
The Armour of God
Isaiah roots and the church's shared life | Ephesians 6:14-1
	The armour
	Its shared expression in the church
	Echoes within Ephesians
	Isaiah background

	Belt of truth
	We reject deception and become a community where truth can be spoken in love.
	4:15, 21, 25; 5:9
	Isaiah 11:5 - The Messiah wears righteousness as his belt and faithfulness, or truth, as the sash around his waist.

	Breastplate of righteousness
	We receive God's right-making grace and embody it through justice, holiness and faithfulness.
	4:24; 5:8-10
	Isaiah 59:16-17 - God puts on righteousness as a breastplate when He comes to confront evil and rescue His people.

	Feet prepared with the gospel of peace
	We remain ready to carry reconciliation into divided relationships rather than spreading hostility.
	2:14-18; 4:3; 6:15
	Isaiah 52:7 - Beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news, proclaim peace and announce God's reign.

	Shield of faith
	We trust God's faithfulness together when accusation, fear, doubt and division come like flaming arrows.
	1:13; 3:12, 16-17; 4:5
	No direct armour parallel in Isaiah - Isaiah 26:3-4 describes steadfast trust in God, while Isaiah repeatedly portrays God as His people's security.

	Helmet of salvation
	Our minds and identities are guarded by the truth that we belong to God's rescued and renewed creation.
	1:13-14; 2:5-8; 4:30
	Isaiah 59:17 - God places the helmet of salvation on His head as He comes to defeat evil and bring redemption.

	Sword of the Spirit - the word of God
	The Spirit brings God's truth, especially the gospel, against lies that distort our view of God, ourselves and one another.
	1:13; 4:20-21; 5:18-20
	Isaiah 49:2; 11:4; 59:21 - The Servant's mouth is like a sharpened sword, and God's word proceeds from the mouth through the Spirit.


Source: Richard Carlson/Susan Hylen
Questions: 
1. What changes when we read the passage together?
As you read Ephesians 6:10–18, notice how often Paul uses plural language and repeats the words stand and all. How does this reshape the armour from private spiritual equipment into a shared calling for the church? 

2. Whose armour are we wearing?
Compare Ephesians 6:14–17 with Isaiah 11:5, 52:7, and 59:16–17. What do you discover about the character and activity of God? How does knowing that this is God’s armour change the way we understand spiritual strength? 

3. How can we help one another stand?
Which forces—fear, accusation, deception, hostility, isolation, or discouragement—most threaten our life together? Which piece of God’s armour might Jesus be inviting us to embody more intentionally so that no one in our church has to stand alone?



The theological centre: Paul invites the church to put on the armour of God - to become clothed in the character, faithfulness, and saving victory of God Himself.
Standing Together | Ephesians 6:10-24
