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Unity NW Region Annual Business Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2025 | 5:30 pm PT 
Attending: Diane Robertson (Chair), Mike Muir (Vice Chair), Frank Castro-Wehr (Secretary), Susan Gumm (Treasurer), Barbara Joy Thorp, Carrie Kenyon. Jane Hiatt and Linda Andrus (outgoing board members)
Patty Williams (Parliamentarian), Lisa Davis, Robin Haruna, Terry Murray, Nick Muncie-Jarvis, Meghan Smith Brooks, Grace (Unity in Lynnwood),  Michael Brooks, Jeff Tawney, Aidan Dona, Pam Gutierrez, Cylvia Hayes

Welcome and Pray-in (All) 
Introduction of current Board members / Establish Quorum 
20 participants, and so we have quorum. 
Thank you staff and contract support (Rev. Diane Robertson) 
Thank Staff: Chris Castaldi leading Uniteens (not present), Nick Muncie-Jarvis (YOU Consultant), Karen Reddick (Media Manager), and Marlissa Johnson (bookkeeper).

Approve minutes from 2024 UNWR Business Meeting (Rev. Diane Robertson) 
Jane moved, and Carrie seconded to approve. No questions   All approve

Election of Board members (Nominating Committee – Rev. Jane Hiatt) 
Meghan and Jane on nominating committee.  Have two candidates
1) Rev Diane Robertson of Seattle Unity for a second  3-year term.
2) Rev Michael Brooks, of Unity Awakening Ways (evolving ministry), for a 3-year term. 
Rev. Michael Brooks presents his experience.   Ordained in 2007.  Experiences New Thought as East meets West spirituality.  Edward Casey supported his curiosity.  He and his wife started Unity Awakening Ways.  Includes grief work and a Wednesday zoom room meeting with book studies, guest speakers and discussion.  Happy to be in service to the Unity Movement.  
Diane moved to accept the recommendation of the Nominating Committee for the two open board candidate positions; Barbara seconded, All approve to elect Diane Robertson and Michael Brooks. 
Noted that Jane Hiatt stepped down from the Board in August.  The Board appointed Aidan to the board to complete the remaining 1 year of Jane’s term.  
Thank you Jane, Linda, and Barbara Joy for your service to the Unity NW Region!  

Board Chair’s Report (Rev. Diane Robertson) 
The focus of the Board this past year and looking to the upcoming year:
· Planning 2025 Fall Regional Conference – excited to have a great response and interest.
· Developing or updating foundational documents
· Adult scholarship policy
· Updated job descriptions
· Support youth programming

Youth & Family Report (Nick Muncie-Jarvis) 
Nick provided an overview of YOU and Uniteen activities the past year and what is planned upcoming.
· Essence of You Rally, 38 people, 9 ministries
· Wake up to Wholeness – 45th NW youth team conference. 33 people, 7 NW ministries.
· YOU 2nd annual winter reunion in Lynwood.   24 people, 5 ministries. 
· Together We Thrive YOU Rally.  27 people, 6 ministries
· Kids Camp.  Kindness is Key. 43rd annual Kids Camp.  28 people, 8 NW ministries
· Transformation, IYOU event.  12 IYOUer and 3 sponsors, 3 NW ministries
· Oneness, Summer Unitreat.  12 Uniteens and 8 volunteer staff
· Just Love,  YOU Rendezvous  28 people, 5 NW ministries
· YOU Retreat, coming October 24-26. Life Finds a Way. 
· IYOU Chapter X. Lessons, youthofunity.org for library of resources. 
· Fall Unitreat, Nov 8-19
· 4th Annual YFM Leaders Summit.  Online Nov 19.  See the UWM website to sign up for a newsletter.  YouthofUnity.org for Chapter X material. 
· Cylvia Hayes noted, 12 powers for the planet a good resource on the website.  

Next Generation Unity (Aidan Dona) 
NGU lessons (for sharing).  https://lessons.youthofunity.org/
Retreats at Unity Village have been growing.  
· Fall 2025. Expecting 40+ people.
· Spring 2026 Service Retreat
Regional spin-offs are coming.
Social media up and running/resources available. 
NGU presentation slides: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QTDAIqL9WGAniR4q8RjFDUzsuCxH38Tu/view?usp=sharing

Regional Representative Report (Rev. Carrie Kenyon) 
Connecting, listening to churches, and collaboration encouragement. 
Reminder to all churches to get their 4 people that want to vote registered.
Diane noted:  ½ of our ministries do NOT have an active minister right now.  May have a minister of record or may not.
Patty.  Any need to support people who are looking for ministers?  Carrie and Patty want to do this in support of ministries. RE: speaking with unassigned and retired ministers who can still support in so many ways. 
We will get a better sense of who comes to conference that does NOT have an active spiritual leader. 
Meghan.  Suggestion - good to have a list of ministers on our website who are perhaps retired, but still available to speak. 
Diane noted that we have put it out that we are interested in the past; especially for classes and talks but have not received a significant response.

Financial Report (Rev. Susan Gumm) 
We created a good budget over last couple of years, and per Balance Sheet, we have $89K total assets.
Most of the youth programs support themselves, but some do not.  The tithes to the region are mostly used to cover shortfalls for youth events and cover contractor and staff support for the region.
Susan presented all the tithes that the NW Region has provided to varies recipients.

No other business.  Meeting adjourned.
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