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NYL training
· The purpose of that training exercise was to prepare incoming agents to be able to overcome the everyday obstacles of the real world.

PAUSE
Today, we continue our study of the book of James and in chapter 5, James addresses a major obstacle to our humble walk with God. 
If you have your Bible turn to…
James 5:1-6 NLT Look here, you rich people: Weep and groan with anguish because of all the terrible troubles ahead of you. 2 Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine clothes are moth-eaten rags. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. The very wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire. This corroded treasure you have hoarded will testify against you on the day of judgment. 4 For listen! Hear the cries of the field workers whom you have cheated of their pay. The cries of those who harvest your fields have reached the ears of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 5 You have spent your years on earth in luxury, satisfying your every desire. You have fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and killed innocent people, who do not resist you.

In case you missed it, the obstacle to Christian discipleship that James tackles here is money — which is a topic frequently addressed in Scripture…
Deuteronomy 8:10-14 NLT When you have eaten your fill, be sure to praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 11 “But that is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the Lord your God and disobey his commands, regulations, and decrees that I am giving you today. 12 For when you have become full and prosperous and have built fine homes to live in, 13 and when your flocks and herds have become very large and your silver and gold have multiplied along with everything else, be careful! 14 Do not become proud at that time and forget the Lord your God, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt.
Proverbs 11:28 NLT Trust in your money and down you go! But the godly flourish like leaves in spring.
Matthew 6:24 NLT “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.
Matthew 13:22 NLT The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced.
Mark 10:23-25 NLT Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God!” 24 This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God. 25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!”
Luke 12:15 NLT Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.”
1 Timothy 6:8-10 NLT So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.
2 Timothy 3:1-2 NLT You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. 2 For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred.

The Bible mentions money, wealth, and possessions in over 2,300 verses, constantly warning us of the spiritual danger of riches.
And James sounds the same alarm. He does not say that it is a sin to be rich or to have wealth, but he clearly condemns the sinful use of wealth.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2000), 210.] 


And before we check out and say, “Well, James addresses rich people and that shoe doesn’t fit me. I’m not rich so, this warning isn’t for me.”
· Before we excuse ourselves from this text, we need to consider the stats because according to the numbers, 9 out 10 Americans live above global middle-class standards.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2015/07/09/how-americans-compare-with-the-global-middle-class/] 

· And that’s not to say that America is free from poverty but even what is considered poor here is a level of income that’s simply not possible to most of the people on this planet.

PAUSE
And I’m not going to challenge you on whether or not you think you’re rich — regardless of the resources we have, however great or small, James is addressing people who could be tripped up by greed, pride, self-reliance, and lust for “things” which includes every one of us.
· And in America, where amassing material wealth is not only condoned but admired and encouraged, we need to listen closely to James’ reminder about money and possessions and the spiritual danger they present.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Moo, The Letter of James, 210.] 


PAUSE
I mean, in a tone matched only by the OT prophets and Jesus, James announces the woes to come upon those who misuse their wealth, calling for repentance.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Pheme Perkins, First and Second Peter, James, and Jude, Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1995), 131.] 

· His exhortation here if for us to “weep and groan.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 374.] 

· The Greek literally translates to “howl out loud.”[footnoteRef:6] To cry out in an open and violent manner.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  J. Michael Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 1997), 176.]  [7:  Joseph S. Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: James (Cincinnati; Chicago; Kansas City: Jennings & Graham, n.d.), 425.] 

· To scream from your guts, from down in here somewhere.
· But it’s not just a call to scream loudly — James is calling for heartfelt repentance over the misuse of wealth.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 176.] 

· It’s the same language as 4:9. 
· The apostle is calling for us to hear the Word of God and respond in repentance. Instead of continuing down this path that will end in judgment, James is calling for repentance now.

And along with this exhortation come at least a few warnings for us and here’s the first…
I. How we make money, matters.
In this passage, James talks about the way we make money because the way we make money and acquire wealth matters.

The Bible does not condemn acquiring wealth or making a living.[footnoteRef:9] But the Bible does condemn acquiring wealth by shady, fraudulent means. [9:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 374.] 

Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah all thundered messages of judgment against those who defrauded the poor and used their stolen wealth for selfish luxuries.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 374.] 


And it’s the same kind of fraud that James calls out here. That’s the charge in verse 4…
James 5:4 ESV Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

In James’ day, people were often forced to earn their living by hiring themselves out to wealthy landowners. 
· Jesus’ Parable of the Laborers in Matthew 20:1–16 gives us an idea of the system that was in place.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary,  374.] 

· Workers were hired and paid by the day.
· And without contracts, labor unions or HR departments, workers were vulnerable to being defrauded.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 374.] 


This is why God gave clear instructions to protect workers in the OT…
Deuteronomy 24:14-15 NLT Never take advantage of poor and destitute laborers, whether they are fellow Israelites or foreigners living in your towns. 15 You must pay them their wages each day before sunset because they are poor and are counting on it…
Obviously, these admonitions were still needed in the first century because people were still being defrauded.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Moo, The Letter of James, 216.] 

