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~  P a s t o r  M i k e ’ s  Q u e s t i o n s  f o r  R e f l e c t i o n  ~  

T h e  p a s s a g e  f r o m  M a t t h e w  ( 1 8 : 1 5 – 2 0 )  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c h u r c h

d i s c i p l i n e  i n  a  t i m e  o f  c o n f l i c t .  T h e  f o c u s ,  h o w e v e r,  i s  n o t  o n

p u n i s h m e n t  o r  b l a m e ,  b u t  o n  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  t a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  w h a t

h a s  d i v i d e d  o r  o f f e n d e d  s o  t h a t  f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n

m a y  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  D o e s  o u r  c h u r c h  h a v e  a  p r e s c r i b e d  w a y  o f

w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  d i v i s i o n ?  H a s  t h e r e  b e e n  a  t i m e  i n

o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s  l i f e  o r  i n  y o u r  o w n  l i f e  w h e n  c o n f l i c t  o r  a n

o f f e n s e  c a u s e d  b r e a k s  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  H o w  m i g h t  t h i s  r e a d i n g

f r o m  M a t t h e w  h a v e  h e l p e d  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ?  H o w  d o e s  t h e

c o m m a n d m e n t  t o  l o v e  G o d  a n d  t o  l o v e  o u r  n e i g h b o r  a s  o u r s e l v e s

i n f o r m  o u r  h a n d l i n g  o f  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a n d  d i v i s i o n ?  

T H E  M E S S E N G E R S E P T E M B E R  4 ,  2 0 2 6

s,

W e l c o m i n g  ~   J e s u s - C e n t e r e d  ~  M i s s i o n - O r i e n t e d

This Week’s Worship
Fifthteenth Sunday after Pentecost

“The Armor of Light“

P l e a s e  s i g n - u p  t o  r e a d  s c r i p t u r e
M a tt h e w 1 8 :  1 5 - 2 0

R o m a n s  1 3 :  8 - 1 4
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Fi n a n c e  C o m m i t te e  m e e t s  Tu e s d ay,  S e p te m b e r  8 ,  7 p m  i n  ro o m
10 2
Ad m i n i s t ra t i ve  C o u n c i l  m e e t s  Tu e s d ay,  S e p te m b e r  15 ,  7 p m  i n  t h e
Fe l l ow s h i p  H a l l
Wo rs h i p  C o m m i t te e  m e e t s  We d n e s d ay,  S e p te m b e r  23 ,  7 p m  i n
ro o m  10 2

S u n d ay,  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  S C U M C  w i l l  c o m m e m o r at e  t h e
2 5 t h   A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 1 .  T h e  Wo r s h i p
P r e l u d e  b e g i n s  at  1 1 a m  a n d  wo r s h i p  c o n t i nu e s  at  1 1 : 3 0 a m .
M u s i c  h o n o r a r i u m s  a n d  m e m o r i al s  fo r  l ov e d  o n e s  a r e
we l c o m e d .  Fo r  m o r e  i n fo r m at i o n  c o n t a c t  D av i d  Re n n e r.

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  R S V P,  c o n t a c t  D e e  M o r r i s ,
d m o r r i s _ 2 4 1 @ m s n . c o m

Sign Up  to volunteer for  Watts
Week, October 31  ~ November 7th.st

SIGN-UP  or scan the QR Code:

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o n a t e  i t e m s ,
c l i c k  t h e  A m a z o n  W i s h  L i s t .  
                 T h a n k  Yo u !

T h e  A d u l t  S u n d a y S c h o o l  m e e t s  i n  R o o m  2 0 0  a t  1 0 : 1 5 a m .  T h e  s u b j e c t
fo r  t h e  s u m m e r i s  Je s u s ' s  p a r a b l e s .  C h i l d re n ’ s  S u n d a y S c h o o l  i s
a v a i l a b l e  i n  R o o m  2 0 3  a t  1 0 : 1 5 a m .  



