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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS BEFORE GOD 

 

Words of Welcome 

 

The Gathering of the Community   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.    

And also with you.   

  

Almighty God,    

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no se-

crets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-

ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen   

  

 Renewing our commitment  

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and re-

spect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?  

I will, with God’s help.  

  

Let us pray,  

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that richly bearing 

the fruit of good works, we may by you be richly rewarded; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.        

 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED 

 



First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month 

shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month 

of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 

tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb 

for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it 

shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 

divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a year old male; you may take it from 

the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day 

of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 

slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it 

on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 

They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over 

the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it 

raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, 

and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 

anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how 

you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 

your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 

passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 

night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the 

houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 

and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This 

day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as 

a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe 



it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: 149 

 

Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; sing his praise in the 

congregation of the faithful.  

Let Israel rejoice in his maker; let the children of Zion be joyful 

in their king. 

Let them praise his name in the dance; let them sing praise to him 

with timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord takes pleasure in his people and adorns the poor 

with victory. 

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; let them be joyful on their beds.  

Let the praises of God be in their throat and a two-edged sword 

in their hand; 

To wreak vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples;  

To bind their kings in chains and their nobles with links of iron; 

To inflict on them the judgement decreed; this is glory for all his 

faithful people.  

Hallelujah!  

 

 

Second Reading; Romans 13:8-14 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans   
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall 



not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You 

shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word, "Love your neighbour as yourself." Love does no wrong to a 

neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, 

you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 

the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live 

honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:15-20  

  

God be with you.   

And also with you.  
  

The Good News of Jesus according to Matthew  

Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ.   

  

Jesus said, "If another member of the church sins against you, 

go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 

member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 

listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 

may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the 

member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 



offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 

as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree 

on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 

in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 

there among them." 

  

The Gospel of Christ  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Sermon The Rev. Gail Rodger 

Announcements 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD  

 

 The Affirmation of Faith 

(Taken from Season of Creation ecumenical service which was adapted from the New 

Zealand Prayer Book)  

  

You, O God, are supreme and holy.  

You create our world and give us life.  

Your purpose overarches everything we do.  

You have always been with us.  

You are God.  

  

You, O God, are infinitely generous,  

good beyond all measure.  

You came to us before we came to you.  

You have revealed and proved  



your love for us in Jesus Christ,  

God made flesh,  

who lived and died and rose again.  

You are with us now.  

You are God.  

  

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  

You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  

You are our God. We worship you.  

 

Prayers of the People         

With Thanksgiving and Remembrance for the Merchant Navy (Sep-

tember 3rd )  

Let us pray  

Almighty Lord, God, the Protector of all who trust in you, we 

commend to your keeping all those in the Merchant Navy who 

gave their lives on our behalf.  And we pray that out of the fruits 

of their sacrifice, Canada may have a righteous and abiding 

peace.  They performed their duty with bravery, confident that 

in their life or in their death you were their refuge, and we know 

you hold them in your ever loving arms. We entreat you, O Lord 

God so to turn the hearts of the people of this land to do good, 

trusting in your goodness, so that we are renewed to do your 

service, learning and honouring from the past and evermore 

moving into the future and giving you praise, from one 

generation to another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Continue with the prayers of the people.  

 



The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Glory to God, whose power working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God, from generation to 

generation, In the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Dismissal 

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit  

Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  
 

Weekly Cycles of Prayer   

 

The Anglican Church of Melanesia; for our Primate the Right Rever-

end Shane Parker; for Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Arch-

bishop; Diocese of Qu'Appelle, Bishop Helen Kennedy; and for the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.     

In our diocese, we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna Green-

wood-Lee and in our region, S St Mattias Victoria, The Rev. Colleen 

Lissamer.  



In our parish we pray for: Ruth D’Hollander, John & Bridget Ducker, 

Patrick  Dunae, Ann Easton, Victor Flett Sr., Victor Flett Jr., Sandra 

Flynn and Pat Fraser.  

In our community we pray for Neighbourhood House.  

For the month of September we pray for the Food Drive.  
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