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As most of you know, our church has been in transition for just over a year now, ever since our previous Senior
Pastor completed his ministry here. And although things have been going quite well, we are now entering a season
in which we need to be more intentional about our future direction.
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Our church Board will be sharing more in the coming weeks about an intentional transition process, for our entire
church family to engage in.
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In this season of transition, we need to ask ourselves some important questions: What kind of church does God
want us to be? How does God want us to grow? How does He want to transform Trinity Baptist Church? What
qualities should characterize us? What activities should we prioritize?
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This morning | would like us to consider the example of the very first church. We are given a description of that

church in the book of Acts, beginning in 2:42. (I think you’ll have noticed that our Friday evening activities are

named after this verse, “Acts 2:42".)
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This verse tells of a church that changed the world. This was a group that was full of life, and full of joy. They were

amazed at what God had done, they were transformed by his Spirit, and they radiated God’s grace into the

surrounding community.
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So as we look into God’s word today, let’s ask “what can we, Trinity Baptist Church, learn from the very first

church?”
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In Acts 2:42, the first thing we read about this church is that “They devoted themselves”. They were not half-
hearted. They were fully invested. They were “all in”.
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But what were they devoted to? As we read this passage, it becomes obvious that they were passionately devoted
to God, but we also learn that they were utterly devoted to one another.
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In this passage we see that their devotion was expressed through five primary activities. | like to think of the church
as God’s gemstone, with these core activities being the five facets of the living church.
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We can’t divide these activities discretely — they overlap each other, and each facet sheds light on the other facets.
There are four activities listed in verse 42, and a fruit of these activities is described in verse 47.
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First, the early church was devoted to “the apostles’ teaching”. Imagine sitting at the feet of the apostles — hearing
from Jesus’ original disciples, who witnessed everything Jesus had said and done.
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They had witnessed his brutal execution on the cross, and they had listened to him teach after he rose from the
dead. Wouldn’t you love to hear the stories of Jesus as told by his first disciples?
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But of course we still can! These accounts are recorded for us in the pages of the New Testament. We too can be
devoted to “the apostles’ teaching” as we open our Bibles, study God’s word, and let it sink into our hearts.
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We cannot see Jesus or the apostles in person, but we have the Holy Spirit living in us and among us. He speaks to
our hearts and illuminates our minds.
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Jesus promised, “... the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind
you of everything | have said to you” (John 14:26).
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In addition, as we read in Ephesians 4:11-12, God has given to the church teachers who are gifted, to equip us in
understanding and applying Scripture. However, every Christian can help others to understand and follow Scripture.
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Colossians 3:16 calls us to help one another in this way: “Let the word of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom...”. Every Christian is able to help in teaching and admonishing “one
another”.
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That doesn’t mean we are all gifted teachers. But it does mean that we all need close relationships within the
church, so that we can each talk personally with some sisters or brothers, and then share the journey of learning to
live according to God’s word.
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Although we each need our own private time with God, we are meant to share what we learn with one another,
and to help each other to wisely apply God’s instructions in our lives.
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The first church was devoted to the apostles’ teaching. The next thing mentioned in Acts 2:42 is that they were
devoted to “fellowship”. The Greek word used in the Bible for “fellowship” is “koinonia”. It also means “sharing”
and “participating”.
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And in the next few verses, we see how the first church shared generously and participated in life together. They
were devoted not only to God’s word -- they were also devoted to one another.
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In verse 44 we read that “All the believers were together and had everything in common”. They shared their lives,
they shared their resources, they shared their homes, and they spent a lot of time together. Verse 46 tells us that
“Every day they continued to meet together”. They met in the temple, they met in homes, and they ate together.
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It didn’t matter where they met — “Church” didn’t mean a building to them. That is because the church is not a
physical place; it is a group of people — people who have discovered God’s grace in Jesus Christ and want to share it.
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In our age of growing isolation, isn’t this the kind of community our world is craving? No wonder we read that new
people were joining this group daily!
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The first church was devoted to the Apostle’s teaching, they were devoted to fellowship, and they were devoted to
“the breaking of bread”. What does this mean? It refers to two things, which are often combined.
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First, it simply means sharing meals together. Eating together has always been an important part of Christian
fellowship.
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It’s fascinating to see how people connect much more easily with each other when they share a meal! We often see
that here at Trinity, including at our Friday evening gatherings.
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However, “the breaking of bread” also refers to what we call “communion”, or “the Lord’s Supper”. We’ll do that
today at the conclusion of this service. It is a simple but profound act of worship that Jesus gave us.
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We read in the Bible that on the eve of Jesus’ death, he broke bread and gave it to his disciples to eat, saying “do
this in remembrance of me.” He did the same with a cup of wine. The bread represents his body broken on the
