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As summer begins to come to an end, we can already see the signs that fall is on its way. The days are getting

a little shorter, school has started, routines are changing, and our calendars are beginning to fill up once again.

The same is true here at Immanuel. Sunday School is returning, confirmation classes are beginning, Bible

studies and activities continue, and before we know it, the church calendar will be filled with all the things that

come with the fall season.

There is something exciting about this time of year. After the different rhythm of summer, fall brings us back

together and gives us opportunities to reconnect, learn, serve, and grow in faith. But it can also feel busy.

There are school activities, sports, meetings, appointments, church events, and all the responsibilities of

everyday life competing for our attention.

And still, the Gospel rings true.

In the midst of changing schedules and changing seasons, the good news of Jesus Christ does not change.

God is still with us. God still loves us. Grace is still grace. The promise made to us in baptism remains: You are a

beloved child of God. Maybe that is something we need to remember as we enter another busy season. Church

is not simply one more activity to squeeze onto an already crowded calendar. Church is where we are reminded

who we are and whose we are. It is where we gather around Word and Sacrament, where we pray for one

another, where children hear the stories of faith, where young people are encouraged to ask questions, and

where people of every generation are reminded that they have a place in the family of God.

As Sunday School returns, we have the opportunity to share the faith with another generation. As confirmation

begins, our young people will have the opportunity to wrestle with questions about God, Scripture, faith, and

what it means to live as Lutheran Christians. And as all of us return to the routines of fall, we have another

opportunity to grow together as the body of Christ. There will always be change. Seasons change. Children

grow. Traditions evolve. Communities change. Even the way we do ministry changes as we discover new needs

and new opportunities around us.

But through all that change, the heart of who we are remains the same.We are people gathered by God's grace

and sent into the world to share God's love.

So as summer gives way to fall and the church year becomes busier, may we remember why we do all these

things in the first place. It isn't simply to fill a calendar or keep programs going. We gather, learn, worship,

serve, and fellowship because through these things God continues to shape us into the people God is calling

us to be.

The seasons may change. Our schedules may change. Our ministries may change. And still, the Gospel rings

true: God is with us. And because God is with us, we can step faithfully into whatever this new season brings.

In Christ's peace,

Deacon Brandi Painter

Immanuel Lutheran Church

September 2026



Deacon Brandi Office HoursDeacon Brandi Office Hours
Subject to change:

Mon - Thurs 
8:30am - 4:00pm

Tuesdays and Thursdays
you may find that I am
making visits or attending
Cluster meetings. Friday
will be my day off. Please
feel free to stop by and
chat as needed. 
Cell Phone: 832-362-2886
Email:
DcnBrandiP@gmail.com

The Church Office will be
closed on September 7  in
observance of Labor Day.

th



Rally Sunday

Join us in the basement after worship to celebrate a new Sunday
School Year.  There will be cookies , juice, coffee and fellowship. Bring
your favorite cookies to share!

September 13th

Confirmation 
begins 

September 16th

6pm 

If you are inteested in doing home visits please join
us before the church council meeting on the 15 .
We will discuss who need to be on the list and a
schedule. 

th

Visitation Team
Meeting

September 15  at 6:30pmth





Church Council, 2026
Josh Jorgenson - Chairperson
Terry Wilkerson - Vice Chairperson
Randy Papenhausen - Treasurer
Lori Arduser - Financial Secretary
Wanda Durham - Secretary
Thomas Brummels
Karla Hansen
Denise Olsen
Annette Sudbeck

6:30pm Visitation 



Immanuel Lutheran Church
304 S. Main Street
PO Box 88
Coleridge, NE 68727

On this Labor Day, bless the work of
our hands, grant rest to the weary,
provide for those seeking work, and

help us honor the dignity and
contibutions of all who labor.
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