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CALLED TO COMMUNITY 

 

Jesus says, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them” (Matt. 18:20). In these Sundays after Pentecost, we are repeatedly reminded that 

God has not abandoned us and that Christ’s resurrection and ascension are a beginning 

for us, not an end. The readings this week focus on the practical work of the gathered 

Christian community: turning from sin to repentance, from conflict to reconciliation. The 

question is as relevant today as it was for the disciples and the first Christians: How do 

we live together, work together, as the body of Christ? We have been saved by grace, 

liberated by God’s love to love one another. What does it mean for us and for our 

community to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:14) and to clothe ourselves in 

love? 

We keep asking these questions because the way we gather as Christians continues 

to be profoundly countercultural. We do not gather as a social club, drawn and kept 

together only by shared demographics and interests. If church is only a social club, there 

is no reason to continue to gather if conflict arises, if uncomfortable issues are raised, or 

if “the way it’s always been” begins to change. If church is only a social club, there is no 

reason to do the hard work of reconciliation and forgiveness. 

God calls us into community knowing that being in community is hard. In 

scripture we can find practical guidance for gathering through good and hard times. The 

Holy Spirit is always at work—in, through, and among us—to gather and regather us 

again. In community we meet and become Christ’s body in ways that are impossible for 

us as individuals; all the commandments are fulfilled in this call to neighbor-love (Rom. 

13:9). 
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Ministers                 The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                     The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                    Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries              Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 
Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord. Today we 
welcome Rev. Kevin Koger to preach and preside while Pastor Elise is away doing a 
wedding and youth retreat.  
 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made 
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to 
come. If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876. We will receive New Members again on 
Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2026. 
      
CONFLICT IS A PART OF RELATIONSHIPS AND LIFE IN COMMUNITY. Jesus’ 

words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. 

The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul 

reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured 

that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 

 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                               EARTH AND ALL STARS!                                  ELW #731 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
We Sit 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                              Mrs. Kathy Koger 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:   Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the 
people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will 
make the attack unnecessary. (not read aloud) 

  
A reading from Ezekiel Chapter 33: 
 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, 
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 
your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 119:33-40 
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 

 

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain.  
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the 
person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. (not read 
aloud) 
 

A reading from Romans Chapter 13: 
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall 
not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about 
restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 

point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, 
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that 
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                              Rev. Kevin Koger 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        GOD, WHEN HUMAN BONDS ARE BROKEN          ELW #603 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words 
you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect 
grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out 
after disaster. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish 
gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We pray 
especially for those on our prayer board and those we name before you now. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and 
grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our 
imperfections. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

 
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness 
of your salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
 
 
  

Our Property Team has been hard at work this 
summer. Thank you Gordon Johnson,  
John Felicia, Pat Patell, Janet Thomas, Brian 
Melegari, Dick Falconer, and Rich Moore for 
making Redeemer beautiful! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                  DEAR LORD, I ASK                             Redeemer Choir 
 
OFFERING HYMN              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 
always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                       ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
LORD OF ALL NATIONS, GRANT ME GRACE                                                                              ELW #716 

LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE                                                                                     ELW #712 

AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE                                                                                                          ELW #522 

  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN        PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE GOD OF HEAVEN                  ELW #864 

                                                                        (printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Chuck Pegram and Marc Karrmann 
Greeters:    Wade and Barbara Tate 
Assisting Minister:  Kyle Henderson 
Lector 1:    Kathy Mieczkowski 
Lector 2:    Joyce Frid 
Acolyte:    Harper Meloon 
Crucifer:    Lily Childers (needs a sub) 
Cantor:    Chuck Pegram 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Brenda Van Putten 
Altar Guild:    Tom and Joyce Frid 
Flowers:    Given by Tom and Gale Roberts 
Sheepdogs:    Seth Brandt, Brian Ginsberg, and Michael Miller 
Nursery:    Kim Zumstein and Hannah Hester (needs a sub) 

Serving Next Week – September 13, 2026 
Ushers:    Chase Dill and Tom Lewis 
Greeters:    David Henderson and Sonny Lybrand 
Assisting Minister:  Chuck Pegram 
Lector 1:    Catharine Kirby 
Lector 2:    Michelle Meloon 
Acolyte:    Mylea Felicia 
Crucifer:    Maxwell Howell 
Cantor:    Kyle Henderson 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Donna Norman 
Flowers:    Given by  
Sheepdogs:    Michael Lybrand, Sonny Lybrand, and Seth Brandt 
   Young Youth 2-4pm 
   LCY 4-6pm 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Aurie Dill 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 
 
 


