Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: A Light to Our Eyes, a study in Ezra
Sermon: The Tools of Hope
Primary Text: Ezra 3

Discussion guide:
· Share a time when you felt stuck or struggling because you didn’t realize there was an easier way or that the fix was easier than you thought. i.e. I couldn’t get the tv to turn on and then I realized it was unplugged.
· Share a tool you wish you had or knew how to use because it would make your life that much easier.
· Read Ezra 3:1-7
· How many times do you find a version of the word “offering” (offer or offerings) in this chapter?
· What was the primary purpose of these offerings? (see Leviticus 1:3-4)
· What does it mean to repent?
· Why is it important to know what sin is?
· Why is it important to know the damage sin can cause?
· How is repentance hopeful?
· What does it mean you believe about God?
· How is it hopeful to have a repentant heart? 
· Read Ezra 3:4-5
· Notice their practice of the feast of booths and “all the appointed feasts of the Lord”. What was the feast of booths meant to commemorate? (see Leviticus 23:42–43)
· Why is it important to remember how God has delivered us in the past?
· Share sometimes that God has come through for you?
· How is communion a feast of remembrance for us?
· How does remembering the Gospel hopeful?
· Read Ezra 3:4-5 again
· Notice the words “daily”, “regular”, and “appointed” tell you about these feasts and offerings?
· What are some things that are a part of your routine every day, week, month etc.?
· By making something a part of your routine what are you saying about it?
· How does making time with God a part of your routine bring hope?
· Read Ezra 3:10-11
· Why were they celebrating?
· Why was God’s presence so important?
· Read Psalms 16:11, 73:28, & 145:18 – what do these tell you about God’s presence? Why should it be a source of joy?
· Read 1 Corinthians 6:19 & John 14:23 – what do these tell you about God’s presence?
· What are some ways you can celebrate God’s presence? How would these practices bring hope?
· Read Ezra 3:12-13
· Why did some weep?
· How did this affect the way the people were heard that day?
· What did those who wept care about? How were they missing the point?
· Read Haggai 2:9 – what does this tell you about that temple?
· What are some tools or vessels God has used that you or others have begun to see as more essential than God Himself?
· How does trusting God’s faithfulness help us avoid this pitfall and find hope?
