more secure
foundation. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus makes reconciliation with God possible,
and those who repent and place their faith in Him receive forgiveness and new life. Before you
find your place among God’s people, you must find your life in God’s Son.

Because believers belong to Christ, we are also brought into relationship with His body. Our
unity is not built primarily on having the same personalities, preferences, backgrounds, ages,
experiences, or interests. We may be very different from one another and still belong to the
same body because we share the same Savior. Christ is the center of Christian community, and
the Spirit is the One who brings His people together. The Church is not held together merely
because we like each other. We belong to one another because first we belong to Christ.
Healthy Christian community should therefore strengthen our relationship with Jesus rather than
becoming a substitute for Him.

Today, before asking “Where do I fit?” begin with the more foundational question: “Whose am
1?” When your identity is anchored in Christ, you do not have to depend upon another person's
approval to determine your worth. You can pursue meaningful relationships without demanding
that people provide what only Jesus can give. You can experience rejection without allowing it to
redefine you, and you can enter Christian community knowing that your identity was settled
before anyone learned your name. Your first belonging is not to a position, ministry, group, or
congregation. Your first belonging is to Jesus Christ.



¢ Focus for Today

Before you look to people for belonging, remember that your deepest belonging is found

in Christ. Know whose you are before worrying about where you fit.

X Practice

* Begin your day by declaring: “l belong to Jesus Christ.”

* Identify one area where another person's acceptance or rejection has been affecting your
sense of worth.

* Ask yourself: Am | expecting people to give me something that only Christ can provide?
» Spend intentional time thanking Jesus for the forgiveness, new life, and identity you have
received through Him.

* When insecurity surfaces today, pray: “Lord, remind me whose | am.”

J, Prayer

Father, thank You that my deepest belonging is found in Jesus Christ. Thank You for the cross,
the resurrection, Your forgiveness, and the new life You have given me through faith in Your
Son. Keep me from building my identity on people's approval, acceptance, recognition, or
rejection. When | begin questioning where [ fit, remind me first whose | am. Help me pursue
healthy Christian relationships from the security of knowing that | belong to Christ. Keep Jesus
at the center of my identity, my relationships, and my understanding of the Church. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

# Reflection Question

Where have | been allowing people's acceptance or rejection to influence my sense of
belonging, and how would remembering that | belong to Christ change the way |
respond?
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