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Introduction 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in 
situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn 
from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of 
Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 

 
 

 



       ---———————- GATHERING ————————— 
  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  
PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION  

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 

      (Please Stand) 
 
 

GATHERING SONG               PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY (ELW #858) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only 

forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE       

 

 

 

 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we 
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 

            (Please be seated) 
 

               ——————— WORD——————— 
          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    

FIRST READING                                     EZEKIEL 33: 7-11
   
 

   7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to 
turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but 
you will have saved your life. 
 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: 
As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn 
from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
   

 (Please Stand) 
 
 
 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                               MATTHEW 18: 15-20
                            

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out 
the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that 
one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ 
 

                (Please be seated) 

 
SERMON                                                                                              MICHELLE YOUNG
      
 

              (Please Stand) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS (ELW #656)
                  

 
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

            (Please be Seated) 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercy is great.”   
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
                                           

——— THANKSGIVING ——— 
                                                                God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 



  

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                 THE BLESSING
  CCLI Song # 7147007 

Chris Brown | Cody Carnes | Kari Jobe | Steven Furtick 
© 2020 Capitol CMG Paragon; Kari Jobe Carnes Music; Worship Together Music; Writer's Roof Publishing; Music by Elevation Worship Publishing 

 
Verse 

The Lord bless you 
And keep you 

Make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn His 
Face toward you 

And give you peace 
 

Chorus 
Amen 
Amen 
Amen 

 
Bridge 1 

May His favor 
Be upon you 

And a thousand generations 
And your family 

And your children 
And their children 
And their children 

 
Bridge 2 

May His presence 
Go before you 

And behind you 
And beside you 
All around you 
And within you 
He is with you 
He is with you 

 
Bridge 3 

In the morning 
In the evening 
In your coming 
And your going 
In your weeping 

And rejoicing 
He is for you 
He is for you 

 
Tag 

He is for you 
He is for you 



   
          (Please Stand) 
 

THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD 
 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life,  
O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word 
of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

           –—————— SENDING ————— 
           God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 BENEDICTION 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 
Spirit.  Amen. 
 

  The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG         JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE (ELW #836)
   
 

DISMISSAL  
  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
 



BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL 
  
 

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music       music@bethelwinchester.com 
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Council Executive Committee 
 

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com 
 
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com 
 
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY &COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com 
 
LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408,  EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com 
 
 
 

          COUNCIL GENERAL MEMBERS 
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ROB CUTLER EMAIL: ROB.CUTLER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 
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