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SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
THE MIRACLE OF THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL IN COLOSSAE

ARCHIPPOS OF HIERAPOLIS; MARTYRS EUDOXIOS, ZENO, ROMULUS AND
MAKARIOS AT MELITENE IN ARMENIA
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
Let us worship the Word, O ye faithful, praising Him that with the Father
and Spirit is co-beginningless God, Who was born of a pure Virgin that we
all be saved; for he was pleased to mount the Cross in the flesh that He
assumed, accepting thus to endure death. And by His glorious rising, He also
willed to resurrect the dead.
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APOLYTIKION OF ARCHANGEL MICHAEL IN TONE FOUR

Supreme Commander of the Hosts of the Heavens, we, the unworthy,
importune and beseech thee that by thy supplications thou encircle us in the
shelter of the wings of thine immaterial glory, guarding us who now fall
down and cry to thee with fervor: Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, as the
great Marshal of the heavenly hosts on high.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou
didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
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KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS
IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the
reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the
corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the
stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the
Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.
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THE EPISTLE
Thou, O Lord, wilt keep and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
(1:21-2:4)

Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has
commissioned us; He has put his seal upon us and given us His Spirit in our
hearts as a guarantee. But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare
you that I refrained from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your
faith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. For I
made up my mind not to make you another painful visit. For if I cause you
pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I
wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who
should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would
be the joy of you all. For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of
heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the
abundant love that I have for you.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (22:2-14)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those
who were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not come. Again he
sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, Behold, I have made
ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and everything is
ready; come to the marriage feast.” But they made light of it and went off,
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants,
treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent
his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said
to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as
you find.” And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests. But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man
who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get
in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer




darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.”
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HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Abdallah and Hala Saah on the occasion of their birthdays
(Sepl & 8), and the good health of the Saah and Mitri families. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Jad Bateh for the good health of his wife Elaine on the
occasion of her birthday (Sept 9) and the good health of their daughter
Jennifer Bateh Jacobs on occasion of her birthday (Sept 6), and the good
health of her husband Zach and her daughter Emerson. Many Years!




OFEERED BY: Francois and Maya Haddad for the good health of their
children; Mila and Marc and the Haddad, Matar and ElI-Hosh families. For
the good health of Elias Zehlawi and Madeleine. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Francois and Maya Haddad in memory of Fouad Haddad,
Khalil, Salimeh, Shafik, Mary, Nadia and Amira Matar, Lore and Ibrahim
El-Hosh, Weedad, Jamal and Kamal Khouri. Fadi and Lina Khanashet.
Memory Eternal!
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COEEEE HOUR
Offered By: Maya Haddad

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26c¢422

Services Schedule
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
Nativity of the Theotokos Divine Liturgy: Tue, Sept 8" @ 10:30 AM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for VVespers)

PARISH COUNCIL 2026
The Parish Council members’ of 2026. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Henry Veizades, Secretary; Rima
Gannage, Maher Fasheh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Jake Timothy,
Edmund Khinno and Sal Hanhan. Roula Haddad will represent the
Antiochian Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men
Fellowship Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2026. Roula Haddad
(Chairwoman), Dania Amireh (Vice- Chairwoman), Ibtisam Kreitem
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(Secretary/ Communication), Wardeh Asfour (Kitchen/Coffee Hour), Rima
Gannage (Bookkeeping), Diana Khoury (Myrrh Barrier), and Hala Aboujudom
(Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Dimitry Youssef (President of the Young Adults
in the Diocese of Los Angles and the West) @ (408)364-5670, or
Fr.Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARYS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Riad
Akkary, Secretary; Mila Haddad, Treasurer; Gabreilla Ajlouni, Social Media
Coordinator; Adriana Ajlouni.

fo5a* <& STINDAY SCHOOL CORNER

Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children
ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church
Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 8/30/26 and ends 5/16/27. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/16/27. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Isabelle Achkar, Jennifer Lutton, Caitlin Timothy, Randa Hanani,
Samuel Hage, Heather Simonovich and Hussam lIbrahim.

