Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
September 6, 2026
9:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Camp Hill, PA

*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us this summer. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which are found in the pews.
Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor.

We hope that this bulletin will help guide you through our worship service.

INTRODUCTION

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ,
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

God gathers us in unity. GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
Brethren, We Have Met to Worship arr. Cindy Berry
Bonnie Barton - piano

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise
of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW#359

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church
with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

The assembly may be seated.

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. WORD

FIRST READING - Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them
warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to



turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
their blood I will require at your hand. °But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life.

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you
have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us,
and we waste away because of them; how then can we
live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GobD, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn
from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 119:33-40

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

36Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING - Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you
shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.



11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us walk decently
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. *Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Called ELW#720
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:| 15“If your brother or sister sins
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are
alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But
if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17If that person refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a
tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my



Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my
name, [ am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands as able.

*HYMN OF THE DAY
As We Gather at Your Table ELW#522

*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer concludes:

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

*THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share the peace with one another.



God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL

OFFERING

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering. Today’s regular offering supports the ongoing
ministry of Grace church. You can give online, by cash, or by check.

MUSICAL OFFERING
O Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go arr. Randolph Johnston
Bonnie Barton - organ

*SETTING THE TABLE

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW#512
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth
springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and

our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today
and always.
Amen.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*SANCTUS  Baptized and Set Free (vs 4) ELW#453
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one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

*THANKSGIVING AT TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for
us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
Thanks be to God.

The assembly may be seated.

Those communing at home or in their seats are invited to prepare their
elements then to be led through eating and drinking the real presence of
Christ in the bread and wine.

The Lutheran Church welcomes all to the Lord’s Supper. If you are not a
Christian and wish to inquire about the Christian faith, we invite you to
speak to the minister.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW#7352
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COMMUNION MUSIC

Jesus, Remember Me (3 times) ELW#616
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COMMUNION MUSIC
On Eagle’s Wings ELW#787

The assembly stands as able.

*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of the Risen Lord strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you
nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs
of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus,
in whose name we pray.

Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING

*BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the
body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace *+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.




*SENDING HYMN
I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW#860

*DISMISSAL
Serving, Loving, Growing in Faith.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me Jesus Lifted Me
SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Presiding MiniSter ........ccveuveiviiniiineniiieieennn, The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister.......cooiiiiiiiiiiii e Ethan Lentz
LECEOT ceu ittt Karen Galle
ACOLYLE o Riley Yeager
Communion Assistants ...........ccceeveviiinn, Bill Robison, Pat O’Neal
SOUNA ot Tom Pautz
Director of MUSIC.....cviuiiiiiiiiiieiiineeeeceeeene Kristopher Hartman
Organist...cccu i Bonnie Barton
Technology Operator ........c.veuveuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeene Chris Jury

This Week at Grace: September 5-11, 2026 [Elxm[E [El§ T
We make a difference by serving others through God's love and . EE o
our faith. [1] o= o

The Sanctuary Lamp for September is given by Dr. G. [ ConnectwithUs | [ EVENTS |
Robert Little in memory of Collette Little and Bob Little.

The Altar Flowers are given by Tracey Alfano-Douty & Craig Douty in honor of our son,
Mitchell Douty’s birthday.

The Bulletins & Mailings are given by Tracey Alfano-Douty & Craig Douty in honor of
Tracey’s stepmother, Winn Alfano’s birthday.

We hold in prayer especially this week....

Karen Brown-Pautz, David & Lori Archer Family, Adam Handwerk, Alice Richards,
Carolyn Houck, The Massot Family, Tom Zimmerman, Bob Hillegas, Jeff Johnson, Dr.
Robert Little, Jaclyn Atkins, Robert Schweitzer, Alice M., and the friends & family of
Dean Jury

We hold in prayer the recently departed....
Beverly Earhart, Richard Slabonik and Dean Jury.



Calendar

9/5/26 5:00pm | Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel
9/6/26 9:30am | Service of Holy Communion in Sanctuary
Blessing of the Backpacks

9/7/26 LABOR DAY

Church Office Closed

No Scouting America

9/8/26 9:00am | Quilting Ministry in Quilt Room

9/9/26 3:00pm | Grace Giving Pantry

5:30pm Community Meal in the Social Hall

9/10/26 | 6:00pm | Bells of Grace Rehearsal in the Balcony
7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room

Community Meal

We hope to see you at the Community Meal which resumes on Wednesday, September
9 at 5:30pm in the Social Hall after taking the month of August off. The menu is: Stuffed
Chicken breast, mashed potatoes, creamed corn, soup (TBD), coffee, tea, water, and
assorted desserts.

Upcoming Events (See the Events page on the website for more details)

9/13 Rally Day w/Outdoor Worship

9/20 God’s Work. Our Hands
Coffee Hour

9/21 Group Spiritual Formation

9/22 Adult Bible Study

9/25 — 27 | Alive

9/26 — 27 | Blessing of the Quilts

Thank you so very much for all your prayers and cards during and after

“\L(ﬁ,g'l é , My esophagus surgery. It was serious surgery, so it was comforting to
‘ N e " know | was in your thoughts and prayers.
\

-Eileen Moore Hartzell

Rally Day w/Outdoor Worship

We will be kicking off the new school year with Rally Day on

Sunday, September 13. Worship will be outdoors in the parking lot
followed by lunch and activities. Grace will provide the burgers;
however, we are asking those attending to bring desserts and

sides. A sign-up sheet is bulletin board in the Neil Gathering Place <’

SCAN ME

or scan the QR code. Activities will include a bounce house, a
dunk tank, crafts and of course fellowship! There will also be a
table with Faith Formation information classes from toddlers to
adult along with schedules for the year. Please note there will not be a Live Stream for
the Outdoor Service; however, the service will be available for viewing afterwards on
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@GraceCampHill. In case of inclement
weather both events will move indoors, and the services will be available via Live
Stream.

SCAN HERE>



https://www.gracecamphill.org/events
https://www.youtube.com/@GraceCampHill
https://freepngimg.com/png/77741-heart-thank-youtube-watercolor-you-painting
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is upon us! Grace will be celebrating O Midyet A
and participating in this national day of service on September 20th, SIGN UP T0 SERVE HERE!
2026. We will be serving at the MidWest Food Bank again this year
from Noon to 3pm. If you are interested in helping out one of the most
important food banks in our area, please sign up

at: https://volunteer.midwestfoodbank.org/opportunities/VGOQXHxWigq
on the Events page on the website or scan the QR code. | am looking
forward to serving those who serve with you! -Pastor Chad

SCAN HERE

o michwertfosdhank.org

Nursery Helper Sign Up SCAN HERE
We’'re looking to reboot the Sunday Morning Nursery. To do this we T URSERY
VOLUNTEER

need helpers to stay in the Nursery during the entire Sunday Morning
Worship Service. Drop-off time would be 5 minutes before worship
starts, and pick-up will be right after the service ends. To volunteer,
you need to be at least 16 years old. The maximum time commitment
is once a month, as we need to form at least 4 teams (each with 2
adults or teens 16 or older) to get the Nursery up and running again.
We’re planning to start offering Nursery on Sunday, October 4th. If you're interested,
please sign up by Sunday, September 27th. You can sign up in the Neal Gathering
Place or scan the QR code. Thanks so much for helping us make this happen!

i

Calling All Confirmands!

Reminder that all children from 7th to 9th grade who have not been confirmed yet
should be enrolling in confirmation classes for this year, starting on September 20th. It is
a 2-year program where we learn about Lutheran Theology and major biblical stories
and themes. Please reach out to Pastor Chad at pastorchad@gracecamphill.org to
enroll your child in confirmation class!

Backpack Challenge

If you took a backpack for the Backpack Challenge please return them to the
conference room by Sunday, September 27

Alive: Lutheran Community for Middle Schoolers

Alive will be at Camp Nawakwa on September 25-27 and is for 61" — 8" graders.
Registration packets are now available online at
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/alive--174/2026-09-25 or in the Neal Gathering
Place. Please complete the youth registration packet and submit it to Ethan Lentz by
Friday, September 4 at ethan.lentz@gracecamphill.org or by placing in the Youth
Director’s mailbox.

Communion Cards and QR Codes

Communion Cards are in the pews in the main Sanctuary and on the table in the front and
back of Barkley Chapel next to the communion cups. We ask that you complete one and
drop it in the offering at least once a year. You can also complete the Communion Card on
the website (www.gracecamphill.org) under the Worship tab. The QR codes are now in all
the pews—just scan them to log Communion, donate to Grace, see what's going on, and
more.


https://volunteer.midwestfoodbank.org/opportunities/VG0QXHxWiq
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events
mailto:pastorchad@gracecamphill.org
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/alive--174/2026-09-25
mailto:ethan.lentz@gracecamphill.org

Grace’s Merchandise Store

Looking for some awesome Grace gear? We've got a bunch of cool stuff
like hats, polo shirts, t-shirts, sweatshirts, a windbreaker jacket, and
water bottles. Plus, a part of every sale helps support Grace. Check it
out here: https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-
merch/.

Special Benevolence Offering

The Special Benevolence for SEPTEMBER is NEW HOPE MINISTRY.
To contribute, please list your dollar amount next to Special Offering
Ministry on the contribution envelopes or use the online giving page, use
the QR code or on the website page at
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give

Lost & Found Items

Have you lost an item recently? If so, please check with the office at 717-737-0439 or
office@gracecamphill.org. Items will be kept in the office for (1) month. After that time,
they will be placed in the Community Aid bin in the second parking lot.

Welcome to Our Church Cards

If you are visiting Grace at one of our worship services, please take a moment to
complete one of the “Welcome to Our Church” cards found in the pews, both narthexes
and in the Neal Gathering Place. We'd love to hear from you.

Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15t of the month for the
next month’s newsletter. This Week at Grace information is due by 12noon on
Tuesdays. Please email any information to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org.



https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give
mailto:office@gracecamphill.org
mailto:ddeppen@gracecamphill.org

Where Charity and Love Prevail

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842

Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Where char-i - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for - give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on -ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen-tle - ness.
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As We Gather at Your Table
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I As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tum our wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ta - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as  we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the  sound-ing joy.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rontgen, 1855-1932
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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I I'm 80 glad I'm 80 glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm 80 glad

Je-sus lift-ed me.

Sa - tan had me bound,

Je-sus lift-ed me,

When 1 was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual




Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith
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To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011
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	*Confession and Forgiveness
	33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,   and I shall keep it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;   I shall keep it with all my heart. 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments,   for that is my desire. 36 In...
	Second Reading – Romans 13:8-14
	This Week at Grace: September 5-11, 2026
	The Bulletins & Mailings are given by Tracey Alfano-Douty & Craig Douty in honor of Tracey’s stepmother, Winn Alfano’s birthday.
	We hold in prayer especially this week….
	We hold in prayer the recently departed….

