CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: 09/05/26 Season: PENTECOST 15 (GREEN)

GUEST PASTOR Rev. Linda Bollenbach, MDiv.  ASSISTING David Siewert

LECTOR Steve Grochowsky A/V Drew Bowman
ORGANIST Marilyn Boston DISTRIBUTION MINISTER David Siewert
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK Blood Drive Marcie Rosenkoetter

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP/INVOCATION

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, <+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Restin God'’s love.

Amen.
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Music: EARTHAND A

STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Textand music © 1908 Augsbarg Publishing House, admin. Augsbarg Fortress,
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 731
Earth and All Stars!
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| Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing 1o the Lord a new song!

Sing o the Lord a  new song!

Sing  to the Lord a new song!

Sing 1o the Lord a  new song!

Sing 1o the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and  rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!

Harp, lute, and  lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!

Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!

Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!

Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing 1o the Lord a  new song!

Sing  to the Lord a  new song!

Sing to the Lord a  new song!

Sing  to the Lord a  new song!

Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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God has done mar vel - ous  things.
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| too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM EZEKIEL 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. é1f | say to the
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their
blood I will require at your hand. ?But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity,
but you will have saved your life.

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” 1" Say to them: As | live, says the Lord Gop, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING FROM ROMANS 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” 1°Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law. 1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works
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of darkness and put on the armor of light; 3let us walk decently as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18t Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you
have regained that one. ¢ But if you are not listened to, take one or two others
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. 7 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and
if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
gentile and a tax collector. 'eTruly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in

heaven. 1 Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are
gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Linda Bollenbach
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 522
As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word.
2 Tumour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us  sum-mon oth-er  guests to share that  feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let  our hearts and  minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry tll we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave:
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love'svic - t'ry known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re-peat the  sound-ing  joy.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Qude en Nieuwe Hollanise Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text € 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream. [L 60188, All nghts reserved. Used by permission.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us and open our hearts to God’s will.

A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all.
Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal
communities crying out after disaster especially Nepal. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from
selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all. Guide them to seek the
flourishing of every person, especially those who labor and those whose work is
too often overlooked or undervalued. May justice roll through our laws and
institutions, and may there be justice for all in the land. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We
pray for the sick especially William, Mary Lou Lomas, Jolynn Szesny, the Powell
family especially baby Elliott, Bob Ockree, Claire, Jennie Rohy, Ginny Erickson,
Wanda Wilson, Gabe Derr, Allison Gregory, David Grochowsky, Andrew Langr,
Mark Krueger, Steve Cowden and Beverly Carlson. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness
and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even
through our imperfections. Teach us to welcome one another with humility,
patience, and love, and through that welcome, draw those beyond our
community closer to you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the
nearness of your salvation for and all who have gone before us, especially Sally
McCarville, David Adams, Sherry Dogwiler, and Juanita Steinbaugh. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 470
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
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1 Draw us in the Spir-it’'s teth - er,  for when hum -  bly
2 As dis - ¢ - ples used to gath - er in the name of
3 Al our meals and all our liv - ing makeas sac - ra
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in your  name two or three are met to - geth - er,
Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the giv - er
ments  of you, that by car - ing, help-ing. giv - ing,
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you are in the  midst of them. Al-le - lu - ia!
break the bread and bless the cup, Al-le - lu - ia!
we may be dis - ¢i - ples truc. Al-le - lu - ia!
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Al-1le - Tu - ia! Touch we now your gar - ment’s hem,
Al-le - lu - ia! so now bind our friend - ship up.
Al -le - lu - ial We will serve with  faith a - new.
Text: Percy Dearmer, 18671936, alt.
Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 19051958
Text © Oxford University Press 1931, Used by permission,
Music © 1957, 1985 H. W, Gray. admin. CPP/Belwin. All rights reserved. Used by permission
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 678
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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1 God,whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end - less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing toward the  goals of Christ, your Son:
3 Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow'rs your grace con-ferred:
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na-ture’s won-der, Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost-ly cross, grave's shat - tered door,

-

all at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
ours to  use for home and kin-dred,and to spread the gos - pel word.
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gift-ed by you, we turn to you., of-fring up  our- selves in praise;

Now di - rect

our dai - ly

la - bor, lest we

strive

for

self a - lone;

O - pen wide our handsin shar-ing. as we heed Christ's age-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er. gra-cious do - nor of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us  ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.
heal - ing, tcach-ing, and re - claim-ing. serv-ing you by lov-ing all
Text: Robert L. Edwards, [915-2006
Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry. 1848-1918
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society. admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Sueam, 1L 60188,
All nghis reserved, Used by permission.
TABLE BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
one God,

+ bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

ELW 656
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I Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther's throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - mal woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we  shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims arc one. our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship

lext: John Fawcen, 1740-1817, alt
Music: DENNIS, Johann G, Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

reign through all
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
In the name of Christ. Amen.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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