Midweek Reflection 9/3/2026
“A Manifold Creation & A Manifold Church”
Before this week’s reflection begins, a quick thank you for your grace and patience as we rolled this out. There was an issue with our messaging software yesterday. But today is a new day…speaking of a new day…

"O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures... These all look to you to give them their food in due season." — Psalm 104:24–25, 27
"Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone." — 1 Corinthians 12:4–6

This year, the ecumenical calendar welcomes a new commemoration: the Celebration of Creation in Christ (which we hope to celebrate outside this Sunday at 10:30am), arriving at the start of the Season of Creation, which many of our siblings across the Christian tradition — Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Reformed, and beyond — now observe together from September 1 through the Feast of St. Francis on October 4. It's a fitting companion to something we Lutherans already confess: that the God who spoke galaxies and gnats into being is the same God who took on flesh in Jesus Christ, entering the very creation God so loves.
Look around at what God has made. No two leaves fall the same way. No two voices sing quite the same note. The Psalmist doesn't apologize for this — he marvels at it. "How manifold are your works!" isn't a complaint about complexity; it's praise for abundance. God did not make one kind of tree, one kind of bird, one kind of gift. God made manifold — many-folded, richly varied, deliberately diverse — and called it good.
The church, Paul reminds the Corinthians, is built the same way. The Spirit doesn't hand out identical gifts to identical people for identical tasks. The Spirit stirs up — activates, Paul says — varieties of gifts, services, and activities, all flowing from the same source, all serving the same body. A congregation full of people who all had the same gift would be as strange as a forest with only one kind of tree, or a river with only one kind of fish. It wouldn't be fuller (sorry if that’s incorrect grammar). It would be poorer.
This is good news for a church, and a world, that so often treats difference as a problem to be managed rather than a gift to be blessed. The Spirit's economy is not scarcity but abundance; not uniformity but harmony — many voices, one song. When we bless the diversity of creation this season, we are also blessing the diversity of the human beings (who are indeed a blessed part of that good creation): the quiet listener and the bold advocate, the one who tends the soil and the one who tends the spreadsheet, the newcomer who questions “why we do what we do” or “where do I find God” and the older folks among us whose memories and life hold as many stories as the rings in the trunks of trees. All Spirit-stirred. All needed.
And this, too, is why "in Christ" matters in the name of this new commemoration. Diversity without a center can scatter. But Christ — the one through whom, as Colossians says, all things were created and in whom all things hold together — is the center that lets difference become communion rather than division. The manifold works of God and the manifold gifts of the Spirit find their coherence not by becoming the same, but by being held together in the same Lord.
As you move through these next few weeks of the Season of Creation, consider: What in God's creation caught your attention today — its color, its persistence, its strangeness? And what gift has the Spirit stirred up in you, or in someone beside you, that the church needs and hasn't yet fully welcomed? And what gift as a part of God’s good creation is the Spirit calling you to share for the benefit of the rest of creation around you?

Rooted with you in the Manifold nature of God’s creative & loving Spirit,
Pastor Vern

