
 

 

Sermon Study Guide 

Meeting People Where They Are:  
Paul at the Areopagus 

Big Idea 
EƯective sharing of the Gospel requires us to meet people exactly where they are, adapting 
our approach with gentleness and relevance without ever compromising the truth of Christ. 

Understanding the Context 
 Historical and Cultural Background: Athens was the intellectual capital of the 

ancient world, a city steeped in Greek philosophy and full of temples dedicated to 
various gods. The Areopagus (or Mars Hill) was a prominent limestone hill where the 
city’s thinkers gathered to debate new ideas. 

 Author and Audience: The book of Acts was written by Luke. In this passage, the 
Apostle Paul is addressing a group of Gentile philosophers (Epicureans and Stoics) 
who were curious about his "new" teaching. 

 Literary Context: This occurs during Paul’s second missionary journey. Unlike his 
speeches in synagogues, Paul here adapts his language for a secular, 
philosophically-minded audience. 

 Key Details: Paul notices an altar "To the Unknown God." He uses this as a "foot in 
the door" to explain the one true Creator who cannot be contained in man-made 
temples. 

 Connection to Scripture: This passage illustrates the Great Commission in 
action—taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth by finding common ground with 
those who have no biblical background. 

Core Passage 
Acts 17:16–34 



 

 

Core Principle 
1. God is the sovereign Creator of all things and is not far from any of us; He desires all 

people to seek and find Him. 

2. The Gospel remains the same, but our methods of teaching must adapt to the 
specific needs and understandings of our audience. 

 

Day 1: Observe 

Scripture Focus 
Acts 17:16–17 

Key Insight 
Paul’s "spirit was provoked" by the idols in Athens, yet his response wasn't anger or 
condemnation. Instead, it moved him to "reason" with people in the synagogue and the 
marketplace. His distress for their spiritual state led to productive conversation. 

Reflection Questions 
1. What stands out most to you about Paul’s reaction to the idols in Athens? 

2. What does this teach me about God’s heart for people who are lost in "religiosity" 
but don't know Him? 

3. When I see things in the world that "provoke" my spirit, is my first instinct to argue or 
to find a way to reason and share the Gospel? 

Prayer Prompt 
Lord, give me eyes to see the "idols" of our culture not with judgment, but with a heart that 
breaks for those who don't know You. 

 

Day 2: Understand 

Scripture Focus 
Acts 17:22–23 



 

 

Key Insight 
Paul begins his sermon with a compliment: "I perceive that in every way you are very 
religious." He finds a point of connection—the altar to the "Unknown God"—to bridge the 
gap between their current search and the truth of Jesus. 

Reflection Questions 
1. Why was it important for Paul to start with a point of agreement rather than a list of 

their errors? 

2. What "unknown gods" or deep longings do people in our society today seem to be 
searching for? 

3. How does looking for "common ground" change the way I view my neighbors or 
coworkers? 

Prayer Prompt 
Father, help me find "feet in the door" this week to talk about You in ways that are relevant 
to the people I meet. 

 

Day 3: Examine 

Scripture Focus 
1 Corinthians 9:22–23 

Key Insight 
Paul describes his ministry philosophy: "I have become all things to all people, that by all 
means I might save some." This isn't about compromising the truth, but about laying aside 
his own rights and preferences to serve the needs of the hearer. 

Heart Check Questions 
1. Where do I currently struggle to "become all things" to others? Am I too rigid in my 

approach? 

2. What fears or habits might be preventing me from engaging with people who think 
diƯerently than I do? 

3. Is my goal in sharing my faith to "be right" or to "save some"? 



 

 

Prayer Prompt 
Holy Spirit, reveal any pride or legalism in my heart that keeps me from being a gentle 
witness for Christ. 

 

Day 4: Practice 

Scripture Focus 
Acts 17:24–27 

Key Insight 
Paul answers the big questions of life: Where did we come from? (God created us). Why are 
we here? (To seek Him). He shows that God is not a distant statue, but the one in whom "we 
live and move and have our being." 

Application Questions 
1. How can I explain God’s presence in a way that feels "not far from" someone I 

know? 

2. Who in my life is currently asking "philosophical" questions about purpose or origin? 

3. How can I demonstrate God’s kindness through a practical act of service this week? 

Practice Challenge 
Identify one person you know who doesn't follow Jesus. Instead of starting a debate, ask 
them a thoughtful question about what they believe or what they are searching for, and 
listen deeply. 

Prayer Prompt 
God, open a door for a meaningful conversation today, and give me the words to meet that 
person exactly where they are. 

 



 

 

Day 5: Live It Out 

Scripture Focus 
Acts 17:32–34 

Key Insight 
Not everyone believed Paul. Some mocked, some wanted to hear more later, and some 
joined him and believed. Paul had realistic expectations; he sowed the seed and left the 
results to God. 

Reflection Questions 
1. How does knowing that even Paul didn't "save them all" take the pressure oƯ of me? 

2. How has my thinking about "evangelism" changed this week? 

3. What is one ongoing commitment I will make to be a more eƯective witness? 

Weekly Commitment 
I commit to being more observant of the "altars" in the lives of those around me, looking for 
ways to gently introduce the "Known God" through my words and my character. 

 

Principles to Practice This Week 
1. Observe first: Look for what people value or what they are searching for before 

speaking. 

2. Find common ground: Start conversations with points of agreement rather than 
disagreement. 

3. Be gentle: Approach those who don't know the Gospel with a softer heart than 
those who have walked away from it. 

4. Answer the "Why": Connect the Gospel to the deep philosophical and heart needs 
people have today. 

5. Trust the result: Be faithful to share, but remember that only God brings the growth. 

"The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in temples made by man... he is actually not far from each one of us." — Acts 17:24, 27 



 

 

As you go through your week, remember that God has placed you exactly where you are so 
that others might "feel their way toward Him." Be encouraged that you don't need a "cookie-
cutter" sermon to be eƯective; you simply need a heart that loves people enough to meet 
them right where they are. Trust Him to use your unique voice and your gentle spirit to make 
His name known. 

 


