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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

15th Sunday After Pentecost  
September 5, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
Conflict is a part of relationships and of life in community. The Passover was the  culmination of a conflict 
between Egypt's Pharaoh and the enslaved Hebrews.   Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law.  And Jesus’ words in 
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. We gather in the name of Christ, assured tha t he 
is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.  

Amen.  

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions 
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us 
to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

Hear this good news:  

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of 
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522 

 

  

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; 
remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

READINGS  

Exodus 12:1 -14 
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall 
be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a 
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall 
be without blemish, a year -old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb 
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn with fire. 11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. 12 I will 
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to animal,  
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 
you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 “This 
day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the  Lord; throughout your generations you 
shall observe it as a perpetual . 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 13:8 -14 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is 
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

CHILDREN’S  TIME   

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th chapter beginning at the 15th verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 18:15-20 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 
alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a 
tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

HYMN OF THE DAY  “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”  ELW 603  
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THE APOSTLE S’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he d escended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.   

Amen  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We pray to you, O Lord our God  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 

ANNOUN CEMENT S 

 
MEAL  

OFFERTORY  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” by Grant Wall  Kristie Venrick  

  Accompanied by Gary Elmquist   

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

L et us pray. 

God of creation,  

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you;  make us generous with what we 
have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  

Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you.  

And also, with you.  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise . 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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LA MB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

COMMUNION  
This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please come  
forward at the direction of the  usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat flour. The 
wine is in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center contain  grape juice. 
Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your chest. 
Come and see that the Lord is good.  

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “One Bread, One Body”  ELW 496 

 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  ELW 773 

 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  ELW 479 
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Sustaining God,  

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to 
serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray . 

Amen  

SENDING  
SENDING OF COMMUNION  
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these Holy Gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us 
in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.   

We who are many are one body, because we all share in one bread, one cup . 

BLESSING  
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.  

Amen.  

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING HYMN  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”  ELW 656 

SENDING  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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Preacher/ Presider  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

Council Hosts:  Dorotha Ekx  

Al Manley  

Ushers:  Jon Osberg  

Reader:  Sally Gaddis  

Communion 
Assistants:  

Lewis Geyer II  

Dwight Tilford  

Organist/Pianist:  Gary Elmquist  

Livestream Operator  Karl Heichelhiem  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families 
can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel 
near the front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the 
Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available 
from the ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg 
Chapel parking lot, one -half block north of the church 
on Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the 
church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower 
level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and 
video recorded for online sharing and archival 
purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for 
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

 


