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1 John 2:28-29
Teaching sheet for 8/30/26


No Shame for the Righteous v. 28
The Mystery of Faith: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
It’s not over on Good Friday.  It’s not over on Easter Sunday.  
JESUS IS COMING BACK FOR A HUGE FAMILY REUNION!

14:14-20  There is a first harvest of the righteous who will experience the ongoing love of God.  Then, a second harvest of those who will experience the wrath of God.  

In 2023-24, the Pew Research Center found that Evangelical Protestants made up 23% of the U.S. population.  https://www.pewresearch.org/religious-landscape-study/religious-tradition/evangelical-protestant/
Matthew 7:13-14       That was true in Jesus’ day, John’s day, and today.

Hell will be full of good, kind, and nice church folks who sat in a pew every Sunday.  

When you have been Born Again through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, you are offered a relationship of abiding in Jesus.  Here’s a great description for union with Christ:  “Imagine yourself at the airport, about to board a plane. The plane is on its way to sunny Melbourne, and Melbourne is where you want to be. What relationship do you need to have with the plane at this point? 
Would it help to be under the plane, to submit yourself to the plane’s eminent authority in the whole flying-to-Melbourne thing? Or would it help to be inspired by the plane? To watch it fly off and whisper “One day, I hope to do that too”. What about following the plane? You know the plane is going to Melbourne, and so it stands to reason that if you take note of the direction it goes and pursue it then you too will end up there. 

Of course, the key relationship you need with the plane is not to be under it, behind it, or inspired by it. You need to be in it. Why? Because, by being in the plane, what happens to the plane will also happen to you. The question “Did you get to Melbourne?” will be part of a larger question: “Did the plane get to Melbourne?” If the answer to the second question is yes, and if you were in the plane, then what happened to the plane will also have happened to you.”  Rory Shiner, “One Forever: The Transforming Power of Being in Christ,” 2021.

Are You Practicing Righteousness?, v. 29
Imputed Righteousness Comes First:  We need the gift of perfect righteousness imputed to us in order to be saved.  Romans 4:5-6  2 Corinthians 5:21  Isaiah 61:10

Next Comes Imparted Righteousness:  The Holy Spirit that creates imparted righteousness so that we can develop holiness of heart and life.
Romans 6:18-19  Philippians 2:12-13  
Our righteousness flows from God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  He starts with our desires; which all need to be sanctified.  Then God moves to our thoughts; which all need to be sanctified.  Finally, God seeks to sanctify all our actions and deeds.  Here the BIG question: Will you let God sanctify you?
Galatians 5:22-23  Those have another name, the Fruit of Righteousness.  This is what we should look like out in the world, not just on Sunday morning.

Last week I assured you those Fruit of the Spirit were already in you.  This week, I want to hear that God has gifted you with righteousness that is meant to work on the inside and show up on the outside.  Look, I care more about the inside work, but the world is looking for the outside to change in you and me.  Well, so does God.  Amen
HOMEWORK:	  
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Do you understand that abiding in Christ is like being inside the plane?  Where are we going?  The journey of sanctification has a destination of Holiness Unto the Lord.  God has also given each of us spiritual gifts.  The activation and sharing of those gifts is part of each person’s journey.
2 – God has already made you righteous.  That’s why we will stand before Him and hear the verdict of “Not Guilty.”  Which righteous actions is God calling you to demonstrate every day?  
3 – September 6: 1 John 3:1-2 “Who Is a Child of God?”
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