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Weekly office hours: Tuesday - Thursday 10am-3pm or by appointment
Church Website: www.oslc-cburg.org

Congregational Retreat – Save the Date! - Saturday, September 26 / 9am—12pm
This Mission and Vision Statement Workshop is work that takes all of us. If you can be there that Saturday, please do so that our work can be better for it. This time led by Pastor James Armentrout will help us update branding and our statements as a community of who we are and what we are about to the broader community around us and for the synergy of ministry here in this place as a worshipping community. Details of preparatory work done by our outreach mission team and our congregational council will be used to help our time together to be focused, efficient, and beneficial to the entire family that is OSLC. 
God’s Work, Our Hands – Sunday, September 13th
There are 2 options to participate in this yearly ELCA effort that creates change and shares love with our neighbors across this country!
#1– Diaper Drive for “From Me to You.” All sizes of diapers, pull-ups, and wipes are being collected; donations should be in by September 13 (place under bulletin board in the narthex). See Coreen Bookout for more details. 
#2—Sunday, September 13 from 2-3pm– We are asking for a small group to go to Commonwealth Senior Living to do a small craft project for Grandparents’ Day. It will be 1 hour, from 2-3pm.  Contact Ellen Long or Joanne Jackson to offer your services to prepare or help the residents with the project. CSL will be hosting Grandparents’ Day events and expect us to have 30-45 participants!
 

 
Book Club:
Meets Wednesday, September 16, at 2pm, to discuss “Seabiscuit,” by Laura Hillenbrand. To participate contact Joanne Jackson or Marilyn Zeckoski.
The Common Cup:  Coffee Hour:
10:30-11:30am - 1st and 3rd Thursdays (due to attendance patterns). This group will meet to talk about life’s ups and downs, grief, and build community through warm cups of coffee. This coffee hour is offered as peer support to the people of OSLC and to the surrounding community. Invite a friend, drop in for a few minutes, or stay the entire time each week and enjoy a time of conversation together.
Men’s Zoom Bible Study:
Fridays from 8:00-9:00am. To participate contact John Hess and he will get you the info for the weekly event.
G.I.G. (Gathered in Grace) Potluck and Event: Sunday, September 27th
This year’s G.I.G.’s are formed around wholistic care and inclusivity. Nathaniel Porter will hold the first of the 4 offerings this year on Sunday, September 27th during fellowship. The event will focus on neurodivergence and assessing welcome for the neurodivergent community. How might we and our resources evoke welcome to these individuals?
Wilderness Trail Festival: September 19th / 9am – 4 pm
If you are willing to help man the OSLC table we invite you to talk with Lorin Crowder on how you can best support that effort. Our presence at this event is primarily to share our kindness to the festival goers and have our faith community seen out and about. This is a way of welcoming those around us to see and participate in wonderful ministry we are doing at OSLC; Ministering to and with the people of Christiansburg and beyond. 
The Lord’s Acre Sale: October 3rd / 9:00am – 1:00pm
Crafts, food, and goodies for sale to the community by the community itself. OSLC will be hosting this event again this year and invites you to come out and browse the gifts and goodies available to you.
Funeral Consumer’s Alliance Annual Meeting (FCAVBR) 
- Thursday, Sept 10th / 6:00-9:00pm
The Funeral Consumer’s Alliance of the Virginia Blue Ridge will hold its annual meeting on September 10, 2026 at 6pm. We will meet at Our Saviour Lutheran Church (OSLC) in Christiansburg, Virginia.
