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In 1872 the Toronto Printers Union went on strike demanding a nine-hour workday and 24 strike leaders were arrested.  At the time 10-12 hour days, six days a week was common, and union activity was considered criminal conspiracy.  

But the people had had enough.  A crowd of 10,000 – in a city of 50,000 – came out in support of the strikers.  Prime Minister John A. Macdonald felt the pressure and passed the Trade Unions Act.  And eventually Labour Day was established in celebration of putting limits on work.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/labour-day (Accessed September 4, 2026)] 


In other words, Labour Day was born out of the conviction that work is good, but work should never be allowed to consume your life.  

And interestingly, the Bible says something remarkably similar.  Work is good.  Work matters.  But work makes a terrible God.  As soon as you ask your work to give you your meaning it becomes a master that will never let you rest.  

So because it’s the week before our kick off here at Fort George, and it’s Labour Day weekend, I want to take the gospel – which is the basic message about Jesus and salvation – out of the church and into the workplace.  What happens when you take Jesus to work?
…
So grab your Bible and open to Genesis chapter 1.  If you are going to develop a theology of work you need to look at creation.  We are going to start in verse 26 and then skip down to chapter 2 verse 4 and then skip again to verse 15.  I’ll keep you posted as we go.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read Genesis 1:26-28; 2:4-9; 15-17]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

What I want us to see this morning is what the gospel does to our work. And here's the big idea: the gospel teaches us that our work has meaning, but it needs limits, because it doesn’t give us our meaning.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/a-vision-for-culture-making/ (Accessed September 4, 2026)] 


So first, our work has meaning.  And Genesis connects this meaning to our work by showing that it is a continuation of the work God began.  So Genesis 1 is all about God’s work of creation.  It starts:
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light,” (Genesis 1:1-3)

In the beginning there was chaos and void.  And then the Spirit of God moves over the confusion and rearranges things so that beauty and order come out of the mess.  That’s chapter 1.

And then in chapter 2 God puts Adam and Eve in the garden He created and essentially says, “Alright then, you keep going.”  
…
Now wait a minute.  How are Adam and Eve doing God’s job?  They’re just gardening; He made it.  But think about what gardening is.  You take raw material—soil, seed and water—and rearrange it so that food and flowers come out. You take what God has made and hover over it, cultivating it for human flourishing.  Actually, that's what all good work does.

So a farmer takes soil and produces food.  A carpenter takes lumber and produces housing.  A doctor takes a sick body and moves it toward health.  An engineer puts a bridge over a river so people can get to each other.  A teacher takes knowledge and passes it on to a child.  We are all taking raw material and creating something new from it for the flourishing of humankind.  We are gardening God’s world.

And it’s in that context that God says:
“Let us make human beings in our image, to be like Us.  They will reign…” So God created human beings in His own image. In the image of God He created them; male and female He created them. (Genesis 1:26-27NLT)

To reign here means to take responsibility for creation.  And that’s exactly what we see God doing in Genesis 1.  He cultivates His world and calls it good.  Then He creates us in His image and says, in effect, “Now you take responsibility for it.  Cultivate it.  Develop it.  Use what I’ve given you for the flourishing of others.”  

And this completely destroys the idea that there are “spiritual” jobs that matter to God, and ordinary jobs that don’t.  

Like God didn’t put Adam and Eve in the garden and say, “Okay, one of you needs to be a pastor.”  No.  He made them gardeners.  And this means all work has meaning.  Everything we do that helps humanity flourish is a participation in God’s work.  

And think about how far this goes.  Like if you never clean your house or never pay someone else to do it.  If some spirit never moves across the chaos of your apartment to bring order, then you’re going to die.


It’s called hygiene.  If you don’t clean you die.  Now being a house cleaner might not be that glamorous a job, and it might not pay that well.  But that’s human evaluation.  In God’s eyes cleaning is bringing order out of chaos for the flourishing of humanity so it’s a continuation of the work God started in the beginning.

And the same is true of raising children, teaching Grade 4, working in the mill, driving a truck, running a business or fixing someone's plumbing.  Whenever you use the gifts you've been given to make God's world more ordered, or beautiful, you're participating in the work God began in Genesis 1.