T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r,  T h e  U n i t e d  Wo m e n
o f  Fa i t h  a r e  s p o n s o r i n g  a  D i a p e r  C o l l e c t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r
Fo o d  P a n t r y.  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n e r  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  i n
t h e  n a r t h e x .  R e q u e s t e d  s i z e s  a r e  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  a n d  6 .  T h a n k
y o u  f o r  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y
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U n i t e d  Wo m e n  o f  Fa i t h  w i l l  b e  s p o n s o r i n g  a  b a k e  s a l e  o n  S a t u r d a y,
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 t h  d u r i n g  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  P a n c a k e  B r e a k f a s t  i n  t h e  Fe l l o w s h i p
H a l l .  P r o c e e d s  w i l l  b e  s p l i t  e q u a l l y  b e t w e e n  U W F  a n d  S C U M C .  We  n e e d  h e l p
w i t h  d o n a t i o n s  o f  b a k e d  g o o d s :  c o o k i e s ,  b r o w n i e s ,  p i e s  a n d  c a k e s  e t c . . .  a n d
w i t h  p u r c h a s i n g  g o o d i e s  ( t h e  f u n  p a r t ) .  A n y t h i n g  l e f t  w i l l  b e  f o r  s a l e
( d o n a t i o n s )  a f t e r  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 t h .  T h a n k s  s o  m u c h  f o r
y o u r  s u p p o r t !

Please consider donating these items for the
Pancake Breakfast, September 19 . Items must
be delivered to room 102 by September 13 .
Make Checks payable to SCUMC with Pancake
Breakfast in the memo line.  Your support is
appreciated. 

th

th
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I f  you  or  someone  you  know wou ld  be  inte res ted  in  a
space  fo r  the  Fa l l  Craf t  Fa ir ,  you  can  p ick  up

appl icat ions  on  the  round  table  in  the  gather ing  area .  I f
you  wou ld  l ike  more  in format ion  contac t  Jacque t ta  Owen .  
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L a y  S e r v a n t  M i n i s t r y  Tr a i n i n g
S a t u r d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6,  2 0 2 6,  9 : 0 0  a . m .  t o  4 : 0 0  p. m .
S t r a s b u r g  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h
1 1 4  W.  Wa s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t
S t r a s b u r g ,  VA  2 2 6 57
 
Fo u r  c l a s s e s  a r e  b e i n g  o f f e r e d :
·  B a s i c  C o u r s e  ( F r e e ! )
·  L e a d i n g  W o r s h i p
·  L e a d i n g  P r e a c h i n g
·  A g i n g  a n d  M i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
T h e  c o s t  f o r  e a c h  c l a s s  i s  $ 2 0,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  B a s i c  C l a s s .  T h o s e
w h o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  B a s i c  C l a s s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  r e f u n d  w i t h  t h e  p u r c h a s e
o f  t h e i r  r e q u i r e d  b o o k .  S i m p l y  e m a i l  a  c o p y  o f  y o u r  r e c e i p t  t o
S h e n a n d o a h R i v e r D i s t r i c t@ v a u m c .o r g ,  a l o n g  w i t h  y o u r  m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s ,  a n d
w e  w i l l  s e n d  y o u  a  r e f u n d .  
L u n c h  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d ,  w i t h  a  f r e e - w i l l  o f f e r i n g .
C l i c k  t h e  l i n k  b e l o w  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  y o u r  c l a s s  a n d  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e
b o o k s  o r  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e a c h  c l a s s .

R e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  L a y  S e r v a n t  Tr a i n i n g  D a y  
Fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c o n t a c t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  a t
s h e n a n d o a h r i v e r d i s t r i c t@ v a u m c .o r g
Fo r  t r a i n i n g  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Pa s t o r  R a i n i  N e w m a n  a t
r a i n i . n e w m a n 0 2 10 @ g m a i l .c o m

S c h o l a r s h i p s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  i f  n e e d e d .