MANDATORY DABKEH PRACTICES
All children participating in the Dabkeh performance are required to attend
the following practices:
Sunday, September 6 — Immediately after Divine Liturgy
Friday, September 11 —5:30 PM
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Dress Code for Practice & Performance:

Boys: Black pants, black shirt, and black shoes

Girls: Black leggings and black shoes

We look forward to seeing our children come together to celebrate and share
our beautiful Arab heritage through Dabkeh!

UPCOMING EVNTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date
September 7: Church Cleanup, Monday @ 10:00AM
September 8: Nativity of the Theotokos Divine Liturgy @ 10:30AM
September 10, 11: Food Festival Meat & Vegetable prep
September 11: Dabkeh practice, Friday @ 5:30PM
Food Festival Sept 12 & 13: Our Annual Food Festival

Do You Want to Be a Priest? - Through the Eyes of the Participants
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

“When God takes hold of the flute and begins to play, the mountains begin to
dance. Who, then, can stop them?”” — Jacques Prévert, French poet

In order to help our young men hear the call of God within them, the Archdiocese,
in cooperation with Ancient Faith Ministries, held the retreat “Do You Want to Be a
Priest?” Eighty-two young men answered the invitation, together with fifty wives or
fiancées.

The idea began with what I often notice during my parish visits: signs of priestly
service appearing on the faces of many young men whom I meet. It also came from
ongoing discussions with a number of faithful and concerned individuals about
shaping a pastoral policy for the future of the Archdiocese in the coming years. We
expected a response to the invitation, but we did not expect the number of
participants to reach this level. One participant wrote: “We are ready to serve in
whatever way the Archdiocese sees fit.”

The retreat was successful by every measure. What the participants, both men and
women, shared clearly confirmed how much the retreat helped them better
understand what they are experiencing regarding their consecration to God through
service to His Church. It also gave them spiritual guidance on how to nurture this
calling until it reaches the necessary maturity. The participation of several priests
and their wives, and their sharing of their experience in this priestly ministry, had a
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very positive effect on the participants, as one participant and his wife expressed.
Another wrote: “I am very grateful for this spiritual retreat and for the love shown
by His Eminence and the priests. [ was encouraged by the examples they gave us.”
The retreat helped some participants better understand the kind of Church service
toward which their souls are inclined. Some discovered that, at the present time,
they are inclined “foward service in the permanent diaconate.” Another participant,
whose father is a Protestant pastor, and who comes from a country where there is
no Orthodox church, expressed his desire to become a missionary priest: “...and if
it is God'’s will that I should one day be blessed with priestly ministry, I hope to
dedicate myself to bringing Christ and His Church through faithful service,
preaching, and the witness of life.”

The participation of several khourias of the Archdiocese helped the participants
appreciate the role of the priest’s wife and the importance of her calling maturing
alongside the calling of her husband. Some participants wrote statements like this:
“I have a desire to become a priest if this is God’s will. At the very least, I would
like to be part of the diaconal order. But I am concerned about my fiancée and how
she would adjust to the role of a khouria. Therefore, I will discuss this possibility
with her, together with my parish priest.”

Another wrote: “This retreat helped me realize that I need to go back and attend to
the basics, such as a regular life of prayer, and that I need to pray for my wife,
because she has not yet felt the calling, even though I know she would be a
wonderful khouria because of her heart, which is full of love and forgiveness. My
wife says that she will follow the will of God.”

As for the opportunity to encounter the priesthood in its real life within the context
of the priest’s family, the participants began to understand this well. “This retreat
was an excellent opportunity to learn about the priesthood from both sides, that is,
from the perspective of the priest and his wife.”

The retreat also helped draw attention to the importance of the family environment in
the growth and maturation of the calling. One comment stated: “I want to fulfill
and discern the will of God. The greatest obstacle before me is family. My father-in-
law became a grandfather for the first time when he was eighty-four years old, and
now he is eighty-seven, and my son is the first of his two grandchildren. I am not
currently prepared to move and take my son away from him at this stage of his life.
Therefore, I do not yet feel worthy or ready. I pray that God will grant me greater
clarity as I work to correct the shortcomings that this spiritual encounter revealed
to me.”