So your work has meaning.  You aren’t just working for a living; you are bearing God’s image as you garden His world.  That’s what you’re doing when you work.  
…
Now, obviously, that doesn’t mean every job or everything we do at work is automatically good.  We’ll get to that in a minute.  But it does mean that there is no divide between the sacred and the secular.  In fact there is no secular.  Everything is sacred for Jesus followers.  

See your job doesn’t have to involve preaching a sermon before God cares about it.  Plumbing can be sacred work.  Business can be sacred work.  All work has meaning because through it you get to help garden God’s world.  Do you see how important your job is?  It has meaning.
…
But second, work needs limits because the bottom line can never be our only bottom line.  Or put another way, God doesn’t just care that we work; He cares how we work and what we’re working for.  And we actually see this right from the beginning.  So God puts Adam in the Garden and gives him work to do, but then He also gives him boundaries.  We read:
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)

God gives Adam a job, but He also gives him guardrails.  There are ways he may cultivate God’s world and ways he may not.  And the rest of Scripture fleshes those guardrails out.  

So on one side, making a profit and getting ahead is good, but there are things we must not do in that pursuit.  Scripture says, you don’t break your promises to get ahead.  You don’t take bribes.  You may not have false weights.  You don’t cheat your customers because you can get away with it.  So making a lot of money is not a problem as long as you stay within the guardrail of truth as you do it.

For a Jesus follower, the bottom line can never be the only bottom line because if I dishonour Jesus in the process of my work I haven’t succeeded at anything.  So making money must be done inside the guardrail of truth.
…
A couple chapters later in Genesis we get a picture of this.  At Babel the people are building a tower.  And that’s good.  They’re developing new technology.  They’re making bricks in a new way.  

And in one sense, they’re doing exactly what human beings were created to do: taking the raw material and making something new.  But there’s a line in the story that tells us something has gone terribly wrong.  They expose the heart behind their plans saying:
“Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves.”
(Genesis 11:4)

Did you catch it?  In the garden, humanity cultivates God’s world for His glory and purpose.  But at Babel, humanity cultivates God’s world to make a name for ourselves.

So it’s not primarily what you work at that matters to God, it’s why you do it.  The work can be impressive.  The technology can be innovative.  The business can be profitable.  But God isn’t asking, “What did you build?”  He’s asking, “Who were you building it for?”  This is why Paul says:
So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

Whatever you do.  That means you can work in the mill for the glory of God, or you can work for yourself.  You can drive a truck for the glory of God.  You can clean teeth or teach Grade 4 or run a business for the glory of God.  Or you can do any of those things for your own increase.  You can make a name for yourself, or you can do them for the glory of God.

And this isn’t about being a nice person.  See a nice atheist can take care of their customers and not cheat them.  But while a Jesus follower takes care of their customers, they do it to bring God glory.  And the goal matters.  This is the second guardrail.

See the gospel doesn’t just give us the guardrail of truth – there are things we can’t do to get ahead, it also gives us the guardrail of love – there are things I will do for people even if it costs me, because I’ve been won by the love of Jesus.

See Jesus hasn’t treated me fairly.  He’s treated me generously.  He’s given me what I don’t deserve and taken upon Himself what I should have received.  And if that’s how Jesus has treated me, then that’s the way I want to treat the people around me.
…
Tim Keller tells a story about a guy who showed up at church with no Christian background.  And he said he was there because of his boss.  And Keller thought this was strange until the guy said, “I’ve had lots of bosses who took credit for the good things I did, but never a boss who took the blame for a bad thing I did in order to shelter me.  And that made me think – what makes this guy tick?”
…
That’s what happens when the gospel goes to work.  This boss was willing to absorb a cost for the sake of someone underneath him because he followed a Saviour who absorbed a cost for him.  And when someone rubs shoulders with Jesus like that, it changes them.
…
So the gospel gives our work guardrails.  Truth says there are things I won’t do to get ahead.  Love says there are things I will do for others even if it costs me.  And God’s glory says I’m not doing any of it to make a name for myself – I’m doing it for Him.  The bottom line matters.  But it can never be our only bottom line.
…
There’s one more thing the gospel gives us, and that is freedom in our work.  See, while our work has meaning, our meaning doesn’t come from our work. 

Now, it took a while before I noticed this, but something shocking about Genesis 1 and 2 is that there is work in paradise.  The Garden is full of work before sin.  And that means work isn’t part of the curse.  Work is good.  But how does that make you feel?  