S t e p h e n s  C i t y  U M C  B o o k / M o v i e  C l u b
2 n d  S a t u r d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  1 0 : 0 0 a m  t o  1 2 : 0 0 p m  S t e p h e n s  C i t y  U M C ,  5 2 9  M a i n  S t . ,
S t e p h e n s  C i t y  ( p a r k i n g  a n d  e n t r a n c e  i n  b a c k  o f  C h u r c h )  -  R o o m  1 0 1

S e p t e m b e r  1 2 t h  — D u n e  b y  F r a n k  H e r b e r t
N o v e m b e r  1 4 t h  —  S k i p p i n g  C h r i s t m a s  b y  J o h n  G r i s h a m

C l i c k  f o r  E n t i r e  2 0 2 6  R e a d i n g  S c h e d u l e
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  K a t h i e  a t  

k a t h i e c z e r w i n s k i @ g m a i l . c o m

Last Last week the Food Pantry served week the Food Pantry served 69 69 families with families with 234 234 individuals.individuals.  
CContact Cookie Shank, Food Pantry Manager, at 540-313-5673 or email:ontact Cookie Shank, Food Pantry Manager, at 540-313-5673 or email:

foodpantry.scumc@outlook.com, for more information and how you can help.foodpantry.scumc@outlook.com, for more information and how you can help.  

Last week the Food Pantry served 69 families with 234 individuals. 
Contact Cookie Shank, Food Pantry Manager, at 540-313-5673 or email:

foodpantry.scumc@outlook.com, for more information and how you can help. 

Food Pantry
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A Fresh New Look for Room 101
     Room 101 has a brand‑new spirit—and we’re excited to share it with the whole congregation.
After a dedicated team spent many hours painting, cleaning, hauling out old furniture, and
thoughtfully arranging new, comfortable pieces, Room 101 has transformed into a warm, inviting
space perfect for small groups. The goal was simple: create a room that feels peaceful,
welcoming, and useful for ministry and fellowship. And thanks to that hard work, it’s ready to be
enjoyed.
     To keep Room 101 from slipping back into its former role as a storage space, we’re asking
everyone to honor its purpose by using it as intended—gathering, learning, sharing, and
connecting. If you’re part of a group that needs a cozy, quiet place to meet, this room is now one
of the best spots in the building.
     Room 101 is a gift created by many hands. Leave the space just as you found it—tidy, clean,
and ready for the next group. Let’s continue to honor that effort by making it a place where
community can flourish.



Stephens City United Methodist Church

P a s t o r :   R e v .  M i k e  P e t t r y  ~  m i k e p e t t r y @ v a u m c . o r g
D a y c a r e  O f f i c e :  5 4 0 - 8 6 6 - 2 1 3 2     s c u m c d a y c a r e @ g m a i l . c o m

P r e s c h o o l  O f f i c e :  5 4 0 - 8 6 9 - 1 3 6 8     s t e p h e n s c i t y p r e s c h o o l @ g m a i l . c o m
F o o d  P a n t r y :  5 4 0 - 3 1 3 - 5 6 7 3     f o o d p a n t r y . s c u m v a @ o u t l o o k . c o m

P . O .  B o x  4 2 8 ,  5 2 9 1  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  S t e p h e n s  C i t y ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 6 5 5

C H U R C H  O F F I C E :  M o n - F r i :  8 : 3 0  a m  –  1 : 0 0  p m
5 4 0 - 8 6 9 - 2 3 4 8  o f f i c e @ s t e p h e n s c i t y u m c . o r g

 

WWW . S T E P H E N S C I T Y U M C . O R G

U P C O M I N G  M E E T I N G S  a n d  A C T I V I T I E S

Click To view the Church Calendar

C l i c k  t o  V i e w  S h e n a n d o a h  R i v e r  D i s t r i c t  N e w s l e t t e r

Us e  y o u r  p h o n e  t o  s c a n  t h e  Q R  C o d e  fo r
O n l i n e  G i v i n g  o r  g o  t o  t h e  w e b s i t e ,
h tt p s : // s t e p h e n s c i t y u m c . o r g /g i v e

T h a n k  y o u .