As for how the calling grows, becomes clear, and matures, the retreat helped the
participants perceive this with watchfulness and awareness, whether through
personal inclination and hearing the call of God: “The idea of serving the Church
has always been present in my mind, but I wanted to proceed slowly and focus first
on learning the Orthodox way of life.”

Another wrote: “Since I was young, I have felt inclined toward the priesthood,
though I could not explain it clearly. As I grew older and learned more about the
priesthood, I became afraid because of the great weight and responsibility that the
priest carries. Despite this fear, the thought of the priesthood never left me. The
more | served, the more my longing for service increased, whether in camps,
SOYO, or Bible studies. I always felt that something was missing. [ have a mixture
of experiences: | feel that I am able to offer more, and yet at the same time I cannot.
I believe the reason is that I have been called to the priesthood since childhood.”
Or through family and friends: “Many people around me, including family members,
parishioners, Orthodox friends, and even non-Christian friends, have told me that I
should become a priest, or at least explore this calling.”

Because of this, some began to ask the practical question: How do I prepare for this
blessed ministry? “I would like to know what options are available for people who
have not received post-secondary education and who desire to pursue the
priesthood.”

Another wrote: “I enrolled in the St. Stephen’s Program with the goal of pursuing
the permanent diaconate. However, later discussions with my parish priest
encouraged me to continue on the path toward the priesthood and to pause, for the
time being, my pursuit of the diaconate.”

What is reassuring is that many of those who are certain of their calling expressed
their sense of unworthiness and awe before the holiness of this ministry. This gives
hope that, in the future, this blessed Archdiocese will have priests according to the
heart of God. One wrote: “I fear the altar, but I want to serve Christ, and I love
Him more than [ fear the furnace.” Another wrote: “I have never thought, and still
believe, that I am unworthy even to think about the priesthood.”

Perhaps the best way to conclude this article is with these words written by some
of the participants: “All I want is to be in the Church.” And also: “I have tried
other hobbies and careers, but nothing surpasses my love for Christ and His
Church. For this reason, I believe that I am called to the priesthood.”
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Join Us for our Annual Food Festivall

September 12 & 13, 2026

Donations toward the food festival are now accepted. To donate or
volunteer, please contact: Church Office at office@orthodoxredeemer.orqg,
Festival Co- Chairs: Sam Araj @ (415)860-0040, Janna Dughman @
(510)825-0563, or Donation Coordinator Wardeh Asfour @ (408)718-3339
Any Cash Donations Accepted, or Please Choose Items from List.

Food Festival Items Needed 2026

Qty | COUNT ITEMS

8 Pk of 500 Napkins Large for Dinner

2 Roll Aluminum Foil Large

4 Pk of 500 Aluminum Foil small

8 Box of 500 Forks

1 Box of 500 Knife

1 Box of 500 Spoons

3 Box Garbage Bags Large

1 Case Bathroom Seat Cover
48 Count Bathroom Tissue

3 Box C-Folding Towel Papers
40 Case 16 oz. Water

1 Case Arak

8 Box Tomatoes

2 Bag Yellow Onions 50 #

4 Box Cucumbers

2 Box Bell Pepper

10 Box Mint

5 Box Parsley
120 Lb Ground Beef for Kifta
120 Lb Chicken Breast for Kabobs
120 Lb Chicken Thighs for Shawerma
20 Lamb Leg Leg of Lamb for Kabobs
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80 Count Hemberger Meat
2 Bags Basmati Rice
10 LB Cracked wheat for Tabouleh
1 Lg. Bucket Tahini
6 Olive Oil Extra Virgin for Tabbouleh
8 Gallon Lite Olive Qil (3Q) for Rice
4 Container Frying Oil — 3 Vegetable, 2 Canola
2 Cans Pam Spray
80 Count Hamburger Buns
4 Can Bread Plain Crumbs
12 Can Hummus (Large)
2 Jar Hot Sauce-Large
1 Bag Sugar #25
lea 5Lb Black Pepper, All Spice
1ea 12 - 16 07 7 Spices, Paprika, Whiéeai;ar?g%rév(\;g;criamon, Ginger, Cumin,
2 ea 12 - 16 07 Granulated Garlic Powder_, Granulated Onion Powder,
Coriander
2 10 Lb Sumac
16 Count Yellow Jacket Trap
3 Count Lighter For Stove

