Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - September 6, 2026

Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life
69 Mill Street » Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clchathens.org

INTRODUCTION

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often
used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the
wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and
reconciliation.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport;
Asst/Lector: John Molinaro; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy; Upstairs Greeter: Cathi Schwalbaugh;
Downstairs Greeter: Linda Batey; Ushers: Sue Ellen Miller, Gail Dreitzler; Time with Children:
Jana Hovland; Acolyte: Nathan; Tray Server: Jane Unger

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell,
and Fort Ancient cultures.



PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ** one God,

whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic -
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died
as  we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

sound -

t'ry known.
to save.

ing  joy.
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Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the
unity of all . . . (to Refrain)
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Refrain
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permi

ssion.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

A reading from Ezekiel.

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. °If | say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. ? But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

' Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” ' Say to
them: As | live, says the Lord Gop, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you
die, O house of Israel?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40

**Teach me, O Lorb, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

** Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

> Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

**Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to ! unjust gain.

*’Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

** Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

**Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.

““Behold, | long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.



SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans.

® Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall
not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself” '’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '’ the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; * let
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. ' Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. ‘° But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a gentile and a tax collector. * Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '° Again, truly | tell you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. °’ For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603)
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1 God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still - ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our
3 You in us are bruised and bro - ken: hear us as we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin - nings, hum - bly hope - ful
5 Give us faith to be more faith - ful, give us hope to
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love or skill to re - store the hope of heal - ing,
world of  stress, for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
seek re - lease from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
in - to life.  Use us as a means of  bless - ing:
be  more true, give us love to go on learn - ing:
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give us grace and make us still.
all the faill -  ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour -  age and re - new!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929

Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.




| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.........

O Gracious God, on this Labor Day weekend, we give thanks for all who work to produce goods
and provide services. We pray for their health, safety, equitable compensation, and justice in
the workplace. We remember all who have fought for workers’ rights around the world.
Strengthen us to continue to improve working conditions and establish fair wages so that all
people may thrive. May we learn to value people, not things, and to use business for the sake of
the common good. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Savior Christ, we struggle to understand how to give up our control, our lives, and our
selfishness, and to carry your cross. Help us to hear your call and leave our comfort zones to
follow you. Teach us how to turn from our sin, learn new ways to live, and make you a priority.
We pray for the courage to share the Good News, forgive others, work for equity and justice,
and to love everyone no matter our differences. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Creator, thank you for blessing us with bountiful gifts. Lead us to share our abundance with
those in need. Inspire us to be careful stewards of your amazing world, to preserve the Earth
and everything in it, and to use your resources wisely. We pray all students and teachers have a
successful year of learning. Empower us to recognize and use our many talents to their fullest.
Bless all pastors, bishops, lay leaders, and our congregation. We rejoice with those celebrating
anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Loving God, we pray your Spirit of Peace will spread throughout our broken world. Please
bring protection and hope to anyone living amid violence. Bestow the spirit of compromise and
tolerance on all leaders, so they will end war, torture, and revenge. Strengthen and comfort all
who serve in the military, veterans, and their families. Protect and help all people who have
been affected by extreme weather and disasters. We also pray for the millions of refugees who
are desperate to find safety, shelter, food, and dignity. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Healing Jesus, you know our suffering because you became fully human. We pray you will
bestow wholeness on all who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Bring relief to those with long-term
ilinesses, such as addiction, cancer, dementia, and depression. Bless all medical personnel and
researchers with the wisdom to find cures. Grant patience and skill to all caregivers to provide
the best care and compassion. Bring joy and comfort to our elderly loved ones and shut-ins.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.



O God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Comforter, we pray for those to whom death draws near. Console us as we mourn our
departed. Rest your peace, strength, and hope on family and friends in grief. Remind us of the
promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.or

There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app!

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERTORY As the Grains of Wheat
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Au t - to Refrain
P~ XA — i — — — } >
:@Hﬁﬁ P - - ] ] | =m Py
5 ® o o
may we share the pres-ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.
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https://www.clcathens.org/give

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider: Congregation:
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PROPER PREFACE

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you,
O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble service and love and so
with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
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and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God.

AGNUS DEI
Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
you break the chains of ha - tred and
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you are the way of mer-cy and
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION

(Whatever the state of your faith today, ALL are invited to the Lord’s table. No Exceptions.

To receive communion, come forward at the direction of the ushers and take a place at the altar
rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish. You will first receive the bread, then you may choose
either red wine or white grape juice in a small glass, or sip wine from the chalice. If you choose
a small glass, you will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread
and wine, you will return to your seat.)
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.
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