The Lost Son: Luke 15
1.) HIS PURPOSE 
V.11 a certain man had two sons……
A CERTAIN MAN 
THIS STORY IS NOT JUST ABOUT THE MISUSE OF INHERITANCE BUT THE MISUNDERSTANDING OF LEGACY 
THE PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE IS TO ABIDE IN THE FATHER’S HOUSE
· It is about who the father is………when his story stopped being centered around the father; when life stopped being centered around the father then it all fell apart. 
· Being restored to his purpose meant being restored to his father as a son…….31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.—when his brother got sideways over the goat he reminded him that the goat was only a means of fellowship with him; and the purpose of everything was to be WITH him. 
· Worth did not need to be restored bc worth came from who his father was. Life needed to be restored. Your purpose is not to be made worthy it is to be made alive……when you come back to life, you come back to understanding of the father’s worth. ……21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son. 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.   (and all of the “stuff” was not a recognition of worth but a celebration of life)…..He holds all the WORTH. He doesn’t need you not produce any more worth; He needs you to come BACK to LIFE. 
1 john 3: 1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
John 15 ABIDE 

2.) YOUR PORTION 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.
· Valued the instant over the constant
· Traded accrual (increase) for access-----what could have control of in the moment by taking it into his own hands immediately lost value. He did not have the ability to provide increase. ….What you take out of His hands will not be blessed! 
· The FATHER gives the increase. You cannot separate His gifts from His control. 
· Failed to understand that his portion was not meant to be a one time gift but a lifetime of guidance and provision. 
· While he was wasting away, the calf was being fattened. The mercy is in the provider outlasting the portion. Go back to your provision. 
· Psalm 37:25 – “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread”
· 2 Corinthians 9:8 – “God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work”

3. YOUR POSITION 
· Being met by a God who breaks religious protocol
· 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.
· Being clothed by a God who has the power to change your status
· 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.
· Being spoken for 
· 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ”
· As much as you want to only be restored as a son; he understands the need to be restored to family as well. Not just “my son”, but “your brother”. 

Romans 8: 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:“For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[c] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