Our guest speaker will be Dr Pamela Teaster, Director of the Center for Gerontology at Virginia Tech. In her presentation, “Whose Life is it Anyway?”, she will discuss changes in the worldwide population of older people. This will include ethical and rights Issues related to living & dying, as well as the latest options for committing to rest our physical bodies.
Following Dr Teaster’s presentation, there will be the election of board members. Two current board members have agreed to serve an additional three-year term. One position needs to be filled. If you are interested in joining the Board of Trustees, or in nominating someone to this position, please send an email to fcavbr@gmail.com. Nominations will be taken from the floor. If you are nominating someone, be sure you have their agreement in advance.
Worship and Music:
· Choir Camp – Saturday, September 12th / 10am -3:00pm
Interested in participating in the OSLC Choir? It is starting back up with our annual Choir Camp held at OSLC on Saturday September 12th by our Director of Music, Ethan Stinson. All are welcome and all are included. You do not have to read music to sing in the Choir, just have an eagerness and willingness to learn together and make a joyful noise!
· God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday – Sunday, September 13th / 10:00am Worship
We celebrate the work of service ELCA churches are doing across the country this day with a special liturgy that commissions our work and gives thanks for the gifts we have been given by our God. 
· PMO Sunday – Sunday, September 20th
We invite the PMO community to worship with us and share of the wonderful ministry and learning that is happening here in this place. 
· Blessing of the Animals – Saturday, Oct 3rd / 10-12pm
Bring your pet or a picture of your pet for a blessing and stay for the Lord’s Acre Sale that day.
· Reformation Sunday – Sunday, October 25th
We where red. We celebrate the birthday and history of the Lutheran Church in worship.
Fall Festival – October 17th / 10:00am – 2:00pm
It is time for our annual Fall Festival! Pumpkins, music, crafts, chili, baked goods! All the fun and fellowship you can handle, for free! Spread the word to the community and look out for ways you can volunteer through items or service to the event that will be provided on Sunday’s leading up to the event. An introductory meeting for volunteers and the broader community will be held during fellowship on Sunday, September 13th. To get involved contact Kay Johnson or Angela Correa-Yalowitz. 
Food Ministry:
Thank you for providing 276 lbs. of food from August 16-22! Items were delivered to MCEAP on 8/18, along with a daily replenishment to the OSLC’s “Little Free Pantry.”  In addition, this week included the delivery of food items to the Minnick School in Grundy. 
Thanks to the Congregation for their monetary and food donations, and the empty egg cartons which are filled with eggs being provided by a Montgomery County resident through a member of OSLC. The Congregation’s donations serve as the foundation for the success of the OSLC Food Ministry Program in Southwest Virginia.
Oktoberfest Bonfire – September 19th / 2:00pm – the evening
The Correa-Yalowitz’s are excited to host another fun gathering again this year on their property. Fun, feasting, and frolic!
· Games / 2pm
· Dinner / 5:30pm (German Food and Potluck)
· Fire-Lighting / 7:30pm
Overnight guests and campers welcome: please contact Angela to make arrangements! Bavarian garb encouraged, but not required. Come as you are!
Address:
Deep Hollow Farm / 1011 Pollard Road, Christiansburg, VA
Send RSVP/Questions to:
bonfire@yalcor.us or call/text: 540-257-0704
“We hope to see you there!” – Andrew, Angela, Christ, Kaza, Josh, Ciel, and Kyle!
Eklesia & Christiansburg Youth Partnership (CYP)
A youth group for grades 6th-12. All are welcome. 
To get involved contact Angela Correa or Pastor Joel.  
	September 13th
	3-5
	BIble Study and Games

