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Marching Orders

Members of the string quartet look around at each other, nod, and begin tuning up to play. The
basketball team huddles around the coach as she draws up the play on a dry-erase board. The
volunteer teams go over their assignments one last time before heading off to their positions for
the charity run. In each instance, before beginning their mission, the group takes a moment to get
on the same page, to get their marching orders. In our lives as disciples of Christ, that moment is
baptism.

Our marching orders, our mission guidelines, are marked on our hearts in baptism. The good
news of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in Jesus Christ that is poured over us spills out in
our lives, and we are called to be agents of restoration: to bind up the brokenhearted, to care for
all people and all creation. Just as the coach draws up the play or someone makes a list of the
things that need to get done, we are imbued with a way of life in baptism’s waters. Our
motivation for this way of life is the love that has also been shown to us in Jesus: the love that
feeds us each week as we gather around our Savior’s table.

Even if we are sometimes reluctant, like the son in Jesus’ parable who initially says he will not
go to the vineyard but eventually goes, we are motivated to carry out the work to which God has
called us because of the baptismal grace we have received. And whenever we pause to collect
ourselves—whether it’s tuning up before the performance, getting the play in the huddle, or just
taking a deep breath before beginning the next item on the to-do list—we think of baptism, when
our marching orders and our motivations are indelibly marked on us by Jesus.
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