Father and Son Running fo the Building

1
A R4

Run with Fr. Samer 7
and DominicforOur '
Church

Organized by @

Father Samer Yous... 4

-
'~

$4,675 to goal

Donate now!

On November 8, 2026, Fr. Samer and his son Dominic will run the Monterey Bay
Half Marathon to raise funds for the Church of the Redeemer Building Project.




Fr. Samer and Dominic’s goal is to raise funds through this half-marathon. Please
consider sponsoring their run and helping us take full advantage of this
extraordinary $500,000 matching opportunity.

Every gift brings us one step closer to the finish line!

To donate, please visit our GoFundMe campaign,

https://gofund.me/52a963ee7

Or online or send a check to the Church of the Redeemer 380 Magdalena Ave Los
Altos Hills CA, 94024.

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus...” —
Hebrews 12:1-2

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Our 43rd Annual Mediterranean Food Festival is just around the corner, and
we need the help of our entire parish family to make it a success!

There are many ways to volunteer—food preparation, cooking, serving,
setup, cleanup, children’s activities, hospitality, and more. Whether you can
help for a few hours or throughout the festival, every helping hand makes a
difference!

IMPORTANT: CLEANUP & SETUP WORKSHOP

Monday, September 7th at 10:00 AM

Please join us at the church for our Food Festival Cleanup & Setup
Workshop. We will be cleaning and preparing the kitchen, pots and pans,
grills, fryers, tents, trees, and grounds—and getting everything ready for the
festival.

We need everyone’s help! Please come and volunteer as much as you can.

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER!
Please sign up today and be part of making this year's festival a wonderful
celebration for our church and community!

VOLENTEER LINK: Food Festival VVolunteer Sign-Up

Thank you for your time, love, and support!
Together, we can make this Food Festival a great success!



https://gofund.me/52a963ee7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094CADA922AAFDC16-64226491-food?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Building Project Update

As we celebrate the glorious Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of our Lord and the Patronal
Feast of our parish on August 6th, we are grateful to share wonderful news with our church
family.

Through the generosity of a faithful benefactor who has learned that our parish is nearing the
beginning of construction, we have been blessed with a new matching gift challenge of up

to $500,000 for our Building Project. Every donation made toward the project between now

and December 31 will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to this amount.

By God’s grace, we are now in the final stages of preparation for construction. The Building
Committee and the Parish Council are working diligently to complete the selection of the
general contractor and to finalize the remaining details of the project. Together, they will
continue to meet over the coming weeks to prepare a comprehensive presentation for the
parish.

A General Parish Meeting will be held in October, during which the Building Committee
and Parish Council will present the proposed construction timeline, project updates, and
important information regarding the Fellowship Hall, Sunday School, and Preschool/Daycare
building. The exact date of the meeting will be announced in the coming weeks.

We prayerfully encourage every member of our parish family to take advantage of this
extraordinary matching opportunity. Your generous support will help us maximize this
blessing and bring us one step closer to beginning construction of this long-awaited project,
which will serve our parish and future generations.

As we celebrate Christ’s Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, we are reminded that the Lord
revealed His divine glory to strengthen and encourage His disciples. We believe that the same
Lord is present with us today, guiding and blessing our parish in Los Altos Hills. May He
continue to inspire each of us to offer our gifts with joyful and generous hearts, so that
together we may build for His glory and for the growth of His holy Church.

May God bless you abundantly, and may the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration fill you
and your family with His light, peace, and joy.

GIVE TO ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE
REDEEMER

https:/Www.orthodoxredeemer.org/funds
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