· And I’m sure those who were making money at the expense of others had some convenient explanations for why it was “ok” for them to take advantage.
· “Well, it’s just business (this is just how it is today), they don’t deserve this, I do deserve it, they’ll just squander it.”
· I’m sure they had loopholes, but shady business is still shady business, and the shady business was having an impact on other people. 
· If the day laborers didn’t get paid, they didn’t eat. Their children went to bed hungry.

But James doesn’t spend much time talking about the earthly impact. Instead, he jumps straight to the spiritual significance of underhandedly gaining wealth. 
· He tells us that the Lord sees and hears it all.

James even says that money talks.
The laborers had done the work, but the funds had not exchanged hands, and it’s as if the defrauded wages are crying out from the bank, “we belong to someone else!”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Kurt A. Richardson, James, vol. 36, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1997), 210–211.] 

· As one commentator reminds us, “what we think we do in secret, and without danger of prosecution, is not hidden from the Lord Almighty.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Douglas J. Moo, James: An Introduction and Commentary, ed. Eckhard J. Schnabel, Second edition, vol. 16, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Nottingham, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 2015), 207.] 


But it’s not only defrauded wages crying out — the cries of those who’ve been cheated also reach the Lord’s ears.
· Specifically, the Lord of hosts.
· It was ‘the Lord of hosts’ whom Isaiah saw in his vision of the throne room (Isa. 6:3), and this title for God is used often in OT descriptions of judgments.
· So, when James tells us that the cries of the defrauded have reached God’s ears, he makes clear that this God is holy and powerful and he will help the poor and oppressed and call to account the oppressors.

PAUSE
Church, my guess is that there aren’t any of us in the room today who hire farm hands daily so (there’s centuries of culture between us and this text), so, it’s easy for us to sidestep James’ warning. 
· But James is telling us that how we make our money matters and…
· When we defraud someone to get it
· When we lie to get it (when we misrepresent/don’t report the facts)
· When we cheat to get it
· When we exaggerate the truth to get it
· When we withhold the whole truth to get it
· When we steal to get it 
· Or when we take part in business that is not above reproach to get wealth, we’re acting fraudulently. 

Church, if we claim to follow Jesus then we don’t acquire wealth through shady, underhanded means. Period. 
· All our financial dealings should be honest because the ears of the Lord of hosts are still open to the cry of any whom we might defraud. 

QUESTION: Do we need to weep and wail? Do we need to repent? Do we need to make restitution?

How we acquire wealth, matters. A second warning…
II. What we do with money, matters.
And in this text, James tells us a few things not to do with our money. For starters, we shouldn’t…
a. Pile it up.
Look at…
James 5:3 NLT Your gold and silver are corroded. The very wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire. This corroded treasure you have hoarded will testify against you on the day of judgment.

Church, there’s nothing sinful about saving. The Bible consistently instructs us to be good stewards. 
However, it is sinful and foolish to put our trust in earthly treasures. 
· And that’s happens when we pile things up. We put our trust in stuff and then selfishly guard it for our own security and pleasure.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 375.] 

· The word hoarded pictures working day by day and hour by hour to pile up treasures on this earth. Just trying to get a little more…
· And the irony is that we think that we’re heaping up treasures of wealth, but James tells us that our treasures of wealth become treasures of wrath heaped up against us.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Leadership Ministries Worldwide, Hebrews-James, The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible (Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996), 292.] 


PAUSE
Jesus said in…
Matthew 6:19-20 NLT “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.
· Rust, moths, and thieves have, and always will be, a danger to our piles of stuff. 
· They’re a threat to anything valuable.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Craig Blomberg, Matthew, vol. 22, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 122.] 

· HSM suit.
 
And even if we do succeed in safeguarding all our earthly riches (from moths, rust, and theft), we still cannot control how long we will live. VAPOR
· So, rather than accumulating material wealth, we should work for spiritual riches that are invulnerable to loss and death (cf. Luke 12:15–21). 
· Jesus, and James, tell us to look up and ahead.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Stuart K. Weber, Matthew, vol. 1, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 85.] 

· To lay up treasure over there.
· And spiritual treasure should be defined as broadly as possible—as all the things that we can take with us beyond the grave—e.g., holiness of character, obedience to all of God’s commandments, souls won for Christ, disciples nurtured in the faith, and the compassionate use of our resources to meet others’ physical and spiritual needs (vv. 25–34; cf. Luke 16:8–13).[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Blomberg, Matthew, 122–123.] 


To lay up treasures in heaven means to use all that we have as stewards of God’s wealth. Because in the end, He’s the Owner of it all, and we are His stewards. 
· When we yield to His will and use what He gives us to serve Him, then we are investing in eternity. 

Another thing we shouldn’t do with wealth…
b. Be stingy with our pile.
Offensive lineman. 
· That’s what James describes here.
· And when we pile up treasures, it’s not long before we start to act like an offensive lineman. 
· And we end up not using what God has entrusted to us for the good of others and the glory of God.

Since we are stewards of God’s wealth, we have certain responsibilities toward our Master. And we must be faithful to use what He gives us for the good of others and the glory of God.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 376.] 


