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	September 2026

	“Lifestyles of the Rich and Foolish”
Esther 1

My wife Mary and I were out shopping with my oldest son who was 1½ years old at the time. We were shopping because Mary was expecting our youngest, and we were preparing for his arrival. We spent about two hours shopping; by that time Gabe was getting tired and hungry. To try and calm him down I handed Gabe a bottle of Ensure that we had gotten from a goodies bag at one of the stores we visited. I handed it to him and he drank it down. 

We drove to my folks who agreed to watch Gabe for the evening. That night when we arrived to pick up Gabe my mom asked us, “What did you give him to eat?” Because shortly after we left, Gabe became very animated, he was like a crazy child climbing on the walls. We could not think of anything that we gave him that would wind him up so much. That is until we remembered the bottle of Ensure. And as we read the label, we all broke out in laughter, because it said Ensure for pregnant women with extra energy. Unbeknownst to us we gave my son his first energy drink!

Some decisions we make can have repercussions. Like filling our child up with sugar and leaving him in the hands of my folks. It would be wise to read the small print on the label. Today I am starting a new series on Esther; my main topic today is on the subject of wisdom. 

Esther is one of my favorite books in the Old Testament. It has a message that I believe is very important for us today. As Romans 12: 2 says, “Do not conform to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Esther chapter one gives us a detailed description of King Ahasuerus. (his Hebrew name). But his Greek name is probably more familiar to us. This is King Xerxes I. This is the same King Xerxes who fought King Leonitus at the battle of Thermopylae in 480 BC. He was the king of Persia from 486-465 BC. The Bible tells us that Ahasuerus reigned over 127 providences from India to Ethiopia. The narrator wants us to understand that King Xerxes basically is the king of the known world. He was the world’s superpower at the time.
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	He nickname was “The king of kings.” 

In our text for today we are told that Ahasuerus threw a massive party, and we read the length of this party was six months. At the end of the six months, he throws another party for seven more days and he opens it up for even more people. This might all sound very exciting, but our author is painting a picture of how lost humanity is. 

Then we are then introduced to Queen Vashti. The drunken king orders seven eunuchs to get Vashti and bring her back so that all present could look at her beauty. But Vashti refused the order of Xerxes. Why? Rabbinical tradition states that Ahasuerus wanted Vashti to appear in front of him wearing only the crown. This was horrible; the king did not have the greatest intention in asking his wife to be viewed by all those drunk princes & leaders. It is interesting that Vashti was the one who was honorable and not the king. Yet her decision came with grave consequences. 

See the narrator is painting a picture for you and me to see, that King Xerxes looks like a god to the people. He is just a man. In fact, we are meant to laugh at this. This is satire. We are able to see that this guy who claims to be “the king of kings” cannot even get his wife to obey his command. This is all meant to be comical. Well, King Xerxes is not laughing. He calls a committee to let them know that Queen Vashti will not listen to him. This would be like if the president of the USA had a fight with his wife and he calls his cabinet together to figure this out. This is what’s taking place here. These guys are just as ridiculous as Xerxes is. His advisors tell him to write a decree that forbids Vashti from being anywhere near the king. That’s the story, but what are some of the lessons that we see from this story? 

#1 – All your wealth and glory will fade and never bring true happiness. Imagine this is the wealthiest man in all the known world at this time. Where is all the wealth of king Xerxes now? Not with him. Friends, no matter how wealthy you are or how powerful you become, it will all fade one day. There are many people spend their whole lives pursuing more. More money, toys, house or a bigger whatever. The issue is not money, but the love of money. Do you love money? King Ahasuerus loved money. He loved to show his money off, his power off. Yet all that faded. 

# 2. There really is only One “King of kings”, and His name is Jesus. King Xerxes thought it was him, it was not. We are given this picture of who he is. He might have reigned over 127 providences. But guess what? Jesus, He rules and reigns over the universe. There is no comparison. Where every Persian king would come and go, God reigns forever. Do not miss that. There are powerful people in our world. There are celebrities that draw our eyes and attention. We can be tempted to live for that, or long for that, or to worship that. All those things will fade. But there is one who will not fade, and His name is Jesus. He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the true King. 

Esther shows us the emptiness of the things that we pursue and the reality of God’s power and providence. Friends all your wealth and glory will fade and will never bring true happiness.

Pastor Joel
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Meals on Wheels:
Decatur: 
September 7-11
Tekamah:
September 28- October 2

TEKAMAH:
2 – Jennifer Hovendick
3 – Brady Ball
4 – Robert Mayo
6 – Amy Barnard
6 – Nancy Mitchell
7 – Parker Rodgers
8 – Abel Cass
10 – Cari Brodersen
12 – Gaige Rahmig
12 - Jessica Meyers
13 – Marissa Ball
15 – Fran Strong
16 – Christine Bucy 
17 – Jennifer Grass
18 – Breanne Warren
19 – Loraine Melcher
20 – Scott Elliott
20 – Mike McAllister
21 – Jaimee Trobough
21 – Dave Wakehouse
25 -Teagan Mills
27 – Jan Orton
29 – Irene Marhenke
30 – Jerry Method

DECATUR:
5 – Mary Simpson 
15 – Chance Bowden
17 – Danny Pickell
21 – Candy Cummins
24 – Molly McCulloch
29 – Bruce Nathan
October 4
  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 17:24-18:18
“When Life Gets Messy”

October 11
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Philippians 4:4-9
“Bring Your Request to God”

October 18
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
II Timothy 3:1-5, 14-17
“The Most Powerful Book”

October 25
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
No Info: Pastor Joel on Vacation.