I mean if work is good, why does it feel so bad?  
…
Well Genesis 3 gives us the answer.  Sin didn’t create work; sin got work cursed.  Work that was designed to produce flourishing now produces frustration.  The ground produces thorns.  And it isn’t just the ground that’s broken – it’s our hearts too.  So instead of using work to serve God and our neighbour, after the fall we started using work to prove ourselves.  That’s Babel: “Let’s make a name for ourselves.”  And the moment I look to my work to make my name, work becomes a slave master.

And think about the language we use for work.  It’s the grind.  It’s a rat race.  We punch the clock and work ourselves to the bone.  We burn the candle at both ends breaking our backs.  We put our nose to the grindstone because we’re buried in work up to our eyeballs trying to please the man who’s cracking the whip.  We work ourselves to death, enslaved by golden handcuffs.  Where does all this negativity come from?

It comes when we don't just work for provision; we work to prove ourselves.  We ask our jobs to tell us whether we're successful, whether we matter, whether we've accomplished enough.  And the problem is that work can never tell you that you’ve done enough.
…
Tom Brady is arguably the greatest quarterback in NFL history.  When he was just 27 years old, Brady had already won three Superbowl rings.  Think about that.  Most NFL players spend their entire careers chasing one.  Brady already had three.  And yet when 60 Minutes interviewed him, Brady said: “Why do I have three Super Bowl rings and still think there’s something greater out there for me?”

The interviewer asked, “What's the answer?”

And Brady said, “I wish I knew.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.cbsnews.com/news/super-bowl-tom-brady-60-minutes-2021-02-04/ (Accessed September 4, 2026)] 

…
That’s an incredibly revealing statement.  See if you’re asking accomplishment to tell you that you’re enough, how much accomplishment will it take?  Three Super Bowls weren’t enough.  And when Brady was asked which Super Bowl ring was his favorite, his answer was: “The next one.”

That’s the slavery of achievement.  If the next accomplishment is the one that will finally prove your worth, there will always have to be a next one.  You can never rest.
…
But Genesis gives us another way.  See God works, and then He rests.  Not because He’s tired.  Not because creation wore Him out.  God looks at His work and rests because the work is complete.  And then the gospel tells us that Jesus does something remarkably similar with the work of redemption.  

See we spend our lives trying to prove that we’re enough.  We run the race.  We slave away.  We work ourselves to the bone.  We carry the weight on our shoulders trying to prove that we’ve done enough.  And then Jesus shows up.

And He runs the race set before Him.  He carries the burden.  He fulfills the requirements.  He pays the debt.  He breaks the chains.  He gives His body and His blood.  And then from the cross He says, “It is finished.  The work is done.”

This is why Hebrews tells us:
There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from His. (Hebrews 4:9-10)

That’s the invitation of the gospel: stop trying to accomplish for yourself what Jesus has already accomplished for you.  

You don’t have to use your career to prove that you matter.  You don’t have to use the size of your business or the letters after your name or your bank account or your accomplishments to establish your worth.  

And once you know this, something remarkable happens: you can work really hard without being enslaved to your work.  You can succeed without success becoming your identity, and you can fail without failure destroying you.  You can go home at the end of the day with things still sitting on your desk and you can take a Sabbath.  You can rest.  

Why?  Because your value doesn’t come from what you accomplish.  It comes from what Jesus accomplished on your behalf.  Your work has meaning, but your work doesn’t give you your meaning.
…
And this brings us all the way back to Labour Day.  More than 150 years ago, workers took to the streets because they understood something important: work is good, but work should never be allowed to consume your life.

And the gospel tells us why.  Your work matters.  God has given you gifts and abilities and invited you to help garden His world.  So tomorrow morning—or Tuesday morning—go to work knowing that what you do matters.

And how you do it matters.  Work within the guardrails of truth and love.  Don't make your name the goal.  Do what you do for the glory of God and the good of your neighbour.

But don't ask your work to tell you that you matter.  It can't carry that weight.  If your work has to prove your worth, there will always be another dollar to make and another Super Bowl to win.  You'll never rest.

But Jesus said: “It is finished.”  So work hard.  Do good work.  Garden God's world.  And then put it down.  Go home.  Rest.  Because your work has meaning—but your work doesn't give you your meaning.  That comes from Jesus.