One more thing not to do with our wealth…
c. Indulge in selfish luxury.
James 5:5 NLT You have spent your years on earth in luxury, satisfying your every desire. You have fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter.

The word luxury could be translated as plush comfort (literally soft) and satisfying your every desire translates a verb that means going beyond comfort to sin.
· So, church, there’s an important connection we need to make here.
· When we live for comfort (piling up treasures), we usually end up offering little to no resistance to sin when there’s promise of comfort or enjoyment.

PAUSE
In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19–31) the Lord Jesus tells of a man who ‘feasted extravagantly every day’ but who, in a lost eternity, could only be reminded that ‘in his lifetime’ enjoyed everything he wanted. 

That parable is a backdrop for James’ portrayal of people living on this earth as if this life is all there is, without thought of a heaven to be gained or a hell to be avoided. 
· James drops a fearfully vivid word picture here: “you have fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter.”
· PAUSE
· I can look at any window in the parsonage and see Stevie Waddell’s cows.
· They roam around all day long, eating when and where they please, growing fatter by the hour and careless of the fact that each day, each hour, brings the butcher nearer. 
· The only safe cow is a thin cow, and Stevie doesn’t have any thin cows.
· In such a way, when we misuse our wealth, we live blind to eternity, forgetting the day of slaughter.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  J. A. Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1985), 167–168.] 


PAUSE
Church, what we do with our money matters.
And if we claim to follow Jesus then we need to yield to His will and use what He gives us to serve Him. We need to invest in eternity. 
· As Warren Wiersbe put it, “What we do on earth is recorded in heaven, and God keeps the books and pays the interest.”[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 376.] 


QUESTION: Do we need to weep and wail? Do we need to repent? Are we using our money well? Are we piling it up and guarding our pile? Are we living for comfort and luxury? Are we generous toward God and others? Do we give to the Lord faithfully?

Last warning and I think it’s the most important…
III. What money does to us, matters.

Church, James tells us the sobering truth. For one thing…
a. Misused wealth tricks us. (vv. 2-3a).
We think wealth and riches and possessions bring security and sustenance, so, we chase after them putting our trust in them. Instead of depending on God and preparing for eternity, we chase after things.
· But James reminds us that trusting in wealth is trusting in a charade.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Richardson, James, 205–206.] 

· Because grain rots, gold rusts (irony), and garments become moth-eaten. Nothing material in this world will last forever.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 376.] 


The world tells us the money and possessions protect us but in the end they vanish.
So, when we spend our lives collecting wealth, we’re putting our trust in things that vanish.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Thomas D. Lea, Hebrews, James, vol. 10, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 341.] 

· Misused wealth tricks us. 

James also tells us that…
b. Misused wealth will erode our character (v. 3).
James 5:3a NLT Your gold and silver are corroded. The very wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire.

Big Sandy River fishing…
· James says when we chase after money and possessions, the poison of misused wealth, the love of money, “eats” up our character.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Richardson, James, 207.] 

· The more we pile up, the bigger we want our stash to be. And the passion for more, ends up consuming us.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  LMW, Hebrews-James, 291.] 


The pursuit and trust in riches breeds pride, shifts priorities, leads us into more compromise, causes us to ignore our neighbors, and ultimately distracts our hearts from God’s truth.
· After Revolutionary War, many Christians from the original colonies migrated to Kentucky, where they pursued wealth and property and possessions.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Lea, Hebrews, James, 339.] 

· One was a man named John Taylor, and he wrote in his personal journal of the hard manual labor needed to make a successful living in Kentucky: “We had no time to pause and think but go right on to work. After two years, I was the richest man in the county where I lived. However, through the course of these two years, I have preached very little.”[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Thomas D. Lea, Hebrews, James, vol. 10, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 339.] 


Misused wealth erodes our character.

But ultimately, James tells us that…
c. Misused wealth brings judgment (vv. 3,5).
James doesn’t beat around the bush here.
· He clearly describes the awful misery that will come upon those who chase after and put their trust in riches.
· Those who live for the things of this life lose everything they devote themselves to and everything they rely upon.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  George M. Stulac, James, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Westmont, IL: IVP Academic, 1993), Jas 5:1–3.] 

· As J.A. Motyer summarized, “To chase after wealth is to live without watching God’s clock.” 

We see behind James’s teaching here, the truths spoken by the Lord Jesus. 
· In the parable of the rich man, Jesus showed how ‘foolish’ it is to store away possessions in this life while overlooking the fact that we will promptly be called to account before God (Lk. 12:15–21).[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, 166.] 


QUESTION: Do we need to weep and wail? Do we need to repent? Are we living without watching God’s clock?

PAUSE
James did not condemn riches or all rich people; he condemned the wrong use of riches, and rich people who use their wealth as a weapon and not as a tool with which to build.
· It is possible to be “poor in this world” (James 2:5) and yet rich in the next world. 
· It is also possible to be “rich in this world” (1 Tim. 6:17) and poor in the next world. 
· And the return of Christ will make some people poor and others rich, depending on the spiritual condition of our hearts. 
· “For where our treasure is, there will our heart be also” (Matt. 6:21).
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