	September 27th
	3-7
	Movie night with pizza and discussion

	October 11th
	3-5
	Elder Dinner Performance Planning

	October 17th
	10-2
	OSLC Fall Festival

	October 25th
	5-7
	Elder Dinner



OSLC Church Council Update – August - Joanne Jackson, council reporter;
Current Members: Pastor Joel Antley, Chris Bell (Vice President), Fred Burroughs, Carol Cox (Treasurer, non-voting), John Hess (President), Joanne Jackson, Paul McKeag, Fred Rencsok, Dave Rundgren, Brenda Ryan, Karen Snape (Secretary), Ciel Yalowitz-Correa 
i. Pastor’s Report - Pastor discussed Children’s Church and Welcoming Ministry.
ii. Children’s Church - Meeting this past week with 5 volunteers. Coreen will start
Children’s Church this Sunday.
ii. Welcoming ministry - There are currently 2 people on the Welcoming Team.
Parents Morning Out:
· PMO has added another teacher and class. Sept. 15 is Parent Information Breakfast.
Property Committee:
· Classroom door handles (accessible &amp; lockable) - Based on current and future needs, the Property Team recommends that we proceed with installation of lever locksets on the nursery, classrooms 1 and 2, and reading room doors. 
· Storage for To Our House (bedding, tents, linens, and other supplies). The Property Team recommends that Council approve the installation of a storage shed, located at the south wall of the building for use by To Our House.
· Baby-changing table for the non-shower single-occupancy bathroom - research ongoing.
Youth Report (Ciel Yalowitz-Correa):
· Youth will be serving dinner on Thursday, August 27th at Park United Methodist and adult volunteers are needed. Youth enjoyed a trip to a baseball game and dinner.
VBS Report:
· Largest group yet - 50 kids each night! There will be a follow up meeting of the planning committee to go over feedback (to be scheduled). 
Schedule for the Good of the Congregation:
· August 5 - Area Pastors Meeting at OSLC
· August 15 - Council Retreat (Pastor James Armentrout, Facilitator; Carol Cox, Recorder) 
· August 23 - Thrivent visit
· August 27 - Youth volunteer at Park United Methodist Community Table dinner
· August 30 - Frank &amp; Oswald membership installation (Joanne Hrdlicka, basket coord.)
· Sept. 10 - Funeral Consumers Alliance Annual Meeting, 6pm
· Sept 13 – God’s Work Our Hands - Outreach Mission Team working on this
· Sept. 19 - Wilderness Trail Festival (?)
· Sept. 20 - PMO Sunday
· Sept. 26 - Congregational Retreat (Pastor James Armentrout, Facilitator; ?, Recorder)
· Sept. 27 – G.I.G (Nathaniel Porter, leader)
· October 3 - Lord’s Acre, Blessing of the Animals
· October 17 - Fall Festival
· October 25 - Reformation Sunday (supply pastor)
Welcome Team:
Why?
Gone are the days of folks in the immediate community coming into a church and staying because it’s their denomination or because it’s close. The reality is that most people are looking for a place that engages with them through worship, welcome, and integration. We have the worship part well established. We also have a wonderfully welcoming community, but we have few ways to thank our guests and a set plan of next steps to drive conversation, relationship building, and integration into the life of the congregation. The work below if the work of the entire community, and the Welcome Team Volunteers will simply help supply the system of steps to the culture and welcome we already proclaim and project so well together. 
Goals
· To better tell our story here in this place.
· To better invite people to experience this place. Worship, welcome, and community.
· To expand the reach of our ministries to people who are looking for a place like we have to offer, a place where they are loved, where they are valued, where they can get involved in ministry.
How to Volunteer?
To formally volunteer on the Welcome Team please contact Pastor Joel. 
OSLC Children’s Church:
Children’s Church will be offered immediately following the Children’s Sermon every week and the little ones will return to their seats before the prayers of intercession.
Timeline (total 15-20mins):
· Sing Together
· Light an electric candle together
· Read a children’s Bible version of a lectionary story
· Do a craft (coloring page, something quick and to the point of the day)
· Pray together
We are excited to make this important resource and opportunity happen for the littlest amongst us!
Interested in Volunteering?
Email or talk to Pastor Joel and he’ll help you get involved!

Flooding in Nepal
On Aug. 26, powerful floodwaters carrying glacial ice and mud swept down the Himalayas through a mountain valley. Hundreds of people have died, and hundreds more remain missing as families are waiting for news of loved ones. Homes have been destroyed, roads and bridges are gone, and entire communities are struggling to access basic necessities. Lutheran Disaster Response has long-standing relationships with trusted partners throughout Nepal. With your help, Lutheran Disaster Response will support emergency relief and long-term recovery through these established partners who know their communities best.
If you want to participate in a response to the tragedy in Nepal or to the plight of immigrants in the US, here are ways that the ELCA brings gifts together into a larger program n place to provide coordinated relief and support.                             
Ann Hess gathered this information for your individual response. 

ELCA Global Mission <info@elca.org> 
As the largest faith-based national nonprofit dedicated to refugee resettlement and immigration, Global Refuge has helped over 800,000 New Americans rebuild their lives in America. And with more than 85 years of experience transforming lives for the better, Global Refuge earned a four-star rating from Charity Navigator.
Global Refuge mailing address:
Global Refuge / 700 Light Street / Baltimore, Maryland 21230


Volunteering at OSLC - Margaret Stahl:
Margaret is currently scheduling the calendar for October through December 2026. Lists from the Time and Talent Survey are the resource used to prepare the service calendar along with past serving list. Folks who may have missed the opportunity to volunteer through the time and talent survey this past year, or who may want to add or change your volunteer choices please help Margaret prepare this schedule by confirming with her your interest in the jobs and send her any times that you expect to be unavailable. Send Margaret Stahl an email message about the serving schedule from Oct 1 -through December 31.  Please let her know before the 10th of September.  Her email is: Margaretannstahl1@gmail.com
Weekly Bible Study:
This group meets on Wednesdays from 10:30am-12:00pm. We will discuss the next Sunday’s lectionary texts. 
Preacher’s ‘Tiquers:
A fun monthly outing to antique and table fellowship together as a community. The time listed is the departure time each month from the church parking lot by way of carpooling.
	Date
	Time
	Details
	Lunch