November 1
All Saints Sunday
New Series: Hope from the Book of Lamentations
Lamentations 1:1-4
“Why Lamentations?”







September 6
   Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Luke 24:13-25
Jesus, Open Our Eyes

Finish Series: Lessons from the Life of King David
September 13
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
II Samuel 12:1-25
“Need to be Restored”

September 20
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
II Samuel 13:22-39
“Bitterness of Heart”

September 27
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
II Samuel 15:1-37
“Handling Betrayal”

September 2026
Upcoming Messages
Upcoming Messages
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Calendar of Events: August 2026

Tekamah Office Hours – Mon-Thurs – 8:30 am-11:00 am. 
Decatur Office Hours – Wednesdays – 2:00-3:00 pm
Tekamah Food Pantry Sunday – First Sunday of every month.
Tekamah – Bible Study– Thursdays at 3:00pm.
Decatur – Bible Study – Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the Sears Center.
Decatur – Prayer Meeting – 1:00 pm – First Wednesday of each month at the Sears Center.                                                                               
Tekamah – Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm – Second Wednesday of each month.
Starting Tuesday, September 8 – 10:00 am - Decatur’s Tuesday Trotters, meet at Sears Center. 
Wednesday, September 2 – 5:30 pm – Decatur YUM’s 
        6:00 pm – Board Meeting

Thursday, September 3 – Office Closed – Pastor Joel is at 
                                            District Meeting.  

Monday, September 7 – Office Closed – Labor Day. 

Monday, September 14 – 9:30 am – Tekamah UMW.

Wednesday, September 9 – 6:00 pm – Tekamah Trustees             
                                               6:30 pm – Board Meeting.

Thursday, September 10 – 10:30 am – Unload Food Truck. 

Sunday, September 13 – 8:30 am – Decatur – Pastor Joel and Mary: Snacks Before Church.      

Sunday, September 13 – Tekamah Children’s Church resumes. 

Monday, September 14 – 6:00 pm – Tekamah Nominations Meeting.                                        

September 30-October 2 – Pastor Joel gone for continuing education. 

Sunday, October 11 – 2:00 pm – Charge Conference at Blair UMC. 
Decatur Ongoing Prayer List
Leanne Brockway	Leonard Hansen	
LeAnn Richards	Phil & Marilyn Schroder 
Marty Slaughter 	Don Drummond	
George Kahlandt	Jean Morgan		
Tyson Schmidt 		Amber & Zeke Metcalf 	    
Lynn Peterson	       	Pam Farrens	
Vida Stapple 
Decatur Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Norma Williams 		Darlene Smith	
Barbara Bates	       	             Lynn & Karen Farrens                Ethelyn Brewer			Georgeann Dunning
Alice Jansen			Elaine Mitchell

Tekamah Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer                      	 Bob Paul	
Rose Johnson         	Barb Ray 
Cindy Dahl	Janet Orton	     JoEllen Davis	Susan Sanders
Kim 	Lois Weatherly      
Lori Titus	Bob Gatzemeyer	
Nathaniel	Alex Daugherty
Bill Hitzeman                      

	
Tekamah Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Mary Benne			Donna Palmer	  
Irene Marhenke              	Yvonne Anderson
Bob Clements	   		Van Newell	
Carol Brummond                        Donna Mock	
Joan Schuler			Susan Method	
Jane Sundell
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State, National & Global Concerns:
Persecuted Christian Nation for the Month: Bangladesh		       
President – Donald Trump 	Congress – Mike Flood, Don Bacon & Adrian Smith       
Senators – Deb Fischer & Pete Ricketts 		Nebraska Governor – Jim Pillen		                           
District 16 State Senator – Ben Hansen	Great Plains UMC Bishop – David Wilson	  
Eastern Nebraska DS – Stephanie Ahlschwede  		Tekamah Mayor – Jane Walford                                                          
Decatur Village Governance	Tekamah-Herman Schools		Lyons-Decatur Schools 	
Okland-Craig Schools	   End of the Wars    	Lost, Lonely & Oppressed       	
Field Fires         Flooding              Truth	                Young people



Tekamah Card Ministry:
Cards for all occasions (.50 ¢ each) are available at the information table in the Narthex at Tekamah. A word of hope in trying times can make such a huge impact. 

dssffsDecatur Financial Report

Budget for the Year:	        	$44,079.91                    Need a week:                   		$847.69   
Need for January – August 		$29,669.15
Offering for January – August 		$25,355.25      
		(-$4,313.90)


	
Check us out on Social Media:
Facebook:							Website:
Tekamah Decatur Methodist Parish				www.tekamahdecaturumcparish.org

Sunday Services posted each Sunday before 5:00 pm.

Need Prayer or Pastoral Visit:
Call or text Pastor Joel
(402) 670-4688
Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org
Tekamah Finance Report
Budget for the Year:			$98,766.61         Need a week:				$1,899.36 
Need for January – August		$66,477.60 
Offering for January – August 	$42,557.36
                                                           (-$23,920.24)
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