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Small Group Discussion Guide
Week 1 | August 30, 2026
Week 1 — Why Spiritual Gifts?
Opening Thought
When we receive a package with our name on it, there is something exciting about wondering what is inside. This week's sermon uses that image to describe the gifts of the Holy Spirit. God has not called us into the life of faith empty-handed. The Spirit equips every follower of Jesus with gifts intended to serve others, strengthen the Body of Christ, and glorify God.
The sermon makes an important distinction: natural talents can certainly be used by God, but spiritual gifts are ultimately about something larger than what we are good at. They are ways God's Spirit works through us for God's purposes. 
Read Together
1 Corinthians 12:4–11
As you read, notice how many times Paul emphasizes that the gifts are different while their source remains the same.
Discuss
1. What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “spiritual gifts”?
Before this sermon or series, what did you assume spiritual gifts were?
2. The sermon says:
“There is no such thing as an ‘ungifted’ Child of God.”
How does that statement challenge the way we sometimes think about ourselves? What might keep someone from believing they have something meaningful to contribute?
3. Paul describes “varieties of gifts,” “varieties of services,” and “varieties of activities.”
Why do you think God gives people different gifts instead of giving everyone the same ones?
4. How is a spiritual gift different from a natural talent?
Can you think of a talent or ability that God might use for a spiritual purpose?
Bezalel is one example: God empowers his artistic and craftsmanship abilities for the work of building the Tabernacle. 
5. The sermon says there is neither room for boasting about the gifts we have nor reason to be jealous of gifts we don't have. 
Which side of that equation is more difficult for you: undervaluing your gifts, comparing yourself to others, or taking too much pride in what you can do?
6. Spiritual gifts point in two directions: outward toward our neighbors and upward toward God.
What changes when we begin asking not simply, “What am I good at?” but “How can what God has given me serve someone else?”
7. Where have you seen someone else's spiritual gifts make a difference in your life?
What gift did you see in that person?
8. The sermon imagines receiving a wonderful gift and then leaving the package unopened in a closet. 
What are some reasons people might leave their spiritual gifts “unopened”?
Go Deeper This Week
Consider these additional passages:
Romans 12:3–8 — Different gifts within one Body.
Ephesians 4:11–16 — Gifts that equip the saints and build up Christ's Body.
Matthew 25:14–30 — A challenging picture of faithfully using what has been entrusted to us.
Practice
This week, pay attention to two things:
In yourself: Where do you notice joy, effectiveness, compassion, energy, or a sense that God is working through you?
In someone else: Tell one person specifically what gift you see God using through them.
Closing Prayer
Gracious God, thank you for calling us your own and giving us gifts through your Spirit. Help us recognize what you have placed within us without pride or comparison. Open our eyes to the gifts you have placed in others. Teach us to use what we have received to serve our neighbors, strengthen the Body of Christ, and give glory to you. Amen.
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