	August 28th
	9:30 AM
	Pulaski and Dublin
	The Purple Cactus

	Sept 25
	9:00 AM
	Bedford
	Liberty Station

	Oct 30th
	9:00 AM
	Wytheville
	Peking Chinese

	Nov 13th 
	9:30 AM
	Floyd
	Floyd Country Store

	Dec 5th
	9:00 AM
	Berglund Holiday Craft and Vendor Show
	Buffalo Wild Wings




Stewardship Sunday – Save the Date!
Our Stewardship Sunday will be October 11. Tony Valencic will cater a celebratory meal for the congregation.

We had a Stewardship meeting with Pastor on 8/13 and mapped out the financial stewardship timetable for this Fall, although the stewardship emphasis will have a new character this year in that it will incorporate the intentional building of a culture of welcoming as a congregational initiative.  This initiative will include focus on welcoming the stranger with our hospitality, welcoming through our demonstrated generosity, and welcoming through worship and community formation as guided by the Holy Spirit. Stewardship Sunday is scheduled for October 11 with a celebratory BBQ lunch prepared by Tony Valencic.  A letter to the congregation kicking off the Fall Stewardship will be mailed to the congregation the week of September 14, and we intend to have temple talks on 9/20, 9/27 and 10/4.

LT2 on September 9, next Wednesday / 1:30 - 3:00 pm. 
 Our conversation will be based on, The Long Talk -  Guidelines on conversations about issues that may be divisive and disrupt relationships - for example diversity, equity, and inclusion.

We have invested time on communication with difficult conversations.  However, as we approach another election, each of us may have opportunities to connect with others about the three constitutional amendments on the ballot or the information provided by candidates

Hopefully you can join us in Learning to Live Together. At OSLC in the meeting room.

Next Red Cross Blood Drive:
The next blood drive is Thursday, October 22, from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. To donate sign up for a spot by visiting redcross.org. Any potential volunteers to help staff the event are encouraged to reach out to Jan Jackson to find a best way to help serve that day.

Dialogue on Race – September 22 / 4:30-6:00pm
A group that seeks conversation, advocacy, and love of neighbor. All are welcome! Contact John Hess to get involved with this ecumenical effort of racial inclusion, diversity, and justice. 

Parents Morning Out - Lorin Crowder
· September 8, 2026 - First day of school for school year 2026-2027.  Grand opening for classroom 2 for the 4-year-olds. 
· September 15, 2026 - Parent information breakfast meeting to be held in OSLC fellowship hall.  At this meeting, information will be shared regarding the curriculum in our program and developmental milestones for preschool age groups.  
· September 20, 2026 - PMO Sunday
· Lani Hagee - new teacher to officially start teaching on September 8.  All paper work has cleared! Yay!!!!  Here is a blurb about Lani:

My Name is Lani Hagee. I've spent the last 4 to nearly 5 years now working to better my skills with early childhood education and working with special needs. I was born and raised here in Southern Virginia but moved to Colorado in 2020 where I started teaching after spending some time on the local volunteer fire department. In Colorado I worked with infants all the way to first grade. Now that I'm back in Virginia, I work as a behavior technician and help my grandparents in my free time! I'm excited to have the time to dedicate myself to future generations and I plan to make a lifelong career with early childhood and special education!  

(Kris, I think Lorin emailed you her information that included photos to include.  I am not trying to copy those here.)
· Donations of toys, supplies, and books to the PMO program are very much appreciated.  When you drop things off, please leave a note to let us know who the donation is from and if you want it back if we can’t use the donation.  Thanks!
· Thanks to Joanne Jackson for the wonderful crafts that were shared in July!!  

OSLC Newsletter Process and Gathering of Information:
This is one of many ways to keep you informed and invested in the family and mission of OSLC.  Pastor and council reviewed and outlined the process to facilitate drafting of OSLC News every 2 months.  Ann Hess has volunteered to collect information by the 20th of the month to prepare a draft that is then reviewed by Joanne Jackson and Pastor by the 25th of the month.  Kris then prepares is for publication on line, email and hard copies available in the narthex or mailed to those who request it.  Please contact Ann Hess with comments and news at annhesspottery@gmail.com  it is compiled as it comes in.  Please provide Ann with names and contact information for those who are leading aspects of OSLC ministries for additions to newsletters.
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