cross for us, and the cup represents his blood shed for us.
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Jesus gave us this simple way to remember all He did for us.
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There is something special about the Lord’s Supper. We see this in Luke 24, just after Jesus had risen from the dead.
He met two of his followers on the road from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus.
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Even after He explained what the Old Testament had prophesied about Him, they still didn’t recognize Him. However,
we read that shortly after, “When [Jesus] was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began
to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him” (Luke 24:30,31).
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These two disciples had listened to what was probably the world’s greatest Bible lesson. Yet they still didn’t
recognize Jesus. It was only during the breaking of bread that their eyes were opened.
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Later today, when we partake in the Lord’s Supper, | encourage you to picture Jesus breaking bread, and offering it
to you. Picture Jesus offering you the cup. He offers this meal of fellowship to you. He offers you his body and his
blood, so that you can be forgiven, and so that you can have eternal life in Him.
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Considering the Lord’s Supper leads us next to consider how we worship God together. The Lord’s Supper has always
been central to Christian worship. Just as the first Christians were devoted to the apostles’ teaching, just as they were
devoted to fellowship, so also they were devoted to worshipping God, and a central part of their worship was
celebrating the Lord’s Supper.
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Worship is deeply entwined with prayer. We read next in Acts 2:42 that the first church was devoted to “prayer”. We
are not given many details in chapter 2 about how they prayed. However, throughout the book of Acts we see that
they gathered frequently to pray together. We also read of the disciples praying individually and alone, 1-on-1 with
God.
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The original Greek of this verse is best translated as saying that they were devoted not just “to prayer”, but rather “to
the prayers”. That little word “the” implies something special. “The prayers” signified a planned time of prayer,
probably with prepared words, including the Psalms and other Scriptures.
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This was like what we call a “liturgy” — a planned worship service. We read that the first Christians met frequently in
the temple courts, and in the first verse of chapter 3, we read of “Peter and John going up to the temple at the hour
of prayer.”
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So the first Christians probably participated in the public prayers at the Jewish temple, until later Christians
developed specifically Christian liturgies, with Christian prayers, songs, and worship, including the Lord’s Supper.
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So the first Christians had not only a passion for prayer — they also followed a discipline of prayer, setting aside
specific times for prayer each day, both private and public, in both the temple and in their homes.
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So, the first church was devoted to the Apostle’s teaching, they were devoted to fellowship, they were devoted to
“the breaking of bread” (which included both fellowship and worship), and they were devoted to prayer. There is one
more characteristic of the early church that we need to highlight in these verses.
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It isn’t so much something that the church did — it is something that God did through them. It is the characteristic of
effective outreach.
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We read in verse 47 that the result of all this devotion was that “the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.”
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In the beginning of the book of Acts, before Jesus ascended to the Father, He gave the church its commission: “you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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The church’s purpose is to share the good news of Jesus with one’s own people and with all people. The entire book
of Acts describes how this has happened, and we are part of the story too.
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The gospel has gone around the globe, even to reach us here in Vancouver, where we have come from many
different parts of the world.
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This is because, beginning with the very first church, Christians have shared the message of Jesus around the globe
and across the centuries. However, it isn’t really the church who has done it — we read in Acts 2:47 that “God added”
these new Christians to the church. God drew new people to Jesus.
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The book of Acts is the story of how the Holy Spirit works through the church to draw people to Jesus. And in chapter
2 we see that this dynamic group was used by God in a powerful way. But it was God who did it, not they themselves.
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They didn’t know how to plan special events. But God created the event of Pentecost by sending his Spirit —and the
disciples simply obeyed God’s call to share their testimony.
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The first church didn’t have a plan about how to reach people. But because they were so devoted, people were
attracted to Jesus. People noticed that there was something special about this group. And the Holy Spirit drew people
to Jesus through them.
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As we head into a new season, | invite you, | would even challenge us as a church family — let’s be devoted to studying
God’s word together, let’s be devoted to fellowship, and let’s be devoted to prayer and worship.
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Let’s not simply “go” to church — let’s participate fully with our brothers and sisters. And then let’s watch eagerly to
see what God does in and through us.
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We have many opportunities in which to devote ourselves in fellowship, including in our Friday evening “Acts 2:42”
ministries. Each one of us needs a group or ministry to fully engage in, whatever the schedule.



6

BATHE T2 LT O BGEIR AR ATE » SR TR AR LAY FERETT(E 2:42" 1 - Toighf (a2
fil > BTSN FEELE IV NASETREESS -
As we work together, devoted in love, God will work in and through us.
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In a few moments we will participate together in one of these key activities of Christ’s church, as we celebrate the
Lord’s Supper. If you didn’t receive a bread-and-cup packet when you walked in, our ushers can now bring you one.
Please simply raise your hand as they walk by.
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Let us prepare our hearts to meet our Lord Jesus at his table. Let’s ask Him to make Himself “known to [us] in the
breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:35b).
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