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“Where Two or Three Gather”




Land Acknowledgement
Here at Trinity United Church, we recognize that we share this land with the first inhabitants of this area.  Collingwood resides within the Territory of the Saugeen Ojibway nation and is home to many Indigenous peoples.  We are part of Treaty 18 also known as the Lake Simcoe-Nottawasaga Treaty.  We seek to live in harmony with this land and all of its inhabitants.  We are all treaty people.

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Lighting the Christ Candle
We light this candle to remember the presence of God amongst us. May its light guide us to truth talking and to travelling good paths. May we in turn share the light with those we meet.

Introit: VU 399 (verse 1) “God, Whose Love is Reigning O’er Us”

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Gathering Words (from re:worship)
One:	Come, children of God,
		rejoice in your Maker!
		Sing songs and hymns, old and new;
		celebrate with voices and instruments,
		with praise and prayers!
		Open your eyes 
		to the life-giving presence of Jesus Christ.
All: 	For God is already here,
		among us and within us,
		bringing new life to all who believe.
		Let’s praise God together!

Opening Hymn: VU 245 “Praise the Lord"

Opening Prayer (Modified from a prayer by Jim McKean)
Holy Mystery, the very ground of our being, we seek your spirit in our worship today.  We seek new life in you as we prepare for a new season in the life of the church and as many of us return to different routines as school begins once again. Open us to all that is good and refreshing. Open us to the joy and hope of your realm. Open us so that we may be open in loving others as we follow the way of Jesus. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (from Fight the Bees)
Holy One,
you call us to wake from sleep,
to become aware to our surroundings.
The dawn of a new time of preparation is upon us.
Forgive us when sleepiness takes its toll,
when our discussions become battles,
when our judgement and self-judgement outweigh our faith.
Let us put on the light of Christ
and live as you have called us
in respect, in mutual dialogue, and in healthy living.
Help us so that everything we do reflects Christ’s light. 

Pause for silent reflection

Assurance of Pardon
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. Alleluia! Amen.

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time) – “More Fun Together”

Hymn - MV 178 “Who is my Mother?”

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance 

Prayer for Illumination (modified from a prayer by Jonny Baker)
God of justice, peace and righteousness come into our midst this day. Speak to us this day from these words from our sacred story. As we listen and reflect, breathe your breath, your Spirit of prophecy, your energy, your enlivening, your imagination on us. Wake us up! Open our eyes and unplug our ears that we might hear, that we might see, that we might grieve, that we might dream, that we might follow the extraordinary ways of Jesus. Amen

Epistle: Romans 13: 8-14 (The Message Paraphrase)

Psalm 149 (Paraphrased for prayer by Nan Merrill and set for responsive reading)
One:  	Praise the Beloved!
All:	Sing a joy-filled song praising
		the Blessed One among the people!
One:	Be glad in the Creator,
		rejoice in Love Divine!
All:	Praise the Divine Lover with dancing,
		with melodies and voices.
One:	For the Beloved dwells within,
		journeying with us through all our lives.
		Leading us with truth and love.
All:	The humble are adorned with honour;
		the faithful exult in glory,
		singing for you with thankful hearts!
One:	With truth on our tongues,
		with gratitude as our friend.
All:	We are in harmony with the universe,
		as we hold hands with all the people.
One:	The chains of oppression are broken,
		the fetters of injustice unbound.
All: 	The realm of Peace and Love shall reign!
		Glory abides with those who are faith-filled.
One:	Praise the Beloved!
All:	All people on earth, 
		welcome Love’s Companioning Presence
		who abides in your hearts!
	
Gospel: Matthew 18: 15-20

Message: “Sometimes You Just Need Company”

Hymn - VU 402 (verses 1, 2 and 4) “We are One”

God Supports and Lifts Us

Pastoral Prayer and Prayer of Jesus

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
Life is richer when lived in community.  Together we are stronger, more resilient and better able to sustain love for the long haul.  The life and work of our community of faith depends on your support.  Next week we will talk about the many opportunities to contribute some of your time and talents to various ministries. This is vitally important.  So too are your financial contributions.  If you are able to support us financially, cash or cheques can be left in the offering plate at either entrance or mailed or dropped off at the church office.  You can also give by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or by signing up to donate monthly through PAR.  If this is your first donation, please make sure we have your name and address and email address (if available) for tax receipt purposes.  Thank you for all the ways you support us with your time, your talents and your financial resources.  With grateful hearts we pray: 

Generous God, you show us what it means to love,
and you call us to follow the example of Jesus —
to love our neighbours as we love ourselves,
to offer our lives and our resources to build up your realm.
Accept the gifts we bring today.
May they help to spread the love we have received
to the world around us.  Amen.

Closing Hymn - VU 312 “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator”

Commissioning (from re:worship)
As you go from here, remember to love. For love is what God asks of us; it is the very heart and soul of what it means to follow Jesus Christ. So go from here to love and serve God by loving and serving those you meet.

Benediction (from re:worship)
And may God— who loved us first, and who showed us what real love looks like— be with you and among you wherever you find yourself in the coming week.  Go in peace! Amen.

Choral Blessing - VU 298 “When You Walk From Here”

Music to Inspire Our Serving
******************************************************************************
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