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Community Is Complicated 

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call ourselves the church likely 

know this all too well. Perhaps you’ve witnessed church council meetings gone awry, frustrating 

conversations about the budget, or intense disagreements over worship styles. Maybe your faith 

community has had to navigate conflicting visions for mission and outreach, welcome and 

hospitality, or diversity and justice. Maybe the generational or political divides in your 

community feel like rifts too big to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle with difficult 

questions about faith and life, but at times, even with the best of intentions, we leave one another 

feeling hurt, overlooked, or misunderstood. 

Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what it was like to be betrayed by 

the ones he loved. He shared meals with people of different backgrounds, people whose 

identities at times put them at odds with one another. Even his disciples never quite seemed to be 

on the same page! Yet Jesus knew that despite the complexity of these situations, faith is best 

practiced in community. Accompanying one another, sharing one another’s burdens, 

encouraging one another, forgiving one another, and holding each other accountable are vital to 

the Christian life. 

Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly. Disagreements are not to be 

just swept under the rug, ignored until the next issue emerges. We are instead called to embrace 

truth-telling, courage, accountability, and compassion in our dealings with one another. The 

work of conflict resolution is not easy or glamorous. In fact, it can be awkward and downright 

painful. But it is holy work. And by God’s grace, it can be an invitation to build a community 

that more truly reflects God’s love poured out for the whole